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POST-GREECE 
 

Driver John Adrian Lewis Spark, Petrol Coy, AASC, 6th AIF  
 

Relevant parts of his post-liberation PoW questionnaire are shown overleaf, but significant, interesting, 
essential and frequently hard-to-read details are highlighted here.  The original layout, (mis)spelling and 
punctuation is preserved as far as is reasonable. 
 
 
Liberated PoW Questionnaire (from National Archives, Kew) 
 
Stalag XVIIIA Registration Number 4966. 
 
No: VX 10349  Rank: Driver  Surname: Spark 
Christian Names: John Adrian Lewis 
Unit:   6th Australian Division, Petrol Coy, AASC 
Division:  6th AIF Division 
Date of Birth:  9 / 4  / 1901 
Date of Enlistment: 20 / 2 / 1940 
Civilian Profession: Farmer 
Private Address: Box 32, Ultima, Victoria, Australia 
    
Place & Date of Original Capture:  Megra (sic), Greece  29 / 4 / 1941    
Wounded when Captured?  No 
 
Main Camps in which Imprisoned: 
 XVIIID  Marberg  22 / 6 / 1941  23 / 4 / 1942 
 XVIIIA  Wolfsberg 
 In Wolfsberg Hospital  Oct, Nov, Dec 1944 
 In Graz (Hospital)  Feb 2/1945 
 XVIIIC* 
Note: * Markt Pongau 
 
Working Camps: 
  Marberg  July 1941 April 1942 Stone Quarry 
         ^Cematary (sic) 
         ^^Thesien (sic) Motor Factory 
Note: ^See experience of Sam Brearley recounted below. 
 ^^Probably one of the 86/GW Work Parties. 
 
Serious Illnesses: Gastric Ulcer  Bad Food In Wolfsberg Hospital Oct, Nov, Dec 1944 
        Strained Heart, Graz GW Hospital,  
        Feb 1944 (sic, 1945) 
Adequate Medical Treatment: Diet.   Still under treatment. 
 

                         

Stalag 
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From Ian Brown’s “Stalag 18A” website: 
 

Work Camp  86 GW 
 

Work Parties: 66GW, 67GW, 68GW 
 
Location: Thesen, near Marburg on the Drau 
 
Type of work: Construction 
 
Man of Confidence: Bdr E.W. Legget 
 
Number of Men: 251 
 
Known to be present:  
 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

? Adams Sgt     Australia; escaped 1944 

Victor Leonard Bailey Gnr RA 4512 Also 143/GW 

George Cable Sailor HMS Gloucester   England; escaped 1944 

George Cotter Gnr     Australia; escaped 1944 

Viv Harper       NZ; escaped 1944 

? Honeywell Sgt Indian Army     

Walter Stephen Hunt Pte 24th Bn. 4646 NZ; 68/GW 

? Jennings Sgt     Australia; escaped 1944 

Charles H.J. Lawrence Tpr RAC 6047 Also 7010/GW 

E.W. Legget Bdr RA 6946   

Alec Marshall Pte R Ulst. R   Also 78/L; escaped 1944 

R.D. McCurdy Pte   4576 New Zealand 

Sid Paling       England 

? Poidevin Sgt     Australia; escaped 1944 

Albert 'Paddy' Roachock Pte 2/6 Inf. Bn. 7422 Australia 

? Rose Sgt Leics.   England 

Albert Arthur Smith Cpl Foresters 7474   

Harold J.F.E. Tideswell Sgmn R Sigs 4434 Also 539/L, 1010/GW 

Andrew Carr Tulip Sgmn R Sigs 5341 Co. Durham 

Elvet Williams Pte Welch 5841 Also 2056/L, 785/GW; escaped 1944 

? Winstanley       England 

  

 
 

 

Large group 4th Hussar POWs Stephen Hunt group 

 

 

 

Christmas Christmas Christmas 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc539L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc1010gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc785gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/tideswell/tideswell03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrence/lawrence01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hunt/hunt02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrence/lawrence03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrence/lawrence02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/rowe/roweg03.jpg
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Charles Lawrence Andrew Tulip Harold Tideswell 

 

    

Albert Smith group     

(The 4th Hussars and Christmas photos above are probably from 68/GW, but there is some doubt. These 
pictures kindly loaned by Bob Lawrence, son of Charles Lawrence, and Gill Rowe, daughter of Victor Bailey. 
The top right picture is definitely from 68/GW and includes Pte Stephen Hunt, 24th Bn. 2NZEF, kindly sent by 
his son, Eric. The Albert Smith picture comes from his son, David.) 

International Red Cross Inspection Report: 

Date of visit: September 8th 1943 

General Description 

Big camp formed by two barracks of the latest type with corridor. Special hut for washhouse and latrines. 
There is a compound for basketball inside the barbed wire. There is no dayroom in the camp. The delegate 
asked that one should be added as in the winter the men had no opportunity whatever for plays or concerts. 

Interior arrangement 

The barracks contain a certain number of rooms left and right of the corridor for 15 to 20 men. There is electric 
light in the barracks and the heating is said to be adequate. 

Bathing and washing facilities 

Adequate. 

Toilet facilities 

Latrines (flush type) adequate. 

Food and Cooking 

The food is fetched at the works canteen. Private food is cooked in the sleeping quarters. 

Medical attention and sickness 

Medical attention is given by a civilian doctor attached to the works. There is a revier in the camp with 10 
beds. The sanitators look after the sick. Medical supply adequate. Dental treatment in order.  

Clothing 

Good. 

http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrence/chjlawrence.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/tideswell/tideswell04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/tideswell/tideswell01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/smithdavid/smithdavid.jpg
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Laundry 

Done by the men.  

Money and Pay 

Correct. 

Canteen 

Some articles can be bought by the Man of Confidence in Marburg.  

Religious activity 

Regular visits from Stalag.  

Recreation and exercise 

Basketball is played in the camp. A football ground will be available outside the camp after 15th October. 

Mail 

Regular 

Welfare work 

In order. 

Complaints 

There was a complaint that the treatment of prisoners of war in this enterprise was not fair. They ask to be 
considered as soldiers and not merely as working slaves. The accompanying officer promised to see the 
director of works about this.  

General impression 

Materially speaking this camp is very good but the attitude of the German civilian authorities creates continual 
difficulties. If this situation should go on, the Stalag would close this camp and take the prisoners-of-war back.  

There is another mention of this Work Camp in a larger review of several work camps.  

April 22nd 1944  

The immediate dissolution of work detachments 64/65/68 GW at Thesen near Marburg was confirmed by 
Commandant.  

(This reference refers to a special report dated 28th April 1944, which is not currently available.) 
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From the Archive of Corporal Sam Brearley, RASC, whilst a PoW in Stalag XVIIID, on a Work Party at Thesen 
Cemetery, on the southern bank of the River Drau, just across the bridge from Marberg:  

 
“The Germans were always organising working parties, taking into account your civilian job.  I was down in 
their records as a Schauspieler (Actor) which was my job when I joined up, so as that job wasn't any use to 
their war effort they signed me up as a Totengraber (Grave-digger).  A train load of Russian P.o.W.s had 
arrived at the sidings where we first arrived and they were in a terrible condition with typhus disease rampant 
and they soon started to die at the rate of 40 a day.  That was where I came in.  About a dozen of us marched 
up to the cemetery every morning to dig the deep graves.  The cemetery was up the hill near the hospital so 
we had a good mile and a half march to get there.” 
 

 
 

Bringing out the dead 
 

 
 

Sam’s party filling in the multiple graves (as did John Spark) 
 
“The graves were dug to about 8-9 feet deep in a field by the cemetery on unconsecrated ground, then we 
retired to the other end of the field with our football for a kick around until the lorries arrived.  The next job we 
baulked at as being outside the rules of The Geneva Convention.  We would not do the actual burial when the 
Russian corpses arrived but watched the ghastly operation from a distance.  A lorry load arrived and backed 
up to the end of the grave and dropped the tail-board.  Two German 'undertakers' each armed with a long-
handled pair of tongs would take hold of a corpse, drag it out of the lorry and drop it neatly into the hole.  No 
ceremony.  No Russian Orthodox priest to officiate.  As the Germans explained - that was unconsecrated 
ground so not necessary - and they were only sub-human Kulaks anyway.  The undertakers then finished off 
their work with a thick covering of lime.  We then returned to fill in the rest of the grave.  When the grave was 
completed a wooden board with a list of numbers written on it was placed at the end of the grave but the 
numbers were not necessarily the ones who had just been buried there.  After a few days of that I felt I had 
done enough so I went over to the cemetery where my old pal, Len Sutton was tending the graves of our 
chaps in a section set aside for them.  Len did a wonderful job making that section look like a Military 
Cemetery, neat and tidy with white crosses.  He even grew flowers to decorate the graves.” 


