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POST-GREECE 
 

Driver Edward John Sparks, No.1 Reserve M T Company, RASC  
 

Relevant parts of his post-liberation PoW questionnaire are shown overleaf, but significant, interesting, 
essential and frequently hard-to-read details are highlighted here.  The original layout, (mis)spelling and 
punctuation is preserved as far as is reasonable. 
 
 
Liberated PoW Questionnaire (from National Archives, Kew) 
 
Stalag XVIIIA Registration Number 1139. 
 
No: 5100571  Rank: Driver  Surname: Sparks 
Christian Names: Edward John 
Unit:   No.1 Res MT Coy, RASC 
Division:  MEF  2nd Echelon 
Date of Birth:  31 – 3 - 03 
Date of Enlistment: 28 – 9 - 38 
Civilian Profession: Bus Driver 
Private Address: 10, Eliot St, 
   Nechells,  Birmingham 7,  England   
Place & Date of Original Capture:  Kalamata,  Greece  29  - 4 – 41    
Wounded when Captured?  No 
 
Main Camps in which Imprisoned: 
 Stalag XVIIIA Wolfsberg  22 – 6 - 1941  1 – 7 – 1941 
 Stalag XVIIIC Markt Pongau  28 – 4 - 1945 
 
Working Camps: 
  *Trassich 1 – 7 - 41 28 – 2 - 42  Road Making 
  **Niklasdorf 1 – 3 – 42 1 – 10 – 44  Canal Making 
  ***Pegaur 1 – 10 - 44 5 – 4 - 45  Tunnel Making 
 
Note:  *Probably 10049/GW at Trasinschk’ 
  **probably 924/GW at Niklasdorf. 
  ***Probably 119/GW at Peggau. 
 
Serious Illnesses: - 
 

 
 

Welcome to Wolfsberg 
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Driver Edward John Sparks’ PoW Questionnaire, Page 1 of 1 
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From Ian Brown’s “Stalag 18A” website:   
 

Work Camp 10049 GW 
 

For some reason there were three separate camps with the designation '10049 GW'. I have grouped the 
camps into one web-page. Malta is in a valley (Maltatal) above Spittal an der Drau. 

Known to be present: 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

Cyril L. Anthony Dvr RE 1174 Trasischk; forearm infection; also 318/L 

Harry Belfield Tpr RAC 1196   

Edward Brodie       E.F. Brodie? 

Walter G. Brown Tpr RAC 1376 Leg wound; transferred to Stalag 383  

Jack W. Donnelly Dvr 2NZEF 835 New Zealand; Trasischk, arm wound 

Norm Gunn Spr RE 1355 Trasischk; also 924/GW 

Bert Jackson* Tpr RAC 1250 Manchester 

George Lawrence Pte 18 Inf. Trg. Bde. 871 Australia; toe injury; also 10106/GW 

A.G. Martin Pte 2NZEF 696 Camp Leader, Treffling 

Michael W. McCallen Pte RASC 735 Camp Leader; transferred to Stalag 383 

Frank Melbourne SM R Sigs 634 also 956/GW 

Arthur G.A. Newbon Dvr RE 1323 Knee injury; also 148/GW 

James Edward Francis Ord Cpl RAC 1121 Newcastle; died 4.9.42 

George Scholes Dvr RE 1129 Surrey; Camp Leader; also 11079/GW 

Charles A. Shaw Spr RE 1030 Leg infection 

John Sunley Pte 22 Bn. 489 New Zealand; also 299/GW, 10029/GW 

Ernest Alfred Thomas Sgmn R Sigs 954 also 924/GW 

Cyril W. Winter Gnr RA 966 Trasischk; hand injury 

Len Wood Dvr R Sigs 710 also 956/GW 

  

*Bert Jackson, POW 1250, refers to 10049/GW as being in Gmünd. Gmünd in Kaernten is at the bottom of the 
Malta valley.  

 

Len Wood 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc318L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc924gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10106gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc956gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc148gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11079gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10029gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc924gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc956gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/woodann/woodann03.jpg
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International Red Cross Inspection Report 

Labour Detachment 10049 GW, Malta 1 

Date of visit: 22 October 1941 

Location: Malta 

Camp Leader: George Scholes 

Strength: 87 (77 British, 6 New Zealanders, 4 Australians) 

Situation: The camp is at the bottom of a valley which is backed by a mountain. This camp is to be evacuated 
next week for the benefit of the Russians. 

Quarters: The camp is composed of hutments, divided into rooms in which about 18 men are housed. The 
beds are of iron and double-tiered, each man having the right to two blankets issued by the employing firm, 
and also to an army blanket. There is enough space for a table and benches. 

A special hutment serves as a washroom and has sufficient taps. Every man can have a shower once a week. 
The latrines are primitive and are not disinfected with chlorate of lime. 

Food: This is good, and the men receive the supplementary rations for heavy work. They have 500g of bread 
per day. Cooking is done by civilians, and some men who are put on light work by the doctor assist them. 

Clothing: The men work in a quarry, and their trousers are in a bad state throughout, but their tunics are still 
all right. Here too many of the prisoners are wearing French uniforms. Any repairs are difficult, as the thread is 
of such poor quality. Every man has two shirts but none of them has socks. These are replaced up to a point 
by pieces of material wrapped around their feet. As everywhere, boots are in a very bad condition and are 
replaced by leather sandals with wooden soles. 

Work: The men work in a quarry, and some of them on a road for 10 hours a day. The men are free on 
Saturday afternoons and Sundays. Several NCOs have never had a chance to say whether they wished to 
work or not. 

Pay: 70 pfennigs a day. 

Medical attention: One hutment is reserved for an Infirmary. A member of the British medical personnel 
works there. The doctor is a civilian, but in practice he only calls to see the men about every 8 or 10 days. At 
the time of our visit there were 6 patients in the Infirmary. These men receive very unsatisfactory attention - 
the doctor does not trouble about them and the treatment they receive is often contrary to all the rules of 
medicine. 

Lawrence, George, No 871 had an accident at work to his right big toe about 8 weeks ago, resulting in the nail 
being torn out and the wound becoming infected. He has been sent back to work before his would healed and 
now his state is very much worse and his big toe is now one huge purulent wound. 

Shaw, Charles, No 1030 has been under treatment for several weeks for an infection of both legs. These are 
much swollen, violet in colour and purulent. 

Brown, Walter, No 1376 has a wound on his right leg which has been septic for about 6 weeks. At the moment 
the wound is purulent, the infection is torpid and the flesh around the wound is gangrenous. 

Brodie, Edward for the past 10 days has had otitis with a temperature of 40o, mastoiditis and probably 
erysipelas as well. The prisoner is semi-conscious. 
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Newborn, Arthur, No 1323 with furunculosis of the right knee had been passed fit for work. 

When accidents necessitate the cutting away of a nail, this doctor cuts the nail, without any anaesthetic, 
across the flesh and then tears away the nail thus detached. 

Being unable to reach the doctor in charge, we were taken to the Commandant of the Company by the 
accompanying officer who was indignant. The Commandant put us in touch with the doctor at the Lazaret at 
Spittal, and the same evening the five men mentioned above were transferred to the Lazaret at Spittal. 

Mails: The prisoners write 2 letters and 2 cards a month instead of 4 cards. 

Recreations: There are no games or books, but it is useless to send anything as the men are to be 
transferred. 

Welfare: The men have received a parcel every 15 days. 

Complaints: The prisoners complain that they are frequently insulted by the foremen. 

Conclusions: The men are well housed and have the regulation rations. 

Too many men are still wearing French uniforms. Their trousers are in very bad condition. None of the men 
have socks. 

The medical attention is absolutely inadequate. 

The mails are not properly regulated. 

The men in this Labour Detachment are shortly to be transferred to Detachment 10049. 

Labour Detachment 10049 GW, Trasischk 

Date of visit: 22 October 1941 

Strength: 109 men ( 86 British, 20 New Zealanders, 3 Australians) 

Situation: The camp is on a mountain road. It consists of wooden hutments divided into rooms. They have 
wooden beds in double tiers, every man having the right to 3 blankets. The rooms are well heated. The order 
and cleanliness of the rooms is exemplary. A special hutment serves as a washroom, with plenty of taps, and 
every man has the right to a shower every week. The latrines are very clean. 

Food: This is prepared by women, and the regulation rations are provided. The men complain of the 
monotony of their menus and that no British cook can prepare the food to British tastes. This, however, is not 
possible because of the laws governing the relations between the prisoners and the German women. 

Clothing: This is in a very bad state, especially trousers, the change of which has proved very difficult. Too 
many prisoners still wear French uniforms. Some of them have two vests, and others one only. None of them 
have any socks - some strips of material (Fusslappen) are supposed to replace them, but even these are not 
sufficient in number. No gloves have yet been distributed. 

Boots are in a very bad state, 50% of the men having boots with wooden soles. They deteriorate rapidly and 
cut the men's heels. Such boots are not at all suitable for agricultural work. 

Work: The men work 9 hours a day on the construction of an arterial road. There is a 40 minute march from 
their camp to the place of work. There is only 1 hour's rest at midday, although they have a 20 minute march 
to the place where they get their food, so that the men only have 20 minutes to eat and, in addition to their 
heavy work, they have nearly 2 hours marching a day. 
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Pay: 70 pfennigs a day. The medical personnel draw 1 RM. 

Medical attention: Here, as in Labour Detachments GW 10049 and GW 10049 RAB, a civilian doctor whose 
qualifications are insufficient, attends the prisoners. Here too we found men needing immediate hospital 
treatment and who were receiving no attention from the doctor. They are treated in contravention of all 
medical laws. 

Gunn, Norman, 1355, very probably has a fracture of the left internal malleolus, but has had no treatment for 
fifteen days and has not been X-rayed. 

Dunelly, Jack, 835 has had an infected wound in his right arm for the past three months. The infection is now 
torpid and progressive. 

Winter, Cyril, 966, has been treated for the past week for an infection in his right hand which has now 
developed a species of phlegmon which looks extremely bad. 

Anthony, Cyril, 1174, has a very nasty infection of his forearm, but has been declared fit for work the next day. 

Here, too, the doctor only visits the sick extremely rarely, in spite of repeated complaints from the head of the 
Detachment. There is an almost complete absence of medical supplies. Those which exist are furnished 
almost entirely by the medical parcels from the British Red Cross. 

Mails: These conform to the regulations, but the medical personnel do not have the special privileges to 
which they are entitled. Some of the British have not yet received any news from England and so far the New 
Zealanders and the Australians have received nothing. 

Canteen: This is poorly stocked. The men receive 120 cigarettes a month and a bottle of beer once a week. 

Pleasures: There are no books and no games for this Detachment and the men need them badly. The 
Detachment is in the mountains and a good distance from the civilised world. The men cannot play football as 
the ground is on such a slope. They have no musical instruments. 

Welfare: Since July the Detachment has received six parcels per man. The consignments are arriving better 
and better and soon each man will get a parcel a week. The Camp Leader controls the arrival of the parcels 
and distributes them himself. Two cans can be given out at once and these are opened and emptied in front of 
the prisoner. The prisoners have facilities for preparing this food to their taste. 

Labour Detachment 10049 GW/R.A.B. (Reichs Autobahn) 

Date of visit: 22 October 1941 

Location: not known 

Camp Leader: Michael McCallen, Pte, RASC, POW 735 

Strength: 162 (including 18 New Zealanders, 2 Australians, 3 French, the rest British) 

Situation: This Labour Detachment is situated in a small town. The prisoners work on the roads in the 
neighborhood and live in a chateau in the town. The latter has recently been converted to receive prisoners. 
The British prisoners, all of whom were captured in Greece, have been in the Detachment since July 1941. It 
is expected that with fresh British prisoners from Labour Detachment 10049GW which is about 15 km from the 
camp, this Detachment will become an important group of three to four hundred men. 

The climate of this region is very healthy and the region is very beautiful. 
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Quarters: The prisoners live in an old chateau, the various rooms of which have been transformed into 
dormitories. At the moment only 8 rooms are occupied by prisoners. Double tier wooden bunks have been 
placed in the various rooms, with a palliasse and two blankets per man. Each prisoner also has a cupboard, 
and there are wooden tables and benches in each room. The prisoners' rooms are easily heated by stoves 
and are well aired and well lit. The toilet and shower rooms and the latrines are clean and adequate for the 
strength of the camp. 

Food: The prisoners find this mediocre in quality as it is composed almost entirely of cabbage and potatoes. It 
is prepared by women and the British prisoners have no access to the kitchen. Bread is distributed at the rate 
of 500g a day per man. The prisoners have meat 4 times a week. Luckily they have the food from the British 
Red Cross to vary and supplement their menus. 

Clothing: About 30% of the British prisoners have no British uniforms. Their clothing is of poor quality and it is 
difficult now to get any from the Stalag. Many of the prisoners have no change of underlinen and the majority 
have no socks at all. There boots are in comparatively good condition. There is a great shortage of warm 
clothing. 

Work: The prisoners work at roadmaking for 9 hours a day. They are free on Saturday afternoons and 
Sundays, although part of their free time is occupied with various fatigues - cleaning, potato peeling, etc. 

Pay: The prisoners who work receive 4.20RM per week. 

Canteen: This is very scantily stocked and brushes of any sort are entirely absent. Beeris sold, as well as 4 
cigarettes a day per man but no foodstuffs. 

Hygiene: Toilet and latrine installations are satisfactory, but there is no delousing apparatus. The prisoners 
went once to be disinfected at Stalag XVIIIB, about 15km away, but there are still fleas and lice in the 
dormitories. All the prisoners can have a hot shower once a week. 

Infirmary: A room is reserved for patients. It has 8 beds and a member of the British medical personnel is 
attached to it, and really has complete charge of it, as the German doctor who theoretically should visit the 
camp regularly and also be on call, only makes very rare appearances. In any case his medical capabilities 
are rather to be questioned since we examined the following patients: 

One case suffering from typical bronchial pneumonia with heart weakness, cyanosis, pronounced oedemas of 
the ankles, etc. The doctor had diagnosed bronchitis, but the patient was receiving no special treatment. 

Another patient was suffering from rheumatic polyarthritis and is being treated only with aspirin and some 
massage. 

A third patient, the Camp Leader, had an enormous purulent wound on which had been smeared some 
useless ointment. 

A fourth patient showed an infected wound stretching all the length of the first joint of his left thumb, covered 
with a useless dressing. 

Finally we heard that a fifth patient who was suffering from diphtheria had remained with his comrades for five 
days before being seen by the doctor and sent to hospital. 

This lamentable state of affairs confirmed the observations we had made the same day in Labour 
detachments 10049 GW, Malta 1 and A10049 GW, Trasischk, equally badly served by the same doctor. 
Thanks to the sympathetic understanding of the officer who accompanied us, we were able to evacuate all of 
these patients the same day to the Lazaret at Stalag XVIIIB, where they will be able to receive the attention 
their state of health merits. 

Mails: The men used to write 2 letters and 2 cards a month, but have not been able to write for the past 15 
days. 80% of the British prisoners have received news from home. For some weeks the British Red Cross 
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parcels have been regularly distributed and are greatly appreciated. Up to date each man has received 6 
parcels. The Camp Leader distributes them himself and exercises all the necessary supervision. Six parcels 
arrived in a very poor state and incomplete. 

Intellectual and moral needs: Up to the present the prisoners have not received a single book, nor any 
games and have no sports ground at their disposal. The Camp Leader has organised a religious service as 
there is no chaplain. 

Conversation with the Camp Leaders: We talked without witnesses to some of the prisoners. The camp is 
not yet very well organised, and several improvements should be made. On the whole, the prisoners have 
nothing to complain of, but the chief criticisms of the Camp Leaders are as follows: 

1. The medical attention is completely inadequate. They would be very grateful if a British doctor could be 
attached to this Detachment, as it is going to be a more important Detachment and its strength will shortly be 
doubled. 

2. The quality of the food is very mediocre and the prisoners would be glad to have one of their number 
detailed as cook. On Saturdays and Sundays, the prisoners only get one meal. 

3. Their free time, both at weekends and in the evenings after their meal, is nearly all occupied in various 
fatigues. Can they not have more free time and also a sports ground where they can take exercise. 

4. There is no religious service. There are no books. There are no games. 

 
 

Work Camp 924 GW 
 

Location: Niklasdorf 
Type of work: Muhrwerk (building work) 
Man of Confidence: Sgt Major Chapple 
Number of Men: 270 
Known to be present: 
 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

John Adams       Cardiff; Trumpet player 

Wilf Adams         

Den Allen       Stage electrician ,  Theatre 

Eric J.C. Arnold Dvr RASC 1671 Somerset 

Peter H. Beattie L/Cpl RE 1331 Theatre Player,  

Robert B. Beattie Capt NZMC 9520 Producer; also MO at Stalag 18A 

William Gordon Bell Cpl   901 Auckland, New Zealand 

T.A. Bermingham Pte 2/5 Inf. Bn. 3693 Australia 

Den Berry L/Cpl RE 1790 Coventry; Musician (violin) 

W.H. Bigford L/Cpl RASC 2344 Wolverhampton; transf'd to Stalag 357 

Johnny Black         

Arthur J. Blake Dvr RE 1746 London; Theatre player 

Leslie Herbert Botten Pte RAOC 3251   

Archie Broadbent Sgt R Sigs 419 Manchester; Musician (drums); also 10084/GW 

Arthur Brown Pte   778 Gisborne, New Zealand 

Ethrid E. (Curly) Busch   
6 Fd. Coy, 
NZ Eng. 

  New Zealand 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10084gw.html
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Ken Cameron Pte 2/2 Inf. Bn. 3838 Australia: theatre Player 

Jake Campbell         

Doug Carnell Sgmn R Sigs 963 Nottingham; Musician (Violin); Thugs rugby team 

Jock Chalmers Dvr RASC 1755 Alloa; Asst. Stage Manager, Theatre 
 Chapple     2823? F.W. Chapple? 

Eddie Chatterley Spr RE 2009 Theatre player; also Stalag 18A 

Rob Chisholm Dvr RE 1723 Scotland 

James B. Clark Dvr RE 1673 Scotland 

Frank Clayton       Theatre Player 

Jack Clayton Dvr RASC 1804   

Alfred Claude Climo Pte   980 Wanganui, New Zealand 

W.H. Collins Pte   4235 Taumarunui, New Zealand 

Ernest A. Congdon Sgmn R Sigs 4826 London 

Charles Rickaby Coulson Dvr RASC 3230 Stage prompt, Theatre 

Peter W. Craig Spr RE 1683 Scotland 

Vic L Cripps Pte   607 New Zealand 

Fred J. Curtis Dvr RASC 3240 London; Piano player 

Winston F (Fat) Daniell T/L/Cpl   4205 New Zealand, theatre player 

Andy R Davidson Spr RE 1806   

F.C. Devonald Pte RASC 2469   

A.J. Eastgate Gnr   899 Wellington, New Zealand 

Harvey Garland Pte   4139 New Zealand; Theatre player; also Stalag 18A 

Richard George Gary Pte RAOC 2015   

Les G George L/Cpl RASC 1658   

Len Gildart Dvr RASC 3153 Warrington 

Peter G Godfrey Pte RAOC 751   

Cambrai  J Grinter Cpl   740 
NZ, Stage sets, Theatre ; Thugs rugby team; 18A 
theatre; possibly10029/GW 

Norm Gunn Spr RE 1355 
Stage carpenter, Theatre; 
also10049/GW (Trasischk) 

William W. Gunther Capt AAMC 4940 MO; also MO Stalag 18A/Z 

S. Hadley Cpl   808 Auckland, New Zealand 

Horace Hartwell L/Cpl RE 2083 Stage carpenter,  Theatre 

E.A. (Ted) Hatcher Pte RASC 1702 Theatre player 

Alfred Haywood Dvr R Sigs 488 Theatre player 

Ralph Henry Pte   686 Christchurch, NZ; Stage electrician, Theatre 

Harold E. Heslop Pte 2/8 Inf. Bn. 1506 Victoria, Australia 

Jimmie C Hogg Spr RE 1839   

W. (George?) Holland Tpr RAC 2012 Theatre Player 

Herbert Alan Holmes Dvr RE 1686 Manchester, UK 

William G. Houghton Dvr RE 1749 Wigan, UK 

Sid J Hudghton Spr RE 1788   

Alfred Hutchings Dvr RASC 1675   

William Hutchinson Gnr RA 5102   

Alec Donald Inglis Pte   4202 Dunedin, New Zealand 

Ray B. Innocent Sgmn R Sigs 785 Manchester; Musician; also 10084/GW 

William Ion L/Cpl RE 2043 also 47/GW 

S.A. Jeffries       London 

Joe H Jennings Pte RAOC 239   

H.C.E. 'Harry' Johnson Tpr RAC 3243 Stage sets,  Theatre; 4th Hussars 

John Johnston Tpr KOYLI 1827 Theatre player 

Charles A.P. 
(Bluey) 

Johnstone Gnr   211 Song lyrics,  Theatre; also 10084/GW 

http://www.stalag18a.org/theatre.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/theatre.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/theatre.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/theatre.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10029gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10049gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10084gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc47gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10084gw.html
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A.B. Kemp Sgt Rifle Bde. 1746 Hants; transf'd to Stalag 383 

John Kennedy       Theatre Player 

E. Kidson Pte   7165 Nelson, New Zealand 

J. Knight Pte RA 1785 Salford 

D.E.J. Lealey       Manchester 

A.L. Lefort Pte   4817 Wellington, New Zealand 

W.A. (Bill) Lonsdale Dvr RASC 1628 Stage costumes,  Theatre 

F.G.W. Louden Dvr   807 Otautau, New Zealand 

H.I. (Boy) Maddison Gnr RA 846   

Frederick M. Malins Dvr R Sigs 916 Set design,  Theatre 

Jock McCormack       Asst. Theatre Manager 

John MacIntosh Dvr RASC 1735 Skye 

Ramsay McNairn Spr RE 1718   

Sam G.C. McTaggart Spr RE 1660   

William George Maris Dvr RASC 1200   

? Marshall       Derby 

John Miller         

Henry Morgan       Producer, Script writer 

William R. Morgan Dvr RE 1750 Wales; Stage Manager,  Theatre, 

Ted Nevison Tpr RAC 2021 
Yorks; Stage curtains,  Theatre; transf'd to Stalag 
344 

Bob Oliver       London; Band Leader 

Peter O'Neill       Liverpool; Guitar 

Claude Harold Over  Pte 21 Bn. 3331 New Zealand; capt'd Greece 

Ivor H.W. Parsons Spr RE 2098 Sussex; Stage carpenter,  Theatre 

W. Paterson Spr RE 1990 Dumfries 

George Ernest Perry Pte   4194 Wellington, New Zealand; musician 

Albert E. Pickering Dvr RASC 1545 Barking 

L. Picton Tpr RAC 1985 Deal; transf'd to Stalag 344 

F.J. (Jock) Pirrie Cpl RAC 5355 Singer 

J.J. Platt Spr RE 1268   

Reg Powell       Theatre Player 

W. Price       Marton, New Zealand 

Charles 
Frederick (Gus) 

Rayner Spr   4221 Auckland, New Zealand; Musician (violin) 

Thomas M. Rennie Spr RE 1782   

G.P. Roberts Gnr RA 1854 Dudley 

G. Charles Roper Spr RE 1747 Co. Durham 

Fred (Buck) Rowland(s)       Business Manager, Theatre 

T.B. Rowlatt Pte   981 Marton, New Zealand 

D.E.J. 
Saint-
Amand 

Gnr RA 762 Theatre Player; Set design 

Jake Scott         

J.L. Sharman Tpr RAC 1969 Ash, Kent; transf'd to Stalag 344 

William J.L. Shaw Pte   7494 Auckland, New Zealand 

E.A. Shilling Dvr RASC 1408   

Maurice Vincent Sklenars Pte   7179 Levin, New Zealand 

Johnny Slack    Producer; possibly also 10029/GW 

Lindo (Fritz) Southworth Cpl RE 1073 Violin 

Les L. Spiers Dvr RASC 1625 Theatre costumes 

Stuart Menzie Sproull Pte   687 Dunedin, New Zealand 

C. Sutton       Norfolk 

Alec Swinton L/Cpl RE 1821   

http://www.stalag18a.org/over/over01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10029gw.html
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William E.R. Symonds Tpr RAC 1669 Surrey; transf'd to Stalag 344 

Hamiora Tawaho Te Weehi Pte 28 Bn. 4162 New Zealand 

Bert Edward Thatcher Tpr RAC   Also 107/GW; died 9.2.45 

Ernest Alfred Thomas Sgmn R Sigs 954 also 10049/GW 

Jackie Turner Pte RAVC 4344 Theatre Player 

R.K. Vanderplank L/Cpl CMP 1715 Cardiff 

David J Vinney Spr RE 1871 Theatre Player 

Daniel John Ward Pte 2/2 Inf. Bn. 3739 Australia 

Jack Ward Pte 18 Bn. 727 Wellington, NZ; Stage curtains,  Theatre 

'Plum' Warner       Northants 

Peter R Watson Spr RE 1615   

John C. Werry Pte   816 Wanganui, New Zealand 

Norman J White Sgmn R Sigs 1975   

Eric   Whitehead       London; Saxophone player 

Jerrie Whitelam Gnr RA 5015 Theatre player 

Bob Whittall       Birmingham 

R.J. Whittock   R Marines     

H.F. Williams Gnr RA 1766 Notts 

Les J. Wootton Pte RASC 2674 London; Saxophone 

Tom Worfolk Pte RASC 2507 Stage electrician,  Theatre 

Ellis Wroe Pte RAVC 823 Stage make-up & wigs,  Theatre 

Harry Yeoman Tpr RAC 902 Transf'd to Stalag 344 

Matthew Glass Younger Cpl RAVC 4462 possible 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

        

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc107gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/graves.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10049gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings06.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings05.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/mosshannah/holmes01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/croft/croft02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts46.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts43.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts39.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/ion/wiongrp.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/over/over03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/over/over04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/over/over05.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/over/over06.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings13.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings14.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts54.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/day/day09.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts45.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts40.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts41.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts42.jpg
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Theatre 

Robin Hood (1943) 
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http://www.stalag18a.org/day/day07.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/ion/wion.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/wainles/wainles01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings16.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings11.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/craig/craig01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/walsh/walsh01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings07.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings08.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings09.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchings/hutchings10.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/maris/progout.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/maris/progin.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts58.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts59.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts61.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts62.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts63.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts66.jpg
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Other Productions 
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Names and photographs kindly supplied by Ken Maris, son of William Maris, Lesley Wain, daughter of Leslie 
Botten, Hannah Moss, neice of Herbert Holmes, Vicki Potts, granddaughter of Tom Rennie, Peter Over, son 
of Claude Over, Jenny Day, daughter of Ken Cameron and Ed Hutchings, son of Alf Hutchings. 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wainles/wainles04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/wainles/wainles05.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/wainles/wainles02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/wainles/wainles03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts71.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts69.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts72.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts70.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/buchanan/buchanan08.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts56.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts57.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts77.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts25.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts26.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts27.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts28.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts29.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts30.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts31.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts32.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts34.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts35.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts36.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts37.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts38.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts22.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts23.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts24.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/potts/potts53.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/over/over09.jpg
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International Red Cross Inspection Reports 

Report 1 

Date of visit: 13 November  1942 

This camp is well situated outside Nikolasdorf (sic). The sheds are of the wooden type with rooms for 24 men. 
There is a special drying room. The need for a second uniform is acute as the work done by the prisoners of 
war is dirty. The Accompanying officer informed the representatives of the Protecting Power that 
Oberstleutnant von Reckow (Commandant of Stalag 18A) was organising this matter so that every man will 
have a second uniform. In this camp there is a big recreation room where the prisoners of war can give 
concerts and representations. 

The British patients are taken care of by Cpt. W Gunther, who has full competency to decide whether a man is 
able to work or not. Furthermore, the patients are attended by two recognised medical orderlies. 

The conditions in the infirmary are quite adequate. At present, there are 5 patients lying in bed and 12 patients 
getting ambulatory treatment. Emergencies are sent to the civil hospital in Leoben, the more serious cases to 
the camp infirmary in Wolfsberg. 

The doctor complains about the fact that Red Cross medical supply is arriving very insufficiently and 
irregularly. This was brought to the attention of the Commander. 

The camp can be called a good one. 

Report 2 

Date of visit: 21 January 1943 

This is part of a general report on six Work Camps visited on the same day. The camps were: 

A 956 GW: Building operations, 37 men (5 Australian, 12 NZ)  
A 980 GW: Magnesium mine, 117 men (20 Australian, 25 NZ)  
A 924 GW: Building operations, 270 men (12 Australian, 40 NZ)  
A 47 GW: Building operations, 20 men (all British)  
A 959 GW: Saw Mills, 23 men (7 Australian, 3 NZ)  
A 194 GW: Brick works, 28 men (1 Australian) 

The camps visited in particular were 956 GW and 924 GW.   The men of the Labour Detachments were 
captured in Greece in April 1941 and arrived three months later at Stalag XVIIID. Certain Labour Detachments 
date from this period, others were formed later.  

Accommodation 
The prisoners of war are lodged in barrack huts of the usual kind, well built. Generally these are provided with 
two tier bunks having palliasses and two blankets issued by the company for which they are working. These 
blankets are often both small and thin, but most of the men have a third one which is their own personal 
property. At night they cover themselves with their greatcoats. Both the daylight and the electric light are 
adequate. The heating is satisfactory.  
In certain Labour Detachments the prisoners of war lock up their personal effects in cupboards, but, for the 
most part they have none and their place is taken by suitcases made of compressed fibre. 

Clothing 
All the POWs in these Detachments possess one complete uniform. This is in more or less good condition 
depending upon the date of their last stay at the Stalag where it is possible to exchange worn clothes for 
some in better condition. Certain men still have some articles of French, Belgian or Yugoslav uniform which 
they were given at some time or other at Stalag XVIIID.  

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc47gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc194gw.html
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In regard to footgear, the state of this varies according to the nature of the work done by the men. In some 
cases shoes, as well as trousers, are taken away from the men at night and put outside the cantonments 
where at the present time everything freezes. In the morning the prisoners are obliged to put their shoes near 
the stove in order to get them soft again and the leather obviously suffers from this treatment.  
Except in rare cases the prisoners get no working clothes issued to them and, as the exchange of uniforms is 
made only on a very reduced scale since their captivity, the condition of clothing is relatively bad for British 
prisoners. The officer of the battalion of the guard attached to these detachments has, however, assured the 
delegates that each POW will receive a complete new outfit which will come from the stocks in the old Camps 
XVIIIB (annexe) (ex XVIIID) and XVIIIB, which are about to be closed down. If the prisoners are able to keep 
these outfits strictly for working purposes everything will be all right. This matter still remains unsettled, 
however.  
On the other hand, in regard to underclothing, prisoners have all that they need.  
The laundry is done by such POWs as can heat the necessary water. In the winter the clothing has to be dried 
in the prisoners’ room. 

Food 
The food is prepared by the prisoners on suitable stoves or in the communal kitchen of the Company for 
which they are working. This arrangement has given rise to no serious complaints. 
The food rations correspond to those of the civilian population.  
In most of the Detachments the prisoners have adapted the stoves in their rooms so that they can cook upon 
them the food supplies coming from their personal and collective parcels. As a general rule the food given to 
prisoners is satisfactory from all points of view. 

Hygiene 
The installations available to prisoners for personal washing vary a lot from one Detachment to another. Thus 
some are primitive while others are modern and convenient.  
On the other hand, the latrines are everywhere very primitive; among other things the five seats available for 
270 men in the Detachment A 924 GW are clearly insufficient. 
This last mentioned Detachment has an Infirmary comprising 12 bunks. This is under the direction of an 
English doctor, Captain William Gunther, No. 4940. Six bunks were occupied on the day of our delegates’ visit 
by prisoners suffering from influenza, dysentery and some complaint suspected to be tuberculosis.  
The general state of health is excellent. In case of need prisoners can go alone to consult civilian doctors. 
Sick prisoners and victims of accidents while at work are sent to the neighbouring town where they are well 
cared for.  
Dental attention given to the prisoners varies much from one attachment to another. In certain of them 
prisoners can, without difficulty obtain all the attention they need, against payment, artificial dentures included. 
For this purpose they go to a local dentist. In other detachments prisoners can have nothing save extractions 
done. For instance, 7 men in the Detachment 924 GW were able to go to a nearby town during the last 9 
months in order to get their dentures repaired or to have new ones made. Some few men have even been 
able to be seconded from their Detachments for a week or two in order to have their teeth attended to. 

Leisure, Intellectual and Religious needs 
The Detachments have been visited once or twice by an Anglican pastor and a Catholic priest. The Catholic 
prisoners are not allowed to attend the celebration of Mass in the local churches.  
Each Detachment is in possession of books coming from individual parcels or from the Stalag Circulating 
Library where books can be changed two or three times a year.  
No study courses have been organised but in the large Detachments prisoners give lectures and a certain 
number of men have obtained books from Geneva or direct from England.  
A jazz orchestra plays in the largest of the Labour Detachments. The others have some guitars, Mandolins 
and small accordions which they have been able to obtain on the spot.  
The prisoners have no indoor games.  
Sports are not indulged in much, as the work is generally speaking very arduous. Moreover, besides having 
not much leisure time the prisoners have neither sports equipment nor a suitable ground on which to play 
outdoor games. Nevertheless the prisoners’ physical state is satisfactory. 

Canteen 
There is no canteen. It is extremely difficult to procure even articles of essential necessity in this district. 
Prisoners are without such things as razor blades, toothbrushes, tooth powder, toilet paper, paper, pencils, 
black boot polish, cigarette papers, etc. 
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Collective parcels 
Since September 1941 it has been possible to distribute each week one parcel weighing 5 kg, or its equivalent 
in ‘bulk food’; each Detachment has a small reserve stock which the Camp Leader has complete authority in 
allotting. The only complaint is that tinned foods are opened at the time they are distributed; they are 
supposed to be emptied into containers which the prisoners cannot always obtain. All but 1 or 2 per cent of 
the men received a Xmas parcel. It has now been announced that the old system of distributing one 5 kg 
parcel will be reverted to in future. This news was received with great satisfaction by the prisoners. 
In regard to clothing parcels, these are practically non-existent. 

Work and Pay 
The number of working days is not very large: 8 hours a day, 5 on Saturday and Sunday free. With regard to 
the nature of the work done, this varies according to the Detachment. It is usually concerned with transport or 
mining, in the construction of roads, embankments, buildings, and in quarries or sawmills. The prisoners with 
the exception of those in A 980 GW do not complain of the work. 
The basic pay is 0.70 RM per day; certain prisoners who are employed on piece-work rates earn up to 2 RM 
per day. It is to be observed that the prisoners have no opportunity to spend their money. 

Correspondence 
The delegates received complaints from all quarters on the subject of correspondence. This together with the 
subject of clothing is the principal concern of the prisoners in these Detachments. A very considerable 
slowing-up in the distribution of mails has taken place since the summer. While at that time letters between 
England and the Camps took two or three weeks to come and go, it now takes as many months for them to 
make the journey. Moreover, one letter out of three, either outgoing or incoming, never arrives. The letters 
most recently received in the Detachments date from last October. Prisoners who have worked in the central 
Camp Administrative Department aver that many weeks elapse between the arrival of the mail at the central 
Camp and its distribution to the Labour Detachments. 

Interview with the Camp Leaders (without witnesses) 
The interview with the Camp Leaders touched on all the points mentioned above. 

Interview with the German authorities 
These were conciliatory. Our delegates were assured that they would give full attention to the solution of the 
difficulties referred to, as far as lay in their power. 

Conclusion 
The living conditions of the prisoners are fairly satisfactory as a general rule and the civilian population is well 
disposed to them. The country is pleasant and the climate is healthy. The New Zealanders and the 
Australians have now become perfectly acclimatized to it. The collective parcels service functions to the 
satisfaction of everyone. It is the matter of correspondence and of the clothing situation which causes concern 
at the moment. Our delegates, however, have been informed that a solution of the clothing problem will soon 
be arrived at. 

 


