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PRE-GREECE 
 

Lance-Sergeant Jack Dean, 292 Field Company, Royal Engineers 
 

Jack’s Story Before Greece 
 
Jack enlisted in the 46th (North Staffordshire) Territorial Army Regiment in 1937 or 1938.  He attended a 
TA Training Camp at Monmouth in August 1939, as stated in manuscript at the top of the photograph 
below – confirmed personally. 
 

 
 

Jack Dean training at Monmouth, August 1939 
 
The Royal Engineers Museum informs us that on the outbreak of war, the various sub-units of the 46th 
(North Staffs) Regiment were distributed amongst 213, 214 and 292 Army Field Companies plus 293 Field 
Park Company RE. 
 

In addition, Wikipedia states that “292 Army Field Company was mobilised in ‘The Potteries' and was 
assigned to Western Command by May 1940.  It was sent to North Africa later in the year and a section 
went to Greece in November.  When the Germans invaded Greece in April the following year, the section 
was attached to 1st Armoured Brigade and was involved in blowing bridges ahead of the German 
advance, while the British forces withdrew towards the Thermopylae position and eventual evacuation.” 
 
The following sparse details are taken from among Jack’s papers in the 2nd World War Experience Centre, 
namely a newspaper cutting from the Staffordshire Evening Sentinel (no date visible): 
 
1 In July 292 Field Company sailed from Liverpool on SS Britannic, along with RHA and RE 

Medium Regiment units. 
2 Once in Egypt, 292 Coy were put to work laying water supply pipelines in the desert. 
 
Furthermore, in Jack’s archive there is a typical de rigueur snapshot of him in Egypt posing before the 
Pyramids with other members of the original “46th North Staffs”. 
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A Message from the King before departure 
 

 
 

Hopefully this New Testament would have stopped any stray bullet 
if kept in a battledress pocket 

 
 
A Question of Timing 
 
The Staffordshire Evening Sentinel states quite clearly that 292 Field Company sailed from Liverpool on 
SS Britannic in July (presumably referring to 1940) – but there is no date shown on the cutting.  However, 
it is well documented in Route to the East - the WS (Winston’s Special) Convoys by the late Arnold 
Hague, Lieutenant Commander, RNR (Rtd) that a strong Middle East support convoy sailed from 
Liverpool in September of 1940 under the Commodoreship of MV Britannic (note – the earlier SS 
Britannic was a sister ship of the ill-fated Titanic and was sunk in the Aegean Sea in 1916 while serving as 
a Royal Navy hospital ship).  So, for some inexplicable reason, the Staffs Evening Sentinel somehow got 
the date wrong. 
 
Lt Cdr Hague supplies the following convoy details 
: 

AP3 
  
“The principal reinforcement convoy which sailed from Liverpool 10.9.40: 
  

PRIVATE 11 
BRISBANE STAR 

21 
ATHLONE CASTLE 
(Vice Commodore) 

31 
BRITANNIC 

(Commodore) 
  

41 
CLAN MACARTHUR 

  

12 
IMPERIAL STAR 

22 
DURBAN CASTLE 

32 
DOMINION MONARCH 

  
  

42 
CLAN CAMPBELL 

  23 
HMS ULSTER PRINCE 

  

33 
GLAUCUS 
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 Arriving at Freetown 23.9 without CLAN CAMPBELL which fell out with defects 13.9 and proceeded 
independently thereafter, the convoy sailed on 27.9 leaving GLAUCUS behind, and arrived at Capetown 
4.10. At Capetown DURBAN CASTLE, still on liner service, remained behind while HMS ULSTER PRINCE 
and CLAN MACARTHUR were also detached as they could not make the desired convoy speed. The 
remaining ships sailed 6.10 and arrived at Suez 22.10.40. 
  
Escort was a strong one in view of the high personnel content, the destroyers HARVESTER, HAVELOCK, 
HIGHLANDER, HURRICANE, VOLUNTEER and WOLVERINE provided A/S cover until 12.9; the Armed 
Merchant Cruisers CILICIA and WOLFE provided the ocean escort to Freetown. From Freetown to 
Capetown the AMC CANTON, joined later by CARNARVON CASTLE, was the escort, from Capetown 
CANTON again escorted until 9.10 when relieved by CARTHAGE. In turn, the cruiser SHROPSHIRE 
relieved CARTHAGE on 15.10 until 20.10 when the cruiser CARLISLE and destroyers KANDAHAR and 
KINGSTON and the sloop FLAMINGO took over for the Red Sea escort.” 
 

 
 

MV Britannic 
 
 
Sapper Ken Millington, 292 Field Coy RE 
 
Fellow 292 Sapper and erstwhile convoy shipmate Ken Millington (see his Archive Folder) has a particular 
personal reason to remember and corroborate the significant dates of the voyage, as recorded in the 
BBC’s Peoples’ War series: 
 
“I enlisted on 16th February 1940 at Hartshill Barracks, Stoke on Trent, joining 292 Army Field Coy, Royal 
Engineers. My initial training was at Pangbourne, Berkshire, where we learnt to build Bailey Bridges. Early 
in September 1940 we sailed from Liverpool for Egypt on the Liner BRITTANIC. During the voyage I spent 
my 21st birthday sailing through the Red Sea with 9 pence in my pocket (Pay Day when we landed). This 
was on October 16th.  
 
On 22nd we landed and were stationed at Alexandria. We saw the pyramids, Sphinx and plenty of 
camels. When the fighting started our job was to lay water pipes through the desert as our troops moved 
forward. The sandstorms were unbearable but our troops were successfully overpowering the Italians.  
Suddenly we were sent to Greece in late March 1941 sailing on the ULSTER PRINCE.” 

http://naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-06CL-Carlisle.htm
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MV Ulster Prince 
 
Incidentally, MV Ulster Prince was to feature tragically in the evacuation phase of the Greek Campaign.  
On the night of 24th-25th April she ran aground in the narrow approach channels to Navplion Harbour and 
became a sitting target for the Luftwaffe the following day. 
 

 
 

Ulster Prince fast aground and awaiting her fate – this photograph must have been taken in the 
early morning of 25th April from the Palamidi Citadel overlooking the town 

 
 
Sapper Alan Slocombe, 292 Field Coy RE 
 
Allan was in HQ Section, 292 Coy.  His account (see his Archive Folder) confirms the dates of sailing of 
MV Brittanic from Liverpool as “early September” (1940) and Ulster Prince from Alexandria in “late March” 
(1941). 
 
Sapper Ernie Carroll, 292 Field Coy RE 
 
In a personal communication to myself, author Yvonne Speak – Ernie’s daughter and part-biographer - 
explains that “ . . . the different experiences of members of 292 Field Company on arrival in Egypt, (were 
because) . . . one section was sent straight away to Greece (among whom were Alexander Kerr and Hugh 
Wakefield) and the two remaining sections went up into the Western Desert, one section under Captain 
Hughes and the other under Captain Young.” 
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Captain Malcolm Young, 292 Field Coy, RE 
 
Malcolm was the Officer in Charge of one of the Sections of 292 Fld Coy.  His obituary from the Daily 
Telegraph states that he and his Section were sent straight to Greece from Egypt to improve the Greek 
airfields in support of the RAF.  They arrived on October 30th 1940.  This contradicts Yvonne Speak’s 
suggestion that Captain Young’s Section “went up into the Western desert”.  Whichever Section went to 
Greece early – we still do not know if Jack Dean was amongst them or not. 
 

Wikipedia adds a significant further detail: 

“292 Army Field Company . . . was mobilised in 'The Potteries' and was assigned to Western 
Command by May 1940. It was sent to North Africa later in the year and a section went to Greece in 
November. When the Germans invaded Greece in April the following year, the section was attached to 1st 
Armoured Brigade and was involved in blowing bridges ahead of the German advance, while the British 
forces withdrew towards the Thermopylae position and eventual evacuation."  

 
This is not the full story – as we know from Ken Millington and Alan Slocombe, other 292 Field Company 
Sections (including HQ) remained in Egypt until early March 1941, some being deployed in distributing 
water supplies in the desert.   
 
Mysteries thus far 
 
1 Date of MV Brittanic sailing from Liverpool – 10th September 1940.  Jack’s newspaper cutting was 

erroneous.  First mystery solved. 
 
2 Did Jack’s Section of 292 Field Coy go over to Greece from Egypt in Oct/Nov 1940 or March 1941 

(or indeed sometime in between)?  Pity there is no date on his photograph at the Pyramids.  It 
may (or may not) have helped, but certainly would have been of interest. 
 

 
Second Mystery Solved 
 
Since writing the above paragraph, Iris Dean has reviewed the current article and has kindly supplied the 
following information:  

 
“Jack was in the group that went to Greece to improve the airfields with Malcolm Young.  I think 

Jack went to Greece from Egypt in Oct/Nov1940, because when he celebrated his 21st birthday in March 
1941 (the 8th), he had already been in Athens / Piraeus for a while”. 
 
Thanks Iris. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Potteries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Command_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Command_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Armoured_Brigade_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Armoured_Brigade_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thermopylae

