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Panayiotis D. Kompiliris (1922-2010) 
 

 

 
  
 P. D. Kompiliris was born in Proastio of Western Mani, Greece. He finished elementary and 
high school in Proastio, Kardamyli and Kalamata. He studied at the Theological Seminary in Corinth 
for two years, but did not graduate because it was closed by the Occupation forces during WW2. It 
was during this time that he studied Byzantine music, which he loved and practised until the end of his 
life. He then studied at the Marasleios Paedagogical Academy of Athens, continued with postgraduate 
studies at the National and Capodistrian University of Athens and graduated with “arista” (top marks) 
from both institutions. He graduated from the Military Academy for Reserve Officers on the island of 
Syros (SEAS) and served as an Infantry Second Lieutenant during the Greek civil war. He did not 
lose any men under his command. He also served under two Maniot generals: as secretary to Major 
General Konstantinos Ventiris from Gaitses and as adjutant to General Stylianos Tavoularis from 
Karea. He worked in Primary Education and taught on the island of Chios, in Mani and Athens. He 
was appointed Honourary Curator of Antiquities for an area of Mani, and he helped highlight and 
protect its monuments by contributing hundreds of hours of unpaid service. He was particularly 
interested in the ancient city of Lefktron, and he advocated for further excavations. He also published 
a treatise on the Lefktron monuments.  
 
 He was a learned man and a nature lover who had many interests: literature, history, 
archaeology, folklore, hiking, cave exploration, astronomy and photography. Few Maniots have loved 
Mani as much as he did; he walked and explored it from one end to the other. For many decades he  
documented the linguistic, historical and cultural heritage of his beloved homeland. He kept a diary 
from the age of 13 until his death. Of particular interest to the Brotherhood of the Veterans of the 
Greek Campaign are his descriptions of the evacuation of allied troops from Mani to Crete in April 
1941. Except for the cultural tradition of Mani, he also documented the linguistic, historical and 
folklore traditions of Northern Chios, where he taught at the beginning of his career and where he met 
his wife Eugenia. Some of his work was published in various newspapers and magazines of Kalamata 
(Simaia Kalamon, Ta Nea Kalamon, Tharros, Messinia, Aristomenes, Messiniakon Vima, Messiniaka 
Chronika), of Chios (Chiaka Chronika) and of Athens (Acropolis, Kathimerini, Athinaiki, Kainourgia 
Epochi, Nea Estia).  
 
Towards the end of his life he published four lengthy books:  
(i) Collection of Words and Phrases of the Dialect of Western Mani (a dictionary of 14.000 

entries) – 2009 
(ii) Winter Βlooms (Poetry and Prose) – 2010 
(iii) Chiaka (From the Diary of a Teacher during the 1950’s: Linguistic and Folklore Elements from 

Northern Chios) - 2010 
(iv) Trekking Itinerary from Kalamata to Diros during the 1950’s and 1960’s - 2010 
 
Two more books were published posthumously:  
(v) Words and Phrases of the Dialect of Western Mani: Thematic Units – 2017 
(vi) Chronicles of Proastio in Western Mani from the Beginning to the Present Time – From the 

Diary of a Teacher  (5 volumes: A. Beginning-1940, B. 1941-1950, C. 1951-1960, D. 1961-
1965, E. 1966-2015) – 2017 

 
There are still at least four more books to be published. 


