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Cover Photograph Legends 

Left – Detail of “Three of those "barbaric" Australians referred to by the Duce in recent 

speeches. Corporal Harry (Paddy) Moran of Waubra, Vic, near Ballarat [at left], Private (Pte) 

E.H. Le Brun of Essendon, Vic, and Pte. W.R. Gibbee [Gilbee] of Preston Vic., each carrying a 

local child in their arms. The children have formed a habit of going to meet them every day on 

their way home from training periods.” North Africa, c February 1942.  Photo by Australian 

official war photographer Damien Parer. AWM Ref 006000; Centre - Former Lieutenant Henry 

Bernard Moran outside the Ballarat Courier Office c 1995. Courtesy of family of Henry Bernard 

Moran, 2015; Right - Greek Government’s Award to Lieutenant Henry Moran in honour of his 

service during the Greek campaign 1940-41. Courtesy of family of Henry Bernard Moran, 2015. 
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1.  Introduction – Henry Moran’s Donation to the State Library of Victoria 

The family of Lieutenant Henry Moran has donated an original first edition of the famous Allied 

services’ newspaper produced on Crete during the brief Crete campaign of May 1941 – along 

with a series of video memoirs by Henry Moran.  

This document provides a brief overview of the service of Lieutenant Henry Moran and the 

significance of his collection. It is illustrated with photographs from the Moran family, the 

Australian War Memorial, National Archives of Australia and my own collection. 

Few originals of Crete News newspaper survived the hurried and harried evacuation of the 

Allied forces from Crete. One of these will now be preserved and be available for future 

generations in the archives of the State Library of Victoria thanks to the family of Lieutenant 

Henry Moran. 

Along with the video recordings of Henry recounting his memoirs of his war service, these 

donations will be an important archive for future generations of historians and researchers. 

These will join the photographic collection of another veteran of the 2/8th Battalion – Private 

Syd Grant – in the State Library of Victoria. 
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2. Lieutenant Henry Moran, MiD, and his War 

Henry Bernard Moran enlisted as Private VX4879 in the 2/8th Battalion in October 1939. At the 

time, he was resident in Waubra near Ballarat. Born in Ballarat on 21st September 1917, Henry 

was 22 years old when he enlisted. Working as a farm labourer, Henry recorded his next of kin 

as his mother, Mrs. Elisabeth Moran. 1 

Henry’s war service would see him take part in campaigns in the Middle East as well as the 

Greek and Crete campaigns. Serving alongside Private Syd Grant, many of the locations 

captured in the photographic collection of Syd Grant would also have featured in Henry’s war 

service. 

The Battalion had many recruits from Victoria’s Western District and in particular Ballarat. After 

the war, the Battalion’s Colours would be presented to the City of Ballarat and are displayed in 

the Council Chambers to this day. 

The Battalion was formed at the Melbourne Showground’s in September 1939 and trained with 

at the Puckapunyal Army Camp near Seymour in Victoria. By the beginning of 1940, the 

Battalion consisted of 29 officers and 613 other ranks. After leaving Puckapunyal early on the 

morning of 14th April 1940, Syd and the Battalion embarked from Port Melbourne on the HMT 

Dunera at 3.50pm with many friends and relatives waving them off. Meanwhile, Henry had 

already been promoted to Corporal prior to his departure from Australia. 

They arrived at El Kantarra, the Egyptian Port on the Suez Canal on 18th May 1940 and began 

nearly twelve months in training camps in the Middle East, across Egypt and Palestine. The 

Battalion then took part in the early phase of the campaign in North Africa which saw the Allies 

defeat the Italian invasion and capture Bardia, Tobruk and Derna from 1940 to early 1941 – 

great victories for the men of the 2nd AIF.  

The 2/8th sailed from Alexandria to Greece on 11th March 1941. After arriving in Greece, 

camping near Glyfada (near Athens). Before the unit moved north to face the looming invasion, 

the soldiers of the 2/8th along with many diggers enjoyed some leave in Athens visiting its sites 

and enjoying the hospitality of a modern city. 

                                                             
1 This brief overview of the war service of Corporal Henry Moran and the Crete News has been drawn from the 

following sources: the service record of Henry Moran held by the National Archives of Australia (NAA); Arthur 

Bentley, The Second Eighth - A History of the 2/8th Australian Infantry Battalion, 1985; Gavin Long, Greece, Crete 

and Syria (part of the Australian Official History of WW2), 1953; D.M. Davin, Crete, (part of the New Zealand 

Official History of WW2), 1953; Peter Ewer, Forgotten Anzacs – The Campaign in Greece, 1941, Scribe, 2016; the 

archives of the Alexander Turnbull Library in New Zealand; and, the Moran family archive 
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The German invasion began on the 6th April. The 2/8th had advanced as far north as Veria 

before being withdrawn to the defence line being established across the pass at Vevi.  

The Battle of Vevi 

The battle here over the 10th-12th April would see Australian soldiers fight German soldiers for 

the first time since 1918. Henry and the 2/8th Battalion played a central role in this important 

initial confrontation of the Greek campaign on the mainland, along with other Anzac, British 

and Greek units. Henry and his comrades would succeed in holding up the German advance for 

three days. 

The battle was fought in the freezing cold of the northern Greek winter. As one Australian 

soldier remarked on the experience at Vevi: 

“Suddenly you’d see figures appearing out of the wall of snow in front of you, we’d give 

them all we had and then the snow would close over them again. I thought they’d never 

stop coming...”  

The 2/8th was badly mauled at Vevi and sustained heavy casualties. After the battle in early 

April, from nearly 650 officers and men who landed in Greece, there were barely 250 weary 

men at muster. The 19th Brigade war diary recorded that the Battalion’s commander, 

Lieutenant Colonel [JW] Mitchell, had arrived “completely exhausted”. Over the next few days 

as stragglers made their way to the battalion it would rise to 308 men. Henry successfully made 

his retreat over the mountains south of the village of Kleide. After re-joining the remains of his 

battalion, Henry and the survivors made their way south. 

Retreat through Greece 

The Greek campaign would be defined by a series of short defensive actions, followed by 

withdrawals under sustained enemy air attacks, as the Allies fell back in the face of a 

determined and technically superior force. 

Henry’s war in Greece would see him fall back through Kozani and Servia Pass, through Elassona 

and Larissa, Domokos and Lamia, to Brallos Pass, Levadia and the Corinth Canal. After its 

mauling at Vevi the remains of the battalion would form reserves at the rearguard actions along 

the way – at Servia Pass (13th-15th April), Domokos Pass (17th-18th April) and Brallos Pass (19th-

20th April). As the orders to evacuate Greece were given, Syd and the remains of 2/8th Battalion 

were directed to make their way to the port of Kalamata on the Peloponnese.  

The Battalion crossed the Corinth Canal and finally arrived in Kalamata. On the early hours of 

the 27th April some 8,650 Allied troops were evacuated in the largest single evacuation effort of 

the campaign on the mainland.  
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Evacuation and the Costa Rica 

This large convoy consisted of three transport ships – the Dilwarra (carrying 2,400 soldiers), the 

City of London (with 3,500) and the Costa Rica (with 2,500) – accompanied by three destroyers 

– the HMS Defender, Hero and Hereward – as well as the cruiser HMS Pheobe and the sloop 

Flamingo. HMS Defender also transported 250 soldiers as well as the Yugoslav Crown Jewels! 

Amongst those evacuated were 23 officers and 440 men of 2/8th battalion – Henry among 

them. The vast bulk of the Battalion were embarked aboard the transport ship Costa Rica – and 

Henry may well have been aboard this ship. Also aboard this ship was Horrie the dog – the 

famous mascot of the Australian 2/1st Machine Gun Battalion. 

Leaving harbor in darkness on their way to Alexandria via Suda Bay in Crete, the ships were 

subjected to German air attacks during daylight hours. Once on board the vessels, the 

evacuated troops had to survive the attacks of German airplanes, including Stuka Dive 

Bombers.  

Photographs show the troops on the Costa Rica at gun positions firing above. Gavin Long 

quoted one of the troops aboard the transports describing what it was like on the decks of the 

ships under attack: 

“The men came up on to the deck with a spontaneous rush and ran to pick gun positions. 

It was one of the finest things I’ve ever seen – the way these work out men sprang to the 

defence of the hip.” 

At 3pm on 27th April the Costa Rica – crammed with 2,500 troops including many from a variety 

of Australian units was not hit by a stick of bombs but its hull was damaged by a near miss. The 

ship began to list and slowly sink.  

Thankfully all troops were taken off by three British Destroyers – first the HMS Defender, then 

the HMS Hereward and finally HMS Hero. The jump from the Costa Rica to the destroyers in a 

swelling sea meant that some of the Anzacs broke bones on landing.  

One of Henry’s comrades in the 2/8th Battalion - Bob Slocombe - another survivor from the 

battle of Vevi, ended up in the sea as the Costa Rica foundered. The last to leave the Costa Rica 

were the ships officers and about twenty soldiers who jumped from the Costa Rica to the deck 

of the Hero. Another injury of the transfer was Horrie the dog. He narrowly escaped being 

crushed between two life boats as it was transferred to the destroyers. 

Crete and the Rearguard to Sfakia 
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Arriving on Crete, Henry took part in the defence of Chania in the battle of Crete. Others from 

the battalion - such as Private Syd Grant - were sent to Alexandria after a brief stay on Crete.  

Henry and the battalion were part of the fighting rearguard that took place to defend the 

retreating Allied forces as they moved across the mountains and valleys of central Crete, from 

Suda Bay in the north to the small port of Sfakia on the southern coast of Crete. As the Germans 

advanced and the final main evacuations came to an end, Henry and the battalion were 

evacuated from Sfakia. They embarked in the early hours of 1st June, 203 soldiers aboard HMS 

Phoebe and others on HMS Jackal. They both arrived at Alexandria at 1630 hours the same day.  

The Middle East and Australia 

Henry continued his service in the Middle East. As the Battalion was reformed (the Battalion’s 

history recording that some 600 officers and other ranks having made it to Egypt), Henry saw 

service in Egypt and British Mandate Palestine. It was while at Camp Julius in British Mandate 

Palestine that Henry was promoted to Sergeant in September 1941.  

His bravery in the Middle East and Greece was noted in his being mentioned-in-dispatches on 

26th December 1941– “in recognition of distinguished services … between February and July 

1941”. And like all other veterans of the Greek campaign, Henry would be honored by the 

Greek government.  

Henry returned to Australia in March 1942. He was promoted to Lieutenant in November 1942 

and saw out his war service within Australia including in the Northern Territory and 

Queensland. He was discharged in September 1945 and returned to live in Ballarat. 

It was while on Crete that Henry obtained a copy of the first edition of the Crete News, the 

newspaper produced by the Allied headquarters on Crete for the defending force. This was one 

of his prized mementoes from the war. Years later he would be photographed outside the 

offices of the local newspaper, the Ballarat Courier, proudly displaying a copy of the Crete 

News! 

After his return to Australia, Henry was later record his memories of the Greek and Crete 

campaigns in a series of video interviews. These recordings contain unique reminiscences of the 

experience of the Anzacs in Greece in WW2, recounting some of the key engagements of the 

campaign including that of Vevi in northern Greece. Copies of these are also being donated to 

the State Library of Victoria. 
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3.  Crete News (May 1941) 

On the 14th May 1941 the first edition of the legendary Crete News appeared. The Crete News 

was produced by the Allied forces on Crete as a news and information broadsheet for all Allied 

troops defending the Island. This single sheet, double sided newspaper would be the main 

source of news for the troops.  

The Allied commander, the New Zealander General Freyberg, had ordered its production also as 

a counter defeatist rumours. It was often easier for troops and civilians to listen to German 

propaganda radio reports than to access the BBC.  

On 7 May 1941, he appointed New Zealand Lieutenant G. S Cox - a former foreign 

correspondent who had worked on London dailies - to produce the paper. As the New Zealand 

official history records, Freyberg wanted the paper to be "as close as possible in format and 

content to the newspapers with which the troops were familiar in peacetime and which they 

associated with facts and respect for facts." 

To produce the paper Cox assembled his journalist and printing crew - one Greek journalist 

(George Zamaryas from Chania), paper was obtained with the support of Greek Crown Prince 

Peter, a Greek compositor called Alexei, two New Zealand soldiers who had been journalists 

before the war (Privates Barry Michael and A Membry), another New Zealand soldier who had 

been a compositor and printer (Private Alec Taylor) and the proprietor of Chania's evening 

paper allowed them to use his printing press, paper and compositors. An English teacher from 

Chios - a Mr. Graham - was brought in to teach the Kiwi's the rudiments of Greek. 

The editorial office was set up in a room in "Fernleaf House", part of the New Zealand 

headquarters. The print shop was staffed by three locals - Niko and two young girls - neither of 

whom could speak nor read English. 

Stories were drawn from the BBC. The title banner was cut from a wood block. When it came to 

printing the first edition various problems emerged - the lack of the letter "W" which was 

solved using the Greek "omega", the printing proprietor having left for his kafenion (called the 

Karatsos cafe) and the print run being interrupted by bombing raids. 

By 2am, Wednesday 14 May, the first edition was printed and available for distribution to the 

troops.  

Throughout the Crete campaign, four editions of the Crete News would be produced - under 

increasingly difficult circumstances.  

The last edition was published on Saturday 24th May despite having to re-locate some of the 

production to a cave outside of Chania. As the final 600 copies of the last edition were removed 
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from the printers, a German bomb hit the printing presses and destroyed the print shop. Only 

two copies of this final edition are known to have survived the war, one of which is held in New 

Zealand’s Alexander Turnbull Library. 
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4. Zeeto ee Australia! - With the Australians at Vevi – Article by Jim Claven 

Published by Neos Kosmos, 2nd November 2015  

On OHI Day we commemorate the battle of Greece and Crete. This is the story of the often 

forgotten battle of Vevi2 in April 1941. 

I have driven and walked through the battlefield many times. In April this year I sat enjoying a 

great meal in the beautiful Kontosoros Guest House & Restaurant at Xino Nero, a great example 

of the restored traditional inns that dot the region. It is hard to imagine in this quiet lush valley 

that the sounds of war would have filled the air in 1941. 

Yet it was here, just to the north of Xino Nero, around the village of Vevi and the winding Kleidi 

valley to its south, that the first major battle of the 1941 Greek campaign took place. It was also 

the first engagement of Anzacs in Greece since the arrival of the first diggers on Lemnos in 

1915.  

Some 34,000 Australian and New Zealand troops had arrived in Greece throughout March and 

early April as part of the Allied force sent to assist in the defence of Greece. The commander of 

the Australian 6th Division was General Mackay, a Gallipoli and Salonika campaign veteran.  

As they moved through Greece the Australians received a warm welcome. Civilians cheered 

them and threw flowers as they drove through the streets. Villagers waved and gave the 

thumbs-up sign, calling out “Zeeto ee Australia” – Long Live Australia. For many the sunlight, 

the grey green trees and clear water evoked memories of Australia.  Some enjoyed the wonders 

of the Acropolis as they moved through Athens.  

The German Army struck first in Thrace and Eastern Macedonian on the 6th April, Thessaloniki 

falling on the 9th April. Vevi sits in the Monastir Gap, one of the key north-south routes through 

Greece and the route of invading armies since the time of Alexander the Great. The ruins of 

Byzantine and Frankish castles stand testimony to the regions military past. It would now be the 

task of Australian Brigadier George Vasey to halt the German advance here until the 12th April, 

while the Allies formed their new defence line at the Aliakmon River.  

The battlefield today rests at the top of a quiet, peaceful valley, with a winding road making its 

way between the narrow defile formed by the steep hills on each side until it emerges into the 

open at the junction of the road leading to the village of Vevi. 

                                                             
2 While the battle has also been referred to as the battle of Kleidi, I have used the title of Gavin Long, the author of 
the Australian official history of the campaign. 
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Standing at this cross-roads at the top of the valley and looking to the open plain ahead, one 

can imagine what confronted the defenders as they searched ahead for the advancing German 

Army as they deployed for action on the 9th  and 10th April 1941. 

Along the ridges of the hill to the right in front of the village of Kleidi were the Australian 2/8th 

Battalion, linked up with the 4,500 strong Greek Dodecanese Regiment further on in the area of 

Lakes Vegorritis and Petron. At the centre, astride the road were the British 1st Rangers. The 

Australian 2/4th Battalion deployed on an over six kilometre front on the hills to the left, with 

the 21st Greek Brigade to its left. At the centre of the position, were strong contingents of 

Australian and British artillery and New Zealand machine gunners.  

Forward of the Rangers, Australian engineers of the 2/1st Australian Field Company had been 

busy since the 7th April creating craters in the roads north of Vevi, blowing up the railway that 

ran through the valley and a small bridge at the head of the pass, as well as laying a minefield in 

advance of the defenders position.  

As I climbed one of the hills in early April it was overcast and had rained. The muddy ground 

was sticky mud and difficult to traverse. 74 years earlier, in 1941, the young Australians who 

came here after their long journey from the south without sleep were met with rain in the 

valleys and snow and fog enveloping the mountains. For the most of the Australians this was 

their first experience of snow – unlike most of their German opponents.  

The German force comprised a motorised SS brigade and a Panzer Division, supported by 

artillery and over 1,000 aircraft – against only 130 Allied aircraft. The German attacks would be 

a three-pronged, one against the Vevi defenders - through Kleidi to Sotir in the centre, an 

attack on Kelli on the right and a flanking movement through Flambouron on the left.  

The attacking Germans made their presence felt on the evening of the 9th April – a group of 

German soldiers dressed in Greek Army uniforms surprising and capturing some British 

Rangers. On other occasions, the Germans would call out in cultured English for the defenders 

to put down their guns. The Australians would come to respond to this ruse with bursts of 

machine gun and rifle fire. 

The first two days of the battle saw all German attacks repulsed by mines, artillery and small 

arms fire. When the Australian artillery stopped the German mechanised advance along the 

road ahead of the valley on the 10th, General Mackay declared “our first ball!” Two SS 

prisoners were taken by soldiers of the 2/8th during the fighting on the 11th. Meanwhile the 

21st Greek Brigade had twice repulsed German infantry attacks.  

By the 11th the weather turned for the worse, bringing blizzard conditions to the battlefield. 

Mist in the heights on each side of the valley made it impossible to see more than fifty yards. 
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The hills on both sides of the valley were covered in snow, captured in the photograph of the 

2/4th’s Lieutenant Colonel Dougherty with a Greek officer. The Anzacs reported several guns 

had frozen overnight and were unable to fire. Some soldiers dropped out of the line with 

frostbite. As the morning of Easter Saturday approached, the Australians were surprised to hear 

the sound of a shepherd with his sheep and oxen cart moving near their lines. 

At 8.30am the Germans launched their assault on the defenders. On a wide front east of the 

road the Germans, supported by intense mortar and machine gun fire, attacked the 2/8th 

Battalion in close formation at their junction with the Rangers. Under cover of the poor 

weather, the Germans were able to get to bayonet range before the defenders could see them. 

All day long the assault ebbed and flowed around the Australian positions. As one Australian 

soldier remarked on the experience: 

“Suddenly you’d see figures appearing out of the wall of snow in front of you, we’d give 

them all we had and then the snow would closer over them again. I thought they’d never 

stop coming...”  

The Germans then launched their main assault at the centre of the pass. As the Rangers in the 

centre of the Allied defence line fell back, the 2/8th began to withdraw. The German infantry 

jumped from their trucks and advanced close behind their armoured vehicles. The Australian 

and British Artillery engaged the Germans on the road in the centre with open sights, delaying 

their advance. A successful counter-attack by the 2/8th saw it regain vital ground on the ridges 

and retain the heights to the east of the road.  

As the planned withdrawal of the Dodecanese Regiment was completed by 4pm in the face of 

German attacks on its position, the 2/8th were in danger of being surrounded and were 

attacked by infantry supported by tanks across its whole front.  

By dusk German armour had penetrated deep into the Australian lines and the battalion began 

to fall back, passing through the village of Kleidi. Platoons and sections became separated in the 

confusion. Entering the valley floor, they came under heavy machine gun fire. Exhausted men 

were ordered by their officers to discard unnecessary weapons. Making their way overland, 

they marched sixteen kilometres through heavy mud, reaching Sotir by 9pm and Rodona by 

11pm. On their route some of the Battalion were fired on by British tanks, presumably near 

Sotir.  

Despite a valiant defence in hastily prepared positions, the 2/8th Battalion was badly mauled at 

Vevi. The bravery of the Battalion is reflected in the fact that one Victorian member of the 

2/8th, Corporal Henry Moran from Waubra near Ballarat, was Mentioned-in-Despatches for his 

service during the battle. From the 29 officers and 619 other ranks that had arrived in Greece 

only weeks before, the Battalion was reduced to 250 weary men who made it safely to Rodona 
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throughout the night. Vasey wrote that their commander, Lieutenant Colonel J.W. Mitchell, 

arrived “completely exhausted”.   

While the infantry pulled back under fire from the advancing German units, demolitions were 

carried out on the road through the pass and the railway line south of Kleide and the Allied 

artillery continued to fire on the Germans in the centre. The Australian artillery commander, 

Brigadier Ned Herring, a veteran of the Salonika campaign in WW1, stated that the artillery had 

“done wonders”. The successful retreat under fire of the New Zealand machine-gunners earned 

the Military Cross for its commander, Lieutenant WF Liley.  At 5pm the 2/4th Battalion began to 

withdraw, a twenty-kilometre hike to their transport at Rodona.  

During this withdrawal a mixed group of Anzacs were captured by the Germans and 

shepherded into a field near Xino Nero. The next day, along with other British and Greek 

prisoners, they would be caught in a deadly fire-fight between Brigadier Vasey commanding the 

2/4th Battalion and British units and entrenched Germans in front of Allied positions at Sotir. 

Some managed to escape but others were killed – including the 21 year old Lieutenant John de 

Meyrick of the 2/4th Battalion - and more than thirty wounded. Yet the rearguard action at Sotir 

–one of the few tank battles of the campaign involving the British 1st Armoured Brigade - forced 

another temporary halt to the German advance.  

As the Australian defenders of Vevi crossed the Aliakmon River, they were welcomed by two 

Australian padres handing out tots of Johnnie Walker Black Label whisky and packets of Sao 

biscuits. Amongst the Allied losses, some 28 Australians and 1 or 2 New Zealanders were killed 

at Vevi, along with 40 Greek soldiers killed or wounded. 

As the day ended, the Australian and New Zealand troops would have been unaware that from 

6pm on 12th April the Second Anzac Corps had been formed with the announcement: 

“…that the reunion of the Australian and New Zealand Divisions gives all ranks the 

greatest uplift. The task ahead though difficult is not so desperate as that to which our 

fathers faced in April twenty-six years ago. We go to it together with stout hearts and 

certainty of success”. 

The formation of the Second Anzacs at Vevi in Greece lay in the footsteps of the first Anzacs 

who had walked on Lemnos in 1915. The Australians would continue their fighting retreat 

across mainland Greece and Crete, adding new battle honours to the Anzacs. Some of the 

troops that survived the battle at Vevi would be killed or captured during the retreat. Others 

survived. 

New Zealand machine gunner Private B.B. Carter survived Vevi and Greece, making an 

audacious escape from Crete with three others, including two Australians. Corporal Henry 
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Moran of the 2/8th was another Vevi veteran who was evacuated from Kalamata on 26th April 

and took part in the defence of Canea in the battle of Crete. After service in the Middle East, 

Henry would survive the war and return to Ballarat. Another Vevi veteran, Kevin Price of the 

2/1st Anti-Tank Regiment, would survive Greece and the war, returning to Malvern in 

Melbourne, only to find that his local fish and chip shop was now under the management of a 

Greek family who had witnessed the battle of Vevi. 

The battle would be remembered by the locals and memorials erected to the honour of those 

who fought there. At Xino Nero stands a war memorial erected by the locals on the initiative of 

the village President, Athanasios Altinis, commemorating the battle. I have been fortunate to 

attend the memorial service held here to honour the Allied soldiers who served and those who 

fell. Another grand memorial to the battle stands tall on a hill as you enter the Kleidi valley from 

the south.  

And as you enter the village of Vevi and turn into its main square, the war memorial contains a 

plaque dedicated to: 

“to the members of 2/4th Aust Inf Bn. 6 Aust Div A.I.F, the Greek Armed Forces, and the 

people of Vevi, who gave their lives in the defence of Greece in 1941.”  

The battle of Vevi deserves to be commemorated. At the beginning of what was an ill-fated 

campaign, fought against overwhelming odds, the Anzacs fought bravely against some of the 

most elite German troops. Enduring terrible conditions, enemy armour and air superiority, they 

had succeeded in holding up the German advance for three days.  

We should ensure that memory of those brave Anzacs – like Ballarat’s Corporal Henry Moran – 

along with their Greek and British comrades, who began the defence of Greece at Vevi on 10th 

April 1941, is restored to its rightful place during the 75th anniversary of the battle of Greece 

and Crete in 2016. 

Jim Claven is a historian and published author who has been researching the Anzac trail in 

Greece for a number of years.  Jim will be giving a presentation on the Battle of Vevi at the 

Thessaloniki Association “The White” Hall, High Street Northcote at 3pm on Sunday, 22nd 

November 2015. All are welcome. For information about Xino Nero’s Kontosoros Guest house 

- Restaurant – see www.kontosoros.gr. 
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Vevi Article – Images 

Archival Images - 1941 

 

2. Australian soldiers from the 2/2nd Battalion talking with Evezones near the Acropolis, 25 March 1941. 

AWM 006818. 

 

3. Australian and Greek soldiers in Athens, March 1941. Photo George Silk. AWM 006809 
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4. Soldiers use donkeys along a Greek Road April 1941 George Silk photo. AWM 006714 

 

5. Vevi Greece. Lieutenant Colonel I.N. Dougherty (right) standing in the snow with the Commanding 

Officer of the Flanking Greek Battalion on Good Friday April 1941. AWM 128423 

 

6. Panoramic view, south to north, from rear of 2/8th Battalion positions, showing the line of German 

advance after the break through in Vevi Pass, 7 April 1945. AWM 130407 

 

7. Corporal Henry Moran, who fought at Vevi, the Middle East, February 1942. Photograph by Damien 

Parer. AWM 006000. 
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8. Members of 1st Anti-Tank Regiment rest after Vevi withdrawal, 13 April 1941. AWM 007647 

 

9. Greek troops from the North, with an endless procession of carts carrying their equipment, add to 

road congestion at Servia. A truck of 6th Division, 2nd AIF attempts to negotiate the traffic jam. AWM 

007823 

 

10. Greek wartime poster, 1941 
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Photographs of Vevi Region by Jim Claven 2012-15: 

 

11. Looking north up the valley towards Kleidi and Vevi. The German army attacked down this road in 
April 1941. Photograph by Jim Claven 2012 

 

12. View south from one of the hills at the entrance to Kleidi valley looking towards Xino Nero. 

Photograph by Jim Claven 2012; 13. Greek war memorial to the battle of Vevi, southern entrance to the 

Kleidi Valley. Photograph Jim Claven 2015 



Lieutenant Henry Moran & the Crete News – November 2016 Page 24 
 

 

14. Greek war memorial to the battle of Vevi, southern entrance to the Kleidi Valley. Photograph Jim 

Claven 2015 

 

15. Kleide valley looking north to Vevi. In April 1941, the 2/4th battalion defended the hills to the left and 

the 2/8th the hills to the right. Photograph Jim Claven 2015 

 

16. Kleidi village church, where diggers of A, C and D Company of the 2/8th Battalion’s gathered as they 

retreated under fire on 13th April 1941. Photograph Jim Claven 2015 
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17. Looking South towards the Allied positions at the top of the Kleidi valley- the 2/8th on the left, 

Rangers ahead and 2/4th on the right. Photograph by Jim Claven 2012 

 

18. Entrance to the village of Vevi. Photograph Jim Claven 2015 
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19. War memorial at Vevi, with a commemorative plaque to the battle of Vevi affixed at the base. 

Photograph Jim Claven 2015; 20. Australian memorial plaque to the 2/4th Battalion, Greek Armed Forces 

and people of Vevi, Village of Vevi. Photograph Jim Claven 2015 

 

21. Battle of Vevi memorial service at the monument to the Battle of Vevi at Xino Nero, 12th April 2013. 

Photograph by Jim Claven 2013 
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22. Vevi Memorial, Xino Nero, 12th April 2013. Photograph by Jim Claven 2013 

 

23. Kontosoros Guest House & Restaurant, Xino Nero, April 2015. Photograph Jim Claven 

 

24. Kontosoros Guest House & Restaurant chef-owners, Xino Nero, April 2015. Photograph Jim Claven 
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25. Kontosoros Guest House & Restaurant interior, Xino Nero, April 2015. Photograph Jim Claven 

5.  Lieutenant Henry Moran’s War & the Crete News Images 
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Former Lieutenant Henry Bernard Moran outside the Ballarat Courier Office c 1995. Courtesy of 

family of Henry Bernard Moran, 2015 

 

Vevi veteran - former Lieutenant Henry Bernard Moran. Courtesy of family of Henry Bernard 

Moran, 2015 

 

“Three of those "barbaric" Australians referred to by the Duce in recent speeches. Corporal 

Harry (Paddy) Moran of Waubra, Vic, near Ballarat [at left], Private (Pte) E.H. Le Brun of 

Essendon, Vic, and Pte. W.R. Gibbee [Gilbee] of Preston Vic., each carrying a local child in their 

arms. The children have formed a habit of going to meet them every day on their way home 

from training periods.” North Africa, c February 1942.  Photo by Australian official war 

photographer Damien Parer. AWM Ref 006000 
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Panoramic view, south to north, from rear of 2/8th Battalion positions, showing line of German 

advance after the breakthrough in Vevi Pass. Vevi, Greece, 7 April 1945. Corporal Henry Moran 

served here. AWM 130407 

 

Kleide valley looking north to Vevi. In April 1941, the 2/4th battalion defended the hills to the 

left and the 2/8th the hills to the right. Photograph Jim Claven 2015 

 

British and Australian troops marching through a street in Kalamata to the embarkation point 

during the withdrawal of Allied forces. A number of troops of the Australian 2/1st Field 

Regiment have been identified in this photograph. Corporal Henry Moran marched through 

Kalamata as these troops did. AWM 069885 
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Kalamata waterfront. It was from this harbor that Corporal Henry Moran was evacuated in April 

1941. Photo Jim Claven May 2016 

 

Australian troops on the Costa Rica firing at attacking enemy aircraft. April 1941. AWM 069346 

 

The village of Sphakia, situated on the southern coast of Crete. Sfakia Cove, visible in the mid-

ground, was the site of the Allied withdrawal from Crete over four nights, beginning on 28 May, 

1941. Over 12,000 Allied troops were evacuated in a series of naval convoys, some of which 

sustained damage from German aerial attacks, to Alexandria. AWM P04067.005 
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Allied war memorial, Sfakia, photograph taken during the 75th anniversary commemorations of 

the battle of Crete. Photo Jim Claven May 2016 
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Letter confirming Henry’s Mention in Dispatches, Service File of Henry Bernanrd Moran, NAA. 
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Greek Government’s Award to Lieutenant Henry Moran in honour of his service during the 

Greek campaign 1940-41. Courtesy of family of Henry Bernard Moran, 2015. 

 

2/8th Battalion Colours, Council Chamber, Ballarat Town Hall. Photograph Jim Claven 2016 
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Crete News, Friday, 15th May 1941, Vol 1 No. 1, page 1. Courtesy of family of Henry Bernard 

Moran, 2015 
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Crete News, Friday, 15th May 1941, Vol 1 No. 1, page 2. Courtesy of family of Henry Bernard 

Moran, 2015 
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Crete News, Saturday, 24th May 1941, Vol 1 No. 4, page 1. Source: NZ Alexander Turnbull 

Library, Reference: DA-06854 
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6. Maps 

 

1. Dispositions 10th April 1941. Gavin Long, Greece, Crete and Syria, Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 

1953, between pp. 66-67 
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Map of the 2/8th Battalion positions at the battle of Vevi, April 1941. Corporal Henry Moran 

served here. Source: Arthur Bentley, The Second Eighth - A History of the 2/8th Australian 

Infantry Battalion, 1985 
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The Retreat Route of the Main British Forces, Crete 28 May-1 June 1941. This is the route 

defended by Corporal Henry Moran and the 2/8th Battalion on the retreat to Sfakia. Source: 

AWM 

 


