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POST GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Major Patrick Leigh Fermor DSO, Intelligence Corps & Special Operations Executive 
 

Ref 1:  much of the following is taken from Artemis Cooper’s biography titled “Patrick Leigh Fermor – An 
Adventure”. 
 
Egypt & Palestine, June 1941 – June 1942 
 
On his return from Crete Paddy spent a few days in barracks at Alexandria then moved to Cairo and took 
rooms at the Hotel Continental – back into the high society life that he enjoyed and represented.  He was 
given a “boring but brief” job in the Canal Zone, then returned to Cairo to be initiated into the mysteries of 
the Special Operations Executive. 
 
He was sent to a training camp in Palestine, located at Haifa on the slopes of Mount Carmel.  Here he first 
met George Tyrakis and Maneli Peterakis who were later to be indispensable participants in the 
audacious kidnapping and abduction of the German commander in Heraklion.  Paddy saw in the New 
Year of 1942 in style in Jerusalem and later visited Beirut.  In April he was transferred back to Cairo to 
prepare for a clandestine return to Crete. 
 
Crete, June 1942 – September 1943 
 
The caique “Porcupine” landed Paddy, his radio operator Sergeant Matthew White and their Cretan 
‘runner’ and local guide Yanni Tsangarakis at Trypiti on the north coast of the promontory protecting Suda 
Bay after night had fallen on Monday 23rd June.  Thus started fifteen months of undercover intelligence 
gathering, sabotage, arms drops and general harassment of the occupying enemy forces in close 
cooperation with the various Cretan Resistance groups and occasionally in support of secretive missions 
by SAS and SBS commandos against specific targets.  An account of these events is recorded in Ref 1. 
 

                 
 

Paddy in formal and informal Cretan dress in the mountain hideaways 
 

On 30 April 1943 Royal Navy submarine HMS Seraph slipped a corpse into the Mediterranean Sea off the 
Spanish coast.  It was falsely identified as that of Major William Martin, Royal Marines (although in fact the 
body was that of a Welsh tramp by the real name of Glyndwr Michael).  A briefcase carrying “secret 
documents” referring to Allied plans to invade southern Europe via Greece and Crete was hand-cuffed to 
the body.  The body and its mis-information were intended to be found and reported to the Axis high 
command in an attempt to delude everyone from Hitler down that Greece and/or Crete was to be the first 
major beach-head.  Thus the great deception of Operation Mincemeat was launched – by “The Man That 
Never Was”. 
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Sabotage and intelligence gathering raids, of both official and partisan instigation, were enacted on the 
island of Crete in the spring and early summer of 1943 in order to reinforce the subterfuge.  On the 4th of 
July Paddy and his guerrillas assisted a combined SAS/SBS attack on Heraklion airfield and harbour.  On 
10th July Allied forces invaded Sicily.  On the 25th July Benito Mussolini was overthrown as leader of the 
Italian Fascist Party.  The Italian government signed a secret armistice with the Allies in Sicily on 3rd 
September.  The armistice was publicly announced on 8 September.  By then, the Allies were on the 
Italian mainland. 
 
At this time western and central Crete had been under the jack boot of German occupation; the eastern 
third of the island was under the more benign control of the Italians.  Lieutenant Franco Tavana, head of 
Italian Security, was proud of the fact that he had not been responsible for the death of one single Cretan.  
When news of the fall of Mussolini reached Crete General Angelo Carta, commander of the Italian 
garrison forces, found himself in a difficult position.  The Germans suspected that the new Italian 
government would approach the Allies to negotiate an armistice, which would throw the occupation of 
Crete into turmoil.  Carta feared that at any moment the Germans might move in, disarming and interning 
every Italian on the island.  He depended on the advice of Lieutenant Tavana, who loathed the Germans, 
and believed that the sooner Italy joined the Allies the better. 
 
Tavana sent a message to Paddy, requesting a covert meeting.  By the time it could be arranged General 
Carta had been falsely assured by the German hierarchy that there was no immediate danger of a 
takeover.  Paddy requested face to face talks with Carta to convince the General that “some British help 
would be forthcoming in the event of a clash”.  News of the Italian armistice was welcomed by the Italian 
troops, who thought they were about to be sent home.  Instead the German divisional commander 
immediately took over the eastern area.  The Italian soldiers were given the choice of fighting under 
German officers, joining labour gangs or being interned.  The ensuing meeting between Paddy, Tavana 
and General Carta achieved nothing positive.  Paddy could no longer promise British support if Carta 
resisted the Germans.  Carta was unwilling to hand over his weapons to the Cretans.  Furthermore, many 
Cretans believed that the Italian armistice would inevitably be followed by Allied troops landing on Crete. 
 
General Carta was eventually persuaded that evacuation would be the best option.  On 16th September 
he and his staff were smuggled out of Neapolis and made their way southwest to meet up with Paddy and 
his group.  Marching by night over the mountain tracks, resting and hiding by day, they made their 
hazardous way to Tsoutsouros on the south coast on 21 Sep.  They went down to the beach the following 
night but had to wait till the 24th for their pick-up boat to arrive.  A dinghy was sent ashore to drop off a 
new team of agents and then took Paddy, his 2i/c Manoli Paterakis and the General’s party back out to 
the waiting vessel.  It was necessary for Paddy to speak to the skipper in person about his new charge.  In 
the short period since arrival a sudden deterioration in the weather had occurred and it quickly became 
necessary to put out to sea away from the dangerous rocky shore – it was now too risky to take Paddy 
back to the beach.  “Without warning and without goodbyes we were suddenly heading full tilt for Africa.  
Everything had changed.” 
 
When the boat reached the Egyptian coast Paddy and his assorted entourage were taken to Cairo to be 
debriefed.  From there they went their separate ways.   

 

"Angelico Carta at Neapolis in 1942" 
by Source. Licensed under Fair use 

via Wikipedia 
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Egypt & Palestine, September 1943 – February 1944 
 
Paddy headed straight for the bright lights and social delights of Cairo ex-pat society, with which he was 
by no means unfamiliar.  He had fifteen month’s back pay and a desire to spend it well and freely. 
 
But he had had the germ of an idea.  He had engineered the (admittedly willing) removal of one General 
from Crete and delivered him safely into British custody.  What about kidnapping a German one?  And not 
just any one – go to the top – the hated Feiidrich-Wilhelm Muller, butcher of the Viannos villages.  Greece 
and Crete were beginning to feel left behind as the Allies continued to push up through Italy.  An operation 
of this kind would make the Germans look pretty foolish, and give a tremendous boost to Cretan morale.  
 
Paddy first outlined his plan to kidnap General Muller to the SOE Cretan desk.  It was approved, he was 
promoted to Major and instructed to put together a team.  As his second in command Paddy chose a 
Coldstream Guards lieutenant (soon to become Captain) called William Moss, known to all as ‘Billy’.  Also 
included were Cretans Manoli Peterakis and Geoge Tyrakis.  They were sent off to Haifa for an intensive 
course on parachute infiltration, but were back in time to spend Christmas 1943 in Cairo. 
 
The team were told to be ready for departure on 6th January.  They flew to an airstrip near Benghazi and 
spent the next two weeks under rain-sodden canvas waiting for the weather to clear.  Clear it did not, so 
they were flown on to southern Italy and eventually departed on their mission from Brindisi.  Swirling snow 
and cloud covered the drop zone, but not enough to stop Paddy taking the first jump from the hatchway 
inserted into the bottom of the modified bomb bay of the converted Halifax bomber.  He was safely 
delivered into the welcoming hands of the pre-arranged reception party, but when the all clear was 
signalled the pilot had lost visual contact with the ground.  Reluctantly he was obliged to turn back with the 
remainder of the frustrated would-be intruders. 
 
Crete, February 1944 – May 1944 
 
Paddy spent the next few weeks living in a cave in the hills with an SOE agent, Sandy Rendel.  Several 
more attempts were made to parachute the rest of the team in, but to no avail.  It was finally decided to 
bring them in by motor launch, they arrived on 4th April.  By the time of their arrival the originally intended 
target General Muller had been replaced by another – General Heinrich Kreipe, but what the hell?  
 
The next three weeks saw much detailed planning and observation taking place.  Finally the agreed plan 
was to ambush the General in his staff car.  He normally made two trips a day to his headquarters several 
miles distant.  After spending the morning working he returned to his villa for lunch, then returned in the 
afternoon to work from four till eight.  Sometimes he stayed on to play bridge with his staff, getting back to 
his villa about nine or ten.  The best abduction point was on the last stretch of the way, where a downward 
slope would oblige the car to reduce speed.  There were plenty of hiding places among rocks and bushes. 
 
To minimise the risk of reprisals against the local civilian population, it was vital to convince the Germans 
that the kidnapping had been planned and executed by regular forces controlled by Cairo, and not the 
actions of Cretan ‘brigands and terrorists’.  Consequently Paddy was to signal Cairo as soon as they were 
safely away.  The BBC would then broadcast news of the abduction, and the RAF undertook to drop 
leaflets over the island.  To reinforce this deception and lay a false trail Paddy and Billy Moss composed a 
letter to be left in the General’s car at a lonely beach suitable for a clandestine submarine rendezvous and 
pick-up.  It was addressed to the German authorities in Crete and dated 23 April 1944: 
 

“Gentlemen, 
 Your Divisional Commander, General Kreipe, was captured a short time ago by a BRITISH 
raiding force under our command.  By the time you read this both he and we will be on our way to 
Cairo. 
We would like to point out most emphatically that this operation has been carried out without the 
help of CRETANS or CRETAN partisans and the only guides used were serving soldiers of HIS 
HELLENIC MAJESTY’S FORCES in the Middle East, who came with us. 
Your General is an honourable prisoner of war and will be treated with all the consideration owing 
to his rank.  Any reprisals against the local population will thus be wholly unwarranted and unjust. 
Auf baldiges Wiederschen! 
PM Leigh Fermor, Maj., O.C. Commando 
CW Stanley Moss, Capt 2/i.c. 
 
P.S.  We are very sorry to have to leave this beautiful motor car behind.” 
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           The Kidnap Team              The Target 
 
 

 
 

Billy Moss’s detailed hand-drawn deployment sketch map  
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     Billy Moss - General Kreipe - Paddy Leigh Fermor             The General’s car – on display in a  
     in the mountains on their way to the south coast               Cretan war museum 
 
 
The kidnapping of the General and the ‘planting’ of his car as a decoy actually took place on the evening 
of 26th April and went off perfectly according to plan.  (An unforeseeable catastrophe, however, took place 
a little later when the General’s Cretan driver was executed by one of the partisan’s to prevent him 
identifying the perpetrators of the abduction.) Over the next twenty days, sleeping in mountain caves and 
remote shepherd’s huts, the party trekked from near Heraklion on the north coast to the arranged 
rendezvous in the south at Redanko beach, with many an adventure and scare along the way.  Paddy and 
the General got on very well, once Kreipe had learned to trust his captors - they even found an occasion 
to recite poetry to each other. 
 
On the night of 14th-15th May a motor launch nosed in to the beach and the kidnap party were welcomed 
aboard.  They were whisked across the Mediterranean to Mersa Matruh and thence to Cairo.  General 
Kreipe stated that Paddy and Billy had treated him with chivalry and courtesy.  Paddy was immediately 
awarded the DSO but on the 19th May he developed what turned out to be polyarthritis.  He spent the next 
three months in hospital in Cairo and convalescing in Lebanon.  Just got out of there in time! 
 

 
 

Auf Wiederschen, Herr General – for you the war is over! 
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Kreipe Memorial 
 
Crete, October - December 1944 
 
Cretan partisan guerrilla warfare was still being waged against the German occupation, but there was 
growing division and competition between the communist-leaning and royalist factions of the resistance 
movement, which ultimately led to civil war.  There had been reprisals, of course, after the abduction, for 
which Paddy felt some considerable guilt and remorse.  By this time, however, the Germans were 
definitely on the back foot in Crete.  They had withdrawn to the far western region of the island.  Having 
recuperated sufficiently, Paddy returned to the eastern area to carry on the fight and tie up a few loose 
ends of unfinished business.  He left the island on the 23rd December and arrived in Alexandria on 
Christmas Eve, and from there back to Cairo once again. 
 
With the final writing on the wall for the Germans in Crete and Greece – and indeed throughout Axis 
Europe – the focus of Cairo SOE operations was turning from the Middle East to the Far East.  Many of 
Paddy’s friends and colleagues were being sent out.  Paddy applied to join them, but was gently refused 
(perhaps on health grounds).  
 
England & Germany, January – May 1945 
 
Paddy was sent back to England at the end of January 1945 for two month’s hard-earned leave.  At the 
end of March he was ordered to join the  recently formed Special Allied Airborne Reconnaissance Force 
based at Sunningdale golf course.  Now that the capitulation of Germany was inevitable, SAARF’s task 
was to rescue thousands of PoWs, who might be either marched off and slaughtered, or used as 
hostages and bargaining counters in the last days of the Reich. 
 
The plan was for a three-man team with a wireless set to be dropped near the target camp, dressed in 
tattered uniforms.  Then, having quietly joined one of the work gangs, they would infiltrate the prison 
camp, contact the senior British PoW, establish communications with the advancing Allied troops, arrange 
for air cover and an arms drop, and then overpower the garrison or strike a deal with camp’s 
commandant.  This plan was scotched ‘as insane’ by Colonel Mike Reid of Colditz fame.  Incidentally Reid 
himself had originally been captured by German paratroops while trying to defend the Corinth Canal 
bridges in April 1941.  
 
The next move was to fly Paddy out  to Luneberg Heath in northern Germany, to be stationed in the 
bombed-out ruins of Hamburg.  He became part of a team whose mission was to seek out and pursue war 
criminals, and to inspect the local tribunals set up to regulate claims and administer justice.  They were 
ordered not to fraternise with the Germans, and instructed to look out for so-called Wenwolfen – doomed 
young Nazi fanatics, whose tactics were thought to include stretching wire across a road to decapitate 
people.  He was back in London in time to celebrate VE Day on 8th May 1945. 
 


