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La Raison d’Etre by Noah Scott, the Archivist 
 
Here follow a few basic premises, rules of engagement and general rationale under which the Archive was 
conceived and created.  They are elucidated here in order to go some way to explain differences in the extent 
of coverage and nature of the contents and any limitations in the various Personal Archive Files. 
 
The hard facts in a nutshell: 
 
i) The Archive was established to obtain and preserve personal accounts of the experiences of 

participants in the Greek Campaigns before that evidence (be it documentary or anecdotal) is either 
forgotten, taken to the grave or inadvertently cast out by those who may not recognise its unique and 
irreplaceable value. 
 

ii) Personal Archive Files were originally opened for each name on the Brotherhood mailing list, circa 
2012, (plus numerous others from various sources) but many family members have supplied little or 
no information about their own personal Greek Campaigner.  Each of these remains open awaiting 
any further contributions.  
 

iii) The Archive is part of a Brotherhood world-wide-web-site.  The names and exploits of all contributing 
Veterans will thereby be enshrined and recorded for ever and will be freely accessible to other 
interested parties all over the world. 

 
 

1 Purpose 
 
Originally the ‘simple’ purpose of this exercise was to establish a possible Archive and Repository wherein to 
store memorabilia and to record copies of official documents, published material and anecdotal memoirs and 
recollections of Members of the Brotherhood of Veterans of the Greek Campaigns of 1940-41 and 1944-47.  
 
It was recognised from the start that some of these artefacts and documents would possibly have already 
been lost, mislaid or simply forgotten about as the years passed by (or some may have been purposely 
destroyed to avoid unpleasant memories).  Furthermore, it is well known that a large proportion of returning 
servicemen were very reluctant to talk of their experiences, particularly to their own families.  Perfectly 
understandable – for a variety of more or less uncomfortable or distressing reasons.  Besides, they who 
stayed in Blighty wouldn’t have understood – how could they?  You had to have been through it to really know 
what it was like, hadn’t you? 
 
For the majority of demobilised personnel a variable period of gradual recovery and readjustment to civilian 
life was required before the good, the bad and the ugly aspects of each man’s and woman’s personal wartime 
experiences could be absorbed and subsumed as part of the past.  This also applied to the wives and children 
who, likewise, had been desperately waiting for it all to end.  After a while, for a variety of reasons, some did 
start to record their exploits.  The Personal Archive Files and Published Source Material folder of this work 
bear witness to the considerable number of such works produced by Members of the Brotherhood, and 
others, some after long periods of reflection. 
 
It is to make available this publicly and privately published material to a wider readership (be it a Brotherhood 
family member, an ANZAC Veteran’s family member or a future military historian) that the Archive has been 
established.  It is to collect and collate any unpublished material that surviving members of the Greek 
Campaigns (or their family and friends) can produce and provide, however insignificant, trivial or irrelevant it 
might seem. 
 
As Eric Bogle’s “Australian Soldier” lyrics poignantly observe about the annual Veterans parades: “Year after 
year their numbers grow fewer – some day no-one will march there at all.” 
 
It was to get those memories in and written down while we still have time – that was the primary purpose of 
setting up this Archive.  Time and tide . . . and all that. 
 



 

 

2 Structure 
 
2.1 Research Folders 
 
Inevitably a considerable amount of background research has been necessary to expand, explain and put into 
context the Archive information for many of the contributors.  This data is held in a variety of formats in the 
various Research Folders.  These folders are not to be found forming part of the individual members Personal 
Archive Files but do form part of the broader Archive data base background information freely accessible to all 
interested parties. 
 
2.2 Personal Archive Files 
 
In order to establish a standardised structural framework, where possible each contributing member’s Archive 
consists basically of five files covering their activities before, during and after their involvement in the Greek 
Campaign: 
 

i) Registration Form 
ii) Part 1  Foreword 
iii) Part 2  Pre-Greece 
iv) Part 3  Greek Campaign* 
v) Part 4  Post-Greece. 

 
*Generally (though not exclusively) meaning mainland Greece only – Crete is another story.  
However, many evacuees from the mainland were taken to Crete, some simply passing through 
on their way to Egypt, others to continue the fight and some to be captured or killed on the island.  
A few tell their stories of their own uniquely Cretan Campaign. 

 
In cases where large amounts of contemporary or later relevant data are available, or if recourse has been 
made to Regimental or Squadron records to imply collectively the details of an individual’s circumstances, the 
number of files may have been increased (for example, a Battalion War Diary or possibly a Post-Script of 
more recent newspaper cuttings referring to the Brotherhood, not founded until 1994).  In cases where 
virtually nothing is known of the individual member other than their name, the files have been created and left 
blank in the hope of one day being able to fill in some of the missing details. 
 
2.2.1 Registration Form 
 

Contains a bare minimum of standard identification data regarding the individual – basically Name, 
Rank & Serial Number plus the appropriate minimal details of their participation in the Greek 
Campaign, and a contemporary photograph if possible. 
 
In many cases there is insufficient data on a known individual to even complete this single sheet. 

 
2.2.2 Part 1  Foreword 
 

A brief preliminary introduction to the man, and explanation of any anomalies or matters of unusual or 
particular interest.  Where appropriate, authors’ books are displayed, whether published for retail or 
privately.  Where possible, all such authors have been approached and have given their implicit or 
explicit consent to the copying of content.  
 

2.2.3 Part 2  Pre-Greece 
 

If known at all, this section generally includes a man’s pre-war military career details if the individual 
was a regular serving soldier, sailor or airman or a Reservist prior to hostilities being declared, or if he 
had previously joined a volunteer Territorial unit. 
 
After mobilisation, details of service prior to arriving in Greece are related.  These mostly refer initially 
to the passage from the UK to the Middle East (via Mediterranean troop convoys before the collapse 
of France and Italy’s entry into the war in June 1940; via the Cape of Good Hope and into the Suez 
basin thereafter).  The majority of the land forces ultimately destined for service in Greece were first 
deployed in Egypt and the Western Desert, others may have served in Palestine or Syria. 



 

 

2.2.4 Part 3  Greek Campaign 
 
The Royal Air Force despatched several squadrons to Greece in November 1940 to assist in 
countering Italian air attacks on the Greek mainland and to support the Greek army in resisting Italian 
incursions across the Greco-Albanian border.  There were also a small number of specialised British 
Army units in operation in Greece at this time, including Military Police guarding Italian prisoners of 
war.  The bulk of ‘W’ Force of British, Australian and New Zealand land forces were transhipped to 
Piraeus from Alexandria in March 1941 and deployed to defend the Greek border with Yugoslavia. 
 
A very small number of the participants in the Greek Campaign kept regular diaries which are 
invaluable for day-to-day details of Unit location and activity.  Similar detailed information can be 
obtained from official or quasi-official records if they can be located and accessed.  Others had their 
own personal reasons for being able to remember or deduce retrospectively the times, places and 
comrades involved in their mutually shared experiences. 
 
For some individuals who recorded nothing themselves it has been necessary to infer and transfer the 
known parallel experiences of their contemporary scribe colleagues.  For others there is no 
information at all except a name and maybe a Unit.  Empty files and empty pages have been 
prepared in the Archive for these faint and fading ghosts – awaiting possible future input from family 
and friends before, alas, they disappear for ever..  
 

2.2.5 Part 4  Post-Greece 
 

Depending upon which authority is referred to, something in the order of 60-65,000 Allied servicemen 
were sent to Greece to take part in the 1940-41 Campaign against the invading Italian and German 
forces.  Approximately 3,000 were killed or wounded in action and at the end approximately 50,000 
were successfully evacuated by the Royal Navy, Royal Australian Navy and the British, Greek and 
Dutch Merchant Navies. Very roughly 10-12,000 men (British, Australian, New Zealanders but also 
including Yugoslavs, Palestinians, Cypriots, Lascars and others) were taken as Prisoners of War, 
either by capture or by official local surrender. 
 
Numerically many more lived to fight (and possibly die) another day than were taken prisoner.  
However, details of the later wartime exploits of the majority of the Greek campaign survivors are far 
from commonplace.  On the other hand, the experiences of those who were incarcerated as Prisoners 
of War can usually be followed and/or surmised to some degree or another, ranging widely from a 
single PoW registration number to entire auto-biographical published accounts incorporating 
numerous contemporary photographs and illustrations. 
 

2.2.6 Part 5  Post-Script 
 

Post-war activity of note – only a few such cases. 
 

2.3 List of Contributors 
 

Through the Brotherhood Newsletter all Veterans and their families have been invited to contribute copies of 
any documentary evidence, souvenirs or just stories from their own Campaign participant.  Some have, some 
have not, some have died and some may truly have nothing to offer.  Whether information has been 
forthcoming or not, searches have been made into both publicly available published material and into internet 
sources.  No copyrights have knowingly been breached and accreditation has been recognised where-ever 
possible.  All contributors’ personal contact data has been removed from the Archive Folders and placed in a 
dedicated folder titled CONFIDENTIAL DATA. 
 
2.3.1 Individually 

 
The current Brotherhood mailing list was used as the starting point to establish the potential roll of 
contributors to the Archive (though several names had already disappeared from the list since its first 
collation).  However, some of the original Veterans are happily still with us, and those that have 
passed on are now represented on the mailing list by family or friends.  
 



 

 

In addition to the existing Members’ list, there are several individuals known to the Archivist who 
certainly were involved in the Greek Campaign but who were probably never aware of the  Brother-
hood for one reason or another.  On the other hand, some individuals who are represented on the 
current mailing list appear to have no other personal data to contribute than their names and Units. 

 
2.3.2 Collectively 

 
Edwin Horlington started this ball rolling by collecting, transcribing and editing the memoirs of 27 
‘Greek Campaigners’ (including his own) and publishing them in his exemplary bench-mark work “Tell 
Them We Were Here”.  The present Archive seeks to respond to that call by adding to the original 27 
and re-organising and standardising the format for as many other individuals as can be found. 
 
As mentioned previously, some members on the Archive List have very few details at all.  “Parallel 
experiences” have therefore been used for many such cases when only data from other reliable 
sources or the man’s Unit log or close colleagues’ accounts can be used to verify or corroborate 
particular circumstances - and no two interpretations of the same event ever seem to be exactly the 
same.  A lot of this Archive work must therefore rely on high probability rather than absolute certainty.   
 

2.3.3 Incompletely 
 
Liberation Forces: By far the greatest number of member names on the Brotherhood mailing list 
apply to the initial 1940-41 Campaign.  In addition to these, 15 members were engaged in the 
Liberation of Greece in 1944 and the subsequent civilian faction in-fighting up until 1947.  In general, 
very little data on the experiences of these members has been received or acquired, so much so that 
only their partially completed Registration Forms exist in most cases.  More future effort is required 
here, perhaps, for this particular group. 
 
WW2 Experience Centre: The families of 10 Veterans have deposited at least some of their 
memorabilia in the Second World War Experience Centre near Wetherby in Yorkshire (post code 
LS23 7BF, tel 01937 541274).  It is necessary to visit the Centre in person in order to view collections 
and copying can be a rather slow and costly process.  The present Archivist has only spent one half-
day at this site and achieved precious little.  Much more time needs to be expended here to uncover 
and photocopy the appropriate sources.  Future family and/or military historians will have to do the 
spade-work here.  The individual members referred to are clearly indicated in their Foreword File. 
 

3 Direction 
 
3.1 Present Summary 
 
The Archive Directory currently holds the Personal Files of 540+ participants in the Greek Campaigns.  Their 
content varies from merely the name of the individual on a single sheet to over 100 pages of combined text 
and illustrations in the best-documented cases.  Even with these latter examples, the Archivist does not 
pretend to believe that the full story has finally been told.  It can only go as far as he has been able to 
ascertain to date from the limited official, personal or family sources available.  There must be a lot more out 
there waiting to be uncovered. 
 
In addition, the Archive contains several Research Folders applicable generally to the Campaigns.  Where 
possible, almost everything is in Word format.  At present the only place that the Archive exists is on the 
Archivist’s personal computer plus a couple of essential flash drive back-up devices.  Extracts can be emailed 
or hard copy printed off but only by directly contacting the Archivist first and awaiting a response.  This 
obviously needs to change to make the information easily available to everyone. 
 
3.2 Future Progress 
 
Through our website “ww2greekveterans.com” all of this research and archive material is now in the public 
domain by way of the Brotherhood website, so that it is freely and readily accessible to all.  Skilled 
webmasters are constantly updating both the website and the Archive.  It is there to be used and promulgated 
for the benefit of future generations.  
 

Tell Them We Were Here 


