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POST-SCRIPT 
 

Major Patrick Leigh Fermor DSO, Intelligence Corps & Special Operations Executive 
 

Very briefly, after the war Paddy could neither settle nor find suitable employment in an austere post-war 
Britain whose employment market was over-subscribed with academically and/or technically well-qualified 
youngish men needing to make new lives for themselves in Civvy Street.  The Balkans called. 
 
Eventually Paddy applied for the vacant post of Deputy Director of the British Institute of Higher Education 
Studies in Athens under the auspices of the British Council.  He took up his duties in December 1946 but 
by 1950 he was sharing his time between Greece and his adopted home village of Dumbleton in 
Gloucestershire. 

 

From “Wikipedia”: 

In 1950, Leigh Fermor published his first book, The Traveller's Tree, about his post-war travels in the 
Caribbean.  The book won the Heinemann Foundation Prize for Literature and established his career 
path, although it has received negative attention for its approach to racial issues.  It was quoted 
extensively in Live and Let Die, by Ian Fleming.  He (PLF) went on to write several further books of his 
journeys, including Mani and Roumeli, of his travels on mule and foot around remote parts of Greece. 

Leigh Fermor translated the manuscript The Cretan Runner written by George Psychoundakis, a dispatch 
runner on Crete during the war, and helped Psychoundakis get his work published.  Fermor also wrote a 
novel, The Violins of Saint-Jacques, which was adapted as an opera by Malcolm Williamson.  

After many years together, Leigh Fermor was married in 1968 to the Honourable Joan Elizabeth 
Rayner (née Eyres Monsell), daughter of Bolton Eyres-Monsell, 1st Viscount Monsell.  She accompanied 
him on many of his travels until her death in Kardamyli in June 2003, aged 91. They had no children.  
They lived part of the year in their house in an olive grove near Kardamyli in the Mani Peninsula, 
southern Peleponnese, and part of the year in Gloucestershire. 

Leigh Fermor was knighted in the 2004 New Years Honours.   In 2007, he said that, for the first time, he 
had decided to work using a typewriter, having written all his books longhand until then.  The house at 
Kardamyli was featured in the 2013 film Before Midnight. 

 

Ill Met by Moonlight 

From “Patrick Leigh Fermor - An Adventure” by Artemis Cooper: 

“Billy Moss’s “Ill Met by Moonlight” was published in March (1950).  Billy had sent Paddy the proofs, to 
which the latter had made endless corrections and little changes of style – but still he was not happy.   As 
well as Billy’s rather tactless treatment of the Cretans, Paddy thought he had been unsympathetic to the 
General.  Billy disagreed.  It was a diary, written under difficult conditions, and should be accepted as 
such. 
 
The reviews were kind, paying tribute to the two very brave young men who had pulled off an 
extraordinary feat; but Harold Nicolson agreed with Paddy.  Writing in the Observer he remarked that 
‘[Moss] did not fully understand the self-sacrifice of the Cretans who, in assisting with the operation, were 
exposing their homes and families to savage reprisals.  Nor was he sufficiently sensitive to the agonies of 
humiliation that General Kreipe must have suffered.” 
 
The book was later adapted into a film by the same name.  It was directed/produced by Michael Powell 
and Emeric Pressburger and released in 1957.  In the film, Leigh Fermor was portrayed by Dirk Bogarde. 
Leigh Fermor's own account Abducting A General - The Kreipe Operation and SOE in Crete was 
published in October 2014. 
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“Ill Met by Moonlight”: an original film poster and the current DVD cover 
 
 

               
 

           “Abducting a General”   “Paddy Leigh Fermor – An Adventure” 
           by Paddy Leigh Fermor         by Artemis Cooper 

      (to whom I am greatly indebted) 

 
 
 
 



 3 

From the PLF website: 

Kreipe was taken to London for interrogation before being transferred to prisoner-of-war camp near 

Calgary in Canada. He was later returned to the UK and imprisoned at Island Farm, Special Camp 

11 near Bridgend. He was twice treated for diabetes at hospital Camp 99 at Shugborough Park in 

Staffordshire. 

On October 10, 1947, he was transferred from Camp 99 to Hamburg via Southampton aboard the El 

Nil. Kreipe was honourably discharged from the military in 1947 and retired to Hanover. 

 

Kreipe flanked by surviving andartes (partisans) while talking to Paddy on Greek TV 

On May 7, 1972, the abduction team (minus Moss, who had died tragically in 1965) held a reunion in 

Greece at which Kreipe was also present. During the banquet, Leigh Fermor, in fluent Greek and 

German, said: ‘After 28 years, General, we apologise to you for what happened and hope you have 

no hard feelings.’ The white-haired general, sitting with his wife, nodded and said, ‘None; otherwise I 

would not be here.’ Later Kreipe and his captors appeared on the Greek This Is Your Life 

programme. When asked how he was treated by his abductors, Kreipe said firmly, ‘Ritterlich’ 

chivalrously.’ Kreipe died in Hanover in 1976 at the age of 81, Patrick ‘Paddy’ Leigh Fermor was 

knighted in 2004.  After a harrowing race against time and the Grim Reaper all the way back from his 

beloved Greek home in Kardamyli, he died peacefully on 10th June 2011 at his English home in 

Dumbleton. 

 

http://patrickleighfermor.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/kreipe-fermor-later.jpg
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Paddy and General Kreipe in Athens (presumably 1972) – no hard feelings, cheers! 
 
 

 
 

Paddy and his wife Joan lie together for ever in the churchyard at Dumbleton 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

 
 

PPS – Paddy’s house at Kardamyli visited by Janet, Barry, Mark, Frank & presumably Lorraine,  
during May 2016 pilgrimage to Kalamata 

 

 
 

Frank Gill (President) & Janet Parkin (nee Horlington – Secretary), 
Brotherhood of Veterans of the Greek Campaigns 

 
 
 
In his history of SOE activities The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare Giles Milton makes the following 
tribute; “(SOE organised) guerrilla movements in Greece and the Balkans, led by men like ‘Eddie’ Myers 
and ‘Monty’ Woodhouse et al, had tied down fifty enemy divisions in the most critical phase of the war.” 
 


