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POST-GREECE 
 

Gunner Cecil Herbert Wiles, 102nd LAA & A/T Regt, Northumberland Hussars, RA 
 

Relevant parts of his post-liberation PoW questionnaire are shown overleaf, but significant, interesting, 
essential and frequently hard-to-read details are highlighted here.  The original layout, (mis)spelling and 
punctuation is preserved as far as is reasonable. 
 
 
Liberated PoW Questionnaire (from National Archives, Kew) 
 
Stalag XVIIIA Registration Number 5494. 
 
No: 1557629  Rank:  Gunner  Surname: Wiles 
Christian Names: Cecil Herbert 
Unit:   Northumberland Hussars, 102nd L/AA and A/T R.A. 
Division:  1st Armoured Brigade 
Date of Birth:  Jan 5th 1920 
Date of Enlistment: April 18th 1940 
Civilian Profession: Lorry Driver’s Mate 
Private Address: 37, Alma Road, East Hill, 
   Wandsworth, London England 
    
Place & Date of Original Capture: Crete,  June 1st 1941 
Wounded when Captured?  No 
Main Camps in which Imprisoned: 
  Wolfsberg  Austria   August 9th  April 
  Stalag XVIIIA     1941  1945 
 
Working Camps: 
  *Murau   October 1941 March 1942 Making Stone Bank on Riverside 
  **Gross Vitch (sic) Sept 1942   Sept 42 Stone Quarry 
  ***Franshacht  Sept 1942 Sept 1943 Paper Factory 
  ****Marberg  May 1944 Sept 1944 Cook 
 
Notes:  *Murau could be 826/GW. 
  ** 980/GW was at Groβ Veitch. 
  ***11027?GW was at Franshacht. 
  ***Marberg could be any one of several. 
 
Serious Illnesses:  - 
Adequate Medical Treatment: Y- 
 

 
 

Stalag XVIIIA, Wolfsberg 
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From Ian Brown’s “Stalag 18A” website: 
 

Work Camp  980 GW 
 

Location: Veitsch 
Type of work:  Magnesium mine 
Man of Confidence: Unknown 
Number of Men: 117 (20 Australian, 20 New Zealanders) 
Known to be present 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

Doug ('Joe') Beckett   RAOC 2497 Ipswich 

  

Photos provided by Doug Beckett, son of 'Joe'. 

 

 

 

International Red Cross Inspection Report: 

Date of visit: 21 January 1943 

General Description 

This is a special Labour Detachment. The men from whom it is recruited are mostly prisoners who have made 
attempts to escape or have shown some opposition to the discipline of the camps. 

Interior arrangement 

The prisoners of war are lodged in barrack huts of the usual kinds, well built. Generally these are provided 
with two-tier bunks having palliasses and two blankets issued by the company for which they are working. 
These blankets are often small and thin but most of the men have a third blanket which is their own personal 
property. At night they cover themselves with their greatcoats. The heating is not satisfactory as there is not 
enough coal for the four stoves which are installed in two large rooms. 

Clothing 

The footgear is in a deplorable state as magnesium is a very abrasive rock. In other cases shoes, as well as 
trousers are taken away at night and put outside the cantonments where at the present time, everything 
freezes. In the morning the prisoners are obliged to put their shoes near the stove in order to get them soft 
again and the leather obviously suffers from such treatment. At the moment most of the prisoners work in 
wooden shoes with all the discomforts and risks this entails (chilblains, rapid deterioration of socks, danger of 
slipping on ice, etc.). It is also necessary to wear gloves but the Directorate of the Company have only put 50 
pairs of leather gloves at the disposal of the prisoners who are working in the mine. Those who have none are 
obliged to work in woollen gloves which very rapidly wear out. 

http://www.stalag18a.org/beckett/beckett01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/beckett/beckett02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/beckett/beckett03.jpg
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Cooking 

Food is prepared in the communal kitchen of the Company. This has caused complaints as the men who are 
working in a quarry situated at rather a high altitude have their meals brought up by 'teleferique' and are often 
cold. They are also very monotonous in kind. During the week previous to this meeting, the prisoners had 
been supplied five days running with a mixture of potatoes and cucumbers. Meat is served at most but once 
or twice per week. Rebellion against this state of affairs has already flared up and one of the men was 
wounded by a rifle shot though both his buttocks. 

The food rations correspond to those of the civilian population. 

Money and Pay 

The number of working hours is not very large; 8 hours a day, 5 on Saturday and Sunday free. The prisoners 
complain that the work in the mine is rendered painful by having to wear wooden shoes. The basic pay is 
0.70RM per day. The prisoners have no opportunity to spend their money. 

Canteen 

There is no canteen. It is extremely difficult in this district to procure even articles of essential necessity such 
as razor blades, tooth brushes, tooth powder, toilet paper, paper, pencils, black boot polish, cigarette papers, 
etc. 

Religious activity 

The Detachment has been visited once ot twice by an Anglican pastor and a Catholic priest. The catholic 
prisoners are not allowed to attend the celebration of Mass in the local churches. 

Recreation and exercise 

There are no indoor games. Sports are not indulged in much as the work is arduous; moreover, besides 
having not much leisure time, the prisoners have neither sports equipment nor a suitable ground on which to 
play outdoor games. Nevertheless the prisoners' physical state is satisfactory. 

Mail 

A very considerable slowing-up of mails has taken place since the summer. While at that time letters between 
England and the camps took two or three weeks to go and come, it now takes as many months to make the 
journey. Moreover, one letter out of three, either outgoing or incoming, never arrives. 

 
General impression 

The living conditions of the prisoners are fairly satisfactory as a general rule and the civilian population is well 
disposed to them. The country is pleasant and the climate is healthy. The New Zealanders and the 
Australians have now become perfectly acclimatized to it. The collective food parcels service functions to the 
satisfaction of everyone. It is the matter of correspondence and of the clothing situation which causes concern 
at the moment. 
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Work Camp  11027 GW 
 

Location: Frantschach St. Gertraud 
Type of work: Paper factory 
Man of Confidence: Unknown 
Number of Men: 16 approx. 
Known to be present: 
 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

William H. Farmer Pte RE 5514   

William Wellington Fountain Gnr 5th Fld Rgt 889 New Zealand; also 13048/L 

Ernie Knight Dvr R Sigs 480 Birmingham 

Frank Henry 
Charles 

Morris Sgmn R Sigs 551 Northampton; 10030/GW? 

Donald Cyril Munns Dvr RASC 2636 Surrey; also 10620/GW, 10029/GW, 27/HV 

Douglas G. Nix Gnr 2/1 Fld. Rgt. 197 Australia 

F. Oates Pte RAVC 105 possible; also 10030/GW 

George Edward Rushton Pte 2/12 Inf. Bn.  Tasmania, Australia; escaped July 1944 

John G. Tasker Tpr RAC 1696 
alias A.G. Hayton (Zugliet Camp, Budapest, May 
1945) 

  

 

 

 

 

In the first photograph, Doug Nix is kneeling, far right, in the white vest and braces, Ernie Knight is standing 
behind him and Frank Morris is crouching, far left. John Tasker is to Doug's right. The last photograph is of 
John Tasker and Doug Nix 

The following is an extract from the story of Doug Nix, Gnr, 2/1 Fld. Rgt., AIF. 

Doug’s first “arbeitskommando” (work camp/labour camp) was a paper factory in Frantschach St Gertraud.  
He was moved there in early 1942.  The work at the factory involved moving logs and different types of factory 
work.  It was during this time that Doug attempted to burn down the factory.  It would have been a success if 
not for the flames being seen by an Austrian worker on a cigarette break.  Arson was suspected and the 
Gestapo were called in to investigate.  This incident is recorded in Howard Greville’s book “Prison Camp 
Spies”.  Doug was suspected of involvement but no proof could be found at the time.  However, a few years 
later the German’s eventually caught up with Doug with evidence against him for sabotage. 

Some of Doug’s mates during this time include George Rushton (2/12th Bn) from Tasmania, John Tasker 
(4th Queen’s Own Hussars) and an Englishman with the surname Oakes (RAVC) (probably F. Oates, Pte, 
RAVC, POW 105). 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc13048L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10030gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10620gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10029gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10030gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/durbin/frantschach/durbin038.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/muir/muir07.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/muir/muir04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/muir/muir06.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/dougnix.html


 6 

Also, during his time at the paper factory, Doug and two other POWs escaped and jumped a train (not 
knowing where it was heading).  As it turned out it was on route through Italy.  They got off just short of Trieste 
and hid in the bushes.  They eventually walked into town at night looking for food.  Unfortunately, they were 
unaware that a curfew was in place and they were picked up by the Italian Police.  They were questioned and 
returned to Stalag XVIIIA and given 21 days bread and water in solitary confinement.  However, they, like 
others in their predicament, did manage to get a little more (e.g. cigarettes) through the ingenuity and sleight 
of hand of other prisoners. 

 


