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FOREWORD 
 

Lance-Sergeant Jack Dean, 292 Field Company, Royal Engineers 
 

Sources for Jack Dean come from personal correspondence with his widow Iris and by cross-reference 
with Ken Millington’s account in the BBC’s Peoples’ War series - Ken was also a Sapper in 292 Coy RE.  
Other ex-members of 292 Coy contributing to the Brotherhood archives and with relevance to Jack Dean’s 
own experiences are Alan Slocombe, Ernie Carroll and Malcolm Young. 
 
Much more data is held in Jack’s Archive at the 2nd World War Experience Centre at Otley, West 
Yorkshire.  These include many documents and photographs plus some medals, including the Greek-
awarded Campaign Medal (see below).  Regrettably my allotted time to examine Jack’s collection was 
much too short to properly photocopy his numerous papers and personal souvenir photographs - only to 
make a few scribbled notes and hurried poor quality, out of focus photographs of photographs. 
 

 
 

 
Jack Dean’s Greek Campaign Medal awarded by the Hellenic Government to Greek and Allied 

Forces who defended their country from Axis invasion in 1940 and 1941 
 

Considerable reference has also been made to Yvonne Speak’s* enlightening and well-researched 
unpublished novel “Wrath of the Gods”, concerning certain fictitious and some real 292 Field Company 
personnel, as well as other real-life Veterans in minor supporting roles. The narrative describes the 
hypothetical experiences of some typical ‘composite’ sappers from their arrival at Piraeus and throughout 
the Greek Campaign and their subsequent incarceration in Stalag XVIIIA.  Jack Dean would have found 
the characters, locations and scenarios perfectly familiar and recognisable, and would, no doubt, have 
been an active participant in some of the activities and actions described.  
 
 
 
 
*Yvonne is the daughter of ex-sapper Ernie Carroll, fellow 292 Field Company Royal Engineer in Greece 
and Stalag XVIIIA (see his Veteran’s Archive Folder for more detail). 
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Below is shown a copy of the inventory of Jack’s Archive Collection held at Otley. 

 
 
Final Note: It is frequently the case with the Veterans’ accounts that any two witnesses will have at 
least two differing versions of any one single event.  Furthermore, it would seem that 292 Field Company 
constituent platoons and other detachments were deployed tactically in various parts of Egypt and Greece 
as developing circumstances demanded.  Sadly we do not have Jack’s own personal account to refer to, 
so a ‘best assumption’ policy has been utilised throughout this narrative, comparing various source 
accounts, with the necessary references where possible and if known. 
 
As Bernard O’Connor, author of “Sabotage in Greece” explains and advises other authors:  
 
“(It is) . . . very rare that two sources tell exactly the same story.  The more you can find, both primary and 
secondary, the better picture you can paint. Just because you find one account which you know 
contradicts what you’ve read elsewhere, still include it and point out the differences, or sometimes leave 
the reader to pick up the errors. Make your readers think for themselves or they’ll rely too heavily on you 
for the truth. 
It’s impossible to tell the whole truth of a war in a book as no one can know the complete story, only put 
together the disparate snippets of evidence as you find them. I sometimes describe my work as being 
rather like an archaeologist, piecing together some ancient artefact but from pieces that are not always 
from the same site. The artefact may not look perfect, it hopefully resembles the original, it’ll have cracks 
and may well collapse with no support. 
It’s like doing a jigsaw but there’s no box, the pieces are all over the place, there’s no lid so you’re making 
guesses where each piece goes. It might fit but you need most of the pieces before you can get the 
overview. My work, I have to admit, is not 100% accurate as I don’t have and can’t have all the pieces. 
(Besides) . . . I can’t read Greek or German!” 


