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POST-GREECE 
 

SQMS John Newstead, 4th Queen’s Own Hussars 
 

Relevant parts of his post-liberation PoW questionnaire are shown overleaf, but significant, interesting, 
essential and frequently hard-to-read details are highlighted here.  The original layout, (mis)spelling and 
punctuation is preserved as far as is reasonable. 
 
 
Liberated PoW Questionnaire (from National Archives, Kew) 
 
Stalag XVIIIA Registration Number 2487. 
 
No: 551348  Rank:  S.Q.M.S.  Surname: Newstead 
Christian Names: John 
Unit:   4th Queen’s Own Hussars 
Division:  2nd Armoured Div 
Date of Birth:  19 – 1 - 13 
Date of Enlistment: 21 – 2 - 31 
Civilian Profession: Coal Miner 
Private Address: 16, King’s Avenue, Tongham 
   Surrey, England 
Place & Date of Original Capture: 28th or 29th April, Greece 
Wounded when Captured?  No 
Main Camps in which Imprisoned: 
 Corinth & Salonika Greece   30th April ‘41  18th July ’41 approx 
 XVIIIA   Austria   9 – 6 - 41 1 – 5 – 45 
 XVIIIC (307)      “   2 – 5 – 45 20 – 5 - 45 
Working Camps*: 
 Wissenbach  9-6-41      1-10-41  Stone Quarry 
 Hieflau   2-10-41      1-6-43  Railway Work 
 Bad Gleickenberg 11-11-43    1-9-44  General Work 
 Dorf Gleickenberg 2-9-44      29-3-45  Farming 
 
*Notes:  
1 Wi(e)ssenbach does not appear on Ian brown’s “Stalag 18A” website list of known Work Parties. 
 
2 Hieflau was the location of Work Party 955/GW (details shown below). 
 
3 Bad Gleickenberg (no details) was home to 560/L (i.e. land work = farming).  It was also a Spa 
village (Bad=bath) and would therefore have exported “health (mineral) waters” (see Sabotage). 
 
4 Dorf Gleickenberg is not identified as a separate camp, but Bad and Dorf Gleickenberg are 
effectively the same place. 
 
5 There is a photo under Work Camp 373/GW at Weng bei Admont that claims to show SQMS 
Newstead.  John himself does not claim to have been in this camp – but Ian Brown’s caveat on the source 
of some of the photos allow for that.  The photo certainly looks like a senior NCO with the crown above 
the 3 stripes.  More research required here. 
 
 
Serious Illnesses:  No 
Adequate Medical Treatment: Yes 

 
Capture & Escape Lectures: I cannot remember but do not think so  
Interrogation:   No 
Escapes Attempted:  No 
Sabotage: Railway work – smashed large glass bottles on wagons when not 

observed.  Threw repairing material (small stuff) into river beside railway.  
Set fire to a wagon containing, I think, 40,000 bottles of health (mineral) 
waters!!  Date approx. Dec 1943, Bad Gleickenberg. 
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Collaboration**: Ref. British Free Corps – Enlisted to fight against Russians – Believed 
that N.C.O. responsible was Cpl Corlander N.Z.E.F. Stalag XVIIIA. 

 
**John was right to suspect Cpl Corlander.  An article is appended at the end of this report referring to  
Corlander and the British Free Corps. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

SQMS John Newstead’s PoW Questionnaire, Page 1 of 2 
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SQMS John Newstead’s PoW Questionnaire, Page 2 of 2 
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Work Camp  373 GW 
 

Location: Weng bei Admont 

Type of work: Erecting high voltage line across Buchau valley to Liezen steelworks. 

Man of Confidence: L/Cpl Harding 

Number of Men: 73 

Known to be present 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

James Cannon Dvr RASC 2284 Ayrshire 

Archie Currie       Scotland 

W. Divers Dvr RASC 2341   

John Gemmell Dvr RASC 2367 Ayrshire 

'Busty' Hammond         

? Harding L/Cpl     MOC 

Ray Mawson Spr RE 2281   

Lionel Mead Spr RE 2520 Isle of Sheppey 

Dusty Miller         

J. Newstead SQMS RAC 2487   

Ted Silk Dvr RASC 2391 Cambridge 

James Smith       Kircaldy, Scotland 

Leonard Smith Dvr RASC 2502 also 7010/GW 

William F. (Bill) Webb SQMS RAVC 2268   

Peter Ronald Whitworth Pte 2/5 Inf. Bn. 3327 Australia; also 720/L, 

Bill Young Dvr RASC 2368 Dunfermline, Scotland 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Busty Hammond & Doc McCoy Hammond, Currie & Divers Bill Webb & J. Newstead 

Note: Names and photographs kindly supplied by Alan Jackman, son-in-law of Leonard Smith, and Peter 
Whitworth, whose father had the same name. Some of these names and photographs may not belong to 
373/GW. 

http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc720L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/jackman/jackman36.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/jackman/jackman16.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/jackman/jackman38.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/jackman/jackman41.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/jackman/jackman09d.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/jackman/jackman07.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/whitworth/whitworth02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/whitworth/whitworth03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/whitworth/whitworth04.jpg
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The Kriegshaber Family 

  

 Liesl, Dr Karl, Christoph, Dr Trude, Elli (Summer 1946) 

 

The photograph shown above was sent to me from Australia by Peter Whitworth. On the back is written 
'To our good friend Peter from the Kriegshaber family'. This 'Peter' is Peter Senior who was a POW held 
in Weng. Thanks to the wonders of Google, I have managed to contact Johannes Heidecker who is the 
son of Liesl, the girl on the left of the photo. Thanks to Liesl and her sister, Eleonore (Elli), we now know a 
little bit more about the POWs in Weng. 

Eleonore remembers Peter Whitworth as a 'big blond English guy' (apologies to Australians!) The British 
POWs used to visit the farm on Sundays to swim in the pond (photo above). Another attraction by the 
pond was the presence of the local girls. Elli remembers using binoculras with two of her friends to 
observe what the POWs got up to. A friend of Liesl's, Lore Schmitt, distinctly remembers how a POW 
saved a little girl from drowning in the pond. 

"The swimming agreement stated that they (the POWs)could use the pond on Sunday afternoon, of 
course alone and under guard (with rifle). German National comrades should not have anything to do with 
enemies Contact was forbidden! But: also we wanted to swim on Sunday afternoon and big grumble was 
going on! Well, on the Ennstalerhof (the Kriegshaber farm) the clocks were always running a little bit 
different from elsewhere and so on the second or third Sunday we went to the pond, too, and nothing else 
happened. The English camped on the south side of the pond (as on the photo) and we were on the north 
side in the children’s area. Sometimes one side was swimming, then the other side. In summer 1944 
some children from Weng came up to us to use the pond, of course they could not swim and stayed in the 
children’s area. We were also there. So one Sunday a little girl (probably Steffie Kroll) came with her 
brother, a little bit older. We were a few in the children’s area, Elli was also there. The little girl was sliding 
on the stairs, which like the wooden floor was always soapy, and she drowned. I was close to her but saw 
nothing. We only noticed when one of the soldiers jumped into the water, made a speedy crawl to us and 
under our appalled eyes pulled the child out of the water. The girl was not unconscious, just had a shock, 
and recovered soon. Trude gave her some dry clothes and the kids walked home." 

Lori was ten years old in 1941 when she was sent by her parents from Bremen to Weng to avoid the 
bombing. She did not return to Bremen until 1946. She still lives there. She also remembers being visited 
by three POWs. 

"It must have been three prisoners with whom we had closer contact; the two of the delegation and a third 
one. One was the translator, one was the paramedic and one Australian from Geelong in South Australia. 
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It must have been him who sent a parcel after the war with tissues and other things. His name was, in my 
memory, Smits (Smith?). 'Our three' always found an excuse to come and visit. They claimed that they 
needed to tune the piano. How often they needed to tune the paino in the next months, even if it didn't 
need tuning. It was a lot of fun for all of us. The guard was sitting comfortably in the kitchen and we were 
all sitting in the living room, listening to forbidden English records from before the war. For the men, these 
hours were like being at home." 

Red Cross Inspection Report 

Date of visit: 15 September 1943 

General Description 

Former factory building. 

Interior arrangement 

Three sleeping rooms and one recreation room, double-tier beds, electric light. 

Bathing and washing facilities 

Adequate. 

Toilet facilities 

Adequate. 

Food and Cooking 

Done by 2 women with the aid of 4 British orderlies, noted for light work. 

Medical attention and sickness 

Medical attention given by a civilian doctor at Admont about 4km away. Medical supply adequate. Dental 
treatment has to be organised. The sanitator asked to be allowed to go for his supply and equipment to 
Stalag from time to time. This was granted. 

Clothing 

No complaint. 

Laundry 

Done by the men. 

Money and Pay 

Correct. 

Canteen 

Some articles are sent from time to time by the guards company or by Stalag. 

Religious activity 

No visit of the padre yet. 

Recreation and exercise 

There is a sportsfield available and in the summer the men have been able to go swimming in the nearby 
River Enns. 

Mail 

Fairly regular. 

Welfare work 
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In order. 

Complaints 

No complaint. 

General impression 

This is a very good camp. 

Work Camp  955 GW 
 

Location: Hieflau 

Type of work: Railway 

Man of Confidence: Not known 

Number of Men: Not known 

Known to be present: 
 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

Ewen Gilchrist Halls Pte 1 Cps. H.Q. 3762 Australia; also 22/GW 

William McGuinness Pte RASC 2154   

William Donald Pinder Dvr RE 2213 Lichfield, Staffs; also 107/GW 

Alec Robertson Dvr RASC 2532 also 22/GW 

William Francis Surtees Gnr RA 5186 Capt'd Crete; also 200/GW, 10029/GW 

Sydney R.B. Willis Dvr RASC 2789 Droitwich; also 139/L, 10105/GW 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Photos and names kindly supplied by Kaye Clough, daughter of Pte E.G. Halls. The bottom centre photo 
shows Alec Robertson carrying a half-bag of cement up to the Avalanche Warning Lookout Station on 
Mount Tamischbachturm. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc22gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc107gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc22gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc10029gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/wc10105gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/clough/clough09.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/clough/clough10.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/clough/clough11.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/pooler/pooler21.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/clough/clough12.jpg
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From Daily Mail archives website: 
 

The face of Hitler's British SS: Chilling pictures of the traitors who joined the Fuhrer's 
most evil unit - with a Union Flag on their sleeve 
By GUY WALTERS  
UPDATED: 13:09, 22 March 2010 
 
At first glance, he looks to be a regular corporal in Hitler's dreaded Waffen-SS. The uniform is certainly 
familiar enough. But look a little closer and two disturbing clues emerge as to his true identity. 
On the man's right arm, a Union Flag shield is just visible, while his right collar tab hides a strange 
insignia  -  the three lions of the Royal Standard of England. 
 
For this corporal was no ordinary Nazi. He belonged to a shadowy and little-known unit of the SS called 
the British Free Corps (BFC), a group of treacherous British and Commonwealth soldiers who decided to 
fight for the Nazis rather than spend the war in honourable captivity as PoWs. 
 

 
 

Total traitor: Roy Courlander in his SS uniform, featuring a Union Flag just visible in the bottom 
left-hand corner. 
 
Photographs of members of the British Free Corps in uniform are fantastically rare  -  the last was found 
30 years ago. But earlier this month, I discovered this faded photograph  -  and several others like it  -  in 
a long-forgotten file buried away at the National Archives in Kew, Surrey. 
 
The photographs  -  of 14 men in total  -  had been tucked away in a folder relating to an RAF war crimes 
investigation unit that I stumbled upon while researching a forthcoming book. 
 
Placed in a plain brown manilla A5 envelope marked simply 'collaborators', there were no accompanying 
documents, nor any details of the men's identities. 
 
But from piecing together other historical records, I have been able to trace most of those shown here, 
and in some cases tell the full story of their betrayal  -  and reveal what became of them after the war. 
Together, their tales cast a fascinating new light on some of Britain's worst wartime traitors. 
 
So who was the first arrogant young man, posing proudly in his SS uniform? His name was Roy Nicholas 
Courlander  -  one of the leading members of the BFC. And what makes his betrayal even more abhorrent 
is that he had been raised by a Jewish family. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Guy+Walters
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From the left, these BFC members are believed to be Railton Freeman, Leonard Banning, Martin 
James Monti and Douglas Berneville-Clay 
 
  
Born illegitimately in London in 1914, the young Roy was adopted by a Lithuanian Jewish businessman 
who sent him to boarding school. When he was 19, however, he was sent to live and work on a coconut 
plantation owned by his father in the New Hebrides in the South Pacific.  
On the outbreak of war, Courlander was enlisted into the New Zealand army, and served in the Western 
Desert and Greece, where he was captured in April 1941.   
 
But unbeknown to his fellow PoWs, Courlander harboured secret fascist sympathies and had come to 
believe in the inevitability of a Nazi victory. So when the Germans invaded Russia that summer he 
decided to defect, volunteering to fight for Hitler against the Soviets. 
 
His request was initially turned down by the Germans, and Courlander spent the next year acting instead 
as an interpreter at his PoW camp.  Nevertheless, he continued to ally himself with his captors, and in 
June 1943, he was rewarded with a transfer to Genshagen PoW camp 20 miles south of Berlin. 
Superficially, Genshagen appeared to be almost like a holiday camp, where PoWs were well fed and had 
access to many more amenities than they would expect at a normal Stalag.  Billed as a camp where 
compliant prisoners could enjoy a well-earned break, its purpose was far more sinister  -  it was a place in 
which prisoners were recruited to help the German cause. 
 
While at Genshagen, Courlander first came into contact with one of the most despicable and infamous 
British traitors of the war  -  John Amery.  An Old Harrovian and son of a leading member of Churchill's 
Cabinet, Amery was a sexual pervert, a bankrupt and a convinced Nazi who had remained in France with 
his prostitute wife after the fall of Paris.  
 
Amery spent his time making speeches glorifying the Third Reich before he kindled the idea of forming a 
British unit that could fight alongside the Germans  -  the British Free Corps.  Initially christened the 
'Legion of St George', the idea was personally approved by the Führer. On December 28, 1942, Hitler had 
sent out the following order from his lair in the forest at Rastenburg: 'The Führer is in agreement with the 
establishment of an English legion . . . former members of the English Fascist Party or those with similar 
ideology  -  therefore quality, not quantity.'  Hitler stipulated that the unit should reach platoon strength  -  
around 30 men  -  before going into action.  Amery toured PoW camps attempting to recruit British and 
Commonwealth-troops to enlist, but he met little more than catcalls and jeers. His recruiting leaflets were 
often used as lavatory paper by patriotic prisoners. 
 
Courlander, though, was eager to enlist. Even before joining Amery's unit, he proved his loyalties to his 
new masters by broadcasting on German radio. The Nazis thought that using British citizens for these 
transmissions was a useful propaganda weapon. 
 
The most famous broadcaster was William Joyce, more infamously known as 'Lord Haw-Haw'. But 
Courlander did more than just make broadcasts. He actively tried to convince fellow PoWs to join the new 
'British SS'.  The vast majority were understandably outraged. Those who were persuaded to sign up had 
often been members of Oswald Mosley's Blackshirts, or chancers who were lured by the promise of 
decent food, alcohol, and access to female company. 
 
Towards the end of 1943, Courlander was sent to live in Pankow in Berlin, where he was billeted along 
with his fellow recruits. On January 1, 1944, the British Free Corps finally came into being, and 
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Courlander was given the rank of corporal.  As the leading light in the unit, he had hoped to be 
commissioned as an officer, but the job went to a German SS captain called Hans-Werner Roepke. 
 
In the spring, the unit was posted to Hildesheim, 20 miles south-east of Hanover, and on April 20, 1944 
(Hitler's 55th birthday), the unit had its inaugural parade wearing its specially designed BFC uniforms 
featuring the Union Flag and the three lions collar tab that Courlander is shown wearing in the photograph 
above  What is not visible in this image is the cuff band which read 'British Free Corps', an addition that 
must surely have startled the residents of Hildesheim when the British collaborators caroused with 
German women in the local cafés.  Like his fellow traitors, Courlander jumped at the chance of female 
company, and while he continued his radio work in Berlin, he struck up a relationship with a German girl 
called Carola. 
 
But as the year wore on, even the most dim-witted members of the BFC realised that the war was going 
against Germany, and they had no desire to go into action. 'The unit was just trying to kill time,' Captain 
Roepke remembered many years later.  Even Courlander's loyalty to the Nazis dissipated, and during that 
summer he made plans to escape.  Along with another BFC member, Francis Maton (see below), 
Courlander was seconded to the SS propaganda regiment on the Western Front, which he hoped would 
give him the chance to defect back to the Allies. 
 
On September 3, the two men duly arrived in Brussels, where they went into hiding rather than face the 
advancing Allied army. The following day, they gave themselves up to a British officer, thus becoming the 
first two BFC men to be arrested.  
 

 
 
    
 
During his subsequent interrogations, Courlander spoke freely and did not hesitate to name fellow traitors. 
As a result, the British were able to identify many other 'rotten apples' and round them up as the Allies 
advanced through Europe. 
 
So what became of Courlander and his fellow BFC members? After capture, they were brought back to 
Britain for trial. Surprisingly, even though the men were convicted of assisting the enemy, most of their 
sentences were not as severe as might be expected. 
 
Though John Amery was hanged as the ringleader, Courlander received only a 15-year jail sentence, 
which was later cut in half. But, fearful of retribution, the men were understandably keen to keep their 
wartime records secret on their release. 

http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2010/03/21/article-1259632-08D072C1000005DC-296_634x378_popup.jpg
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After serving his time, Courlander moved to Australia in the early Fifties to start a new life, but spent his 
last years wandering from lowly address to lowly address.  He ended up in a small industrial town of 
Lethbridge Park, two hours' drive from Sydney, which at the time was home to many serving and former 
soldiers.  His last address was a ground-floor council flat in a graffiti-scarred rundown block. 
 
Today, no one in the block of flats remembers the Englishman who lived there 31 years ago  -  virtually 
everyone now living in the complex and neighbouring houses has moved in since that time.  But it was 
here that Roy Courlander's controversial life ended at the age of 65.  Today, all that remains of his past is 
his forgotten snapshot  -  a picture of the traitor who had worn his SS uniform with pride. 
 
● If you can identify any of the unknown BFC members pictured here, please 
contact r.kisiel@dailymail.co.uk 

 

mailto:ryan.kisiel@dailymail.co.uk

