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POST-GREECE 
 

Gunner Sidney MacKelworth, 13 LAA Regiment, RA 
 
 

Mac was returned to Alexandria, Egypt by the cruiser HMS Phoebe.  At the present time we have no 
reason to suspect that he left the surviving remnant of the depleted 122 Battery, but it does have a 
bearing on his future movements in North Africa.  A brief indication of some options is given below: 
 
From WW2Talk: 
 
“During the Crusader battle (Nov-Dec 1941), 122nd Battery served under 4th Armoured Brigade while HQ 
served as the command for Tobruk Harbour.  It also served under 22nd Armoured Brigade at Chor es 
Sufan at the end of December.  37th and 38th Batteries remained in the rear in Egypt.  The regiment 
joined 8th Army after the battle.  It stayed as part of 8th Army, except for a spell under 9th Army in 
Palestine and Syria in late 1942 and early 1943 under 20th AA Brigade, through the end of the desert 
campaign in May 1943, when it formed part of 1st AA Brigade in Cyrenaica.” 
 
From Mac’s son: 
 
We know that Mac (and 13 LAA Regt) was in Palestine in late 1942 where he visited the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.  His son has his “Certificate of Pilgrimage to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, Jerusalem, Palestine” dated 20 Oct 1942.  Was this during his period of convalescence?  Was 
he treated in a British Military Hospital in Jerusalem? 
 
“Dad was ‘blown up’ at some stage, suffered shrapnel wounds on his back and sheltered behind a Gun 
Carrier in a river. Recuperating might have included pneumonia.  On return to UK unfit for further combat 
– he might have been a driver” (still in RA?).  
 
Family story says, “when he finally arrived back at (my) Mum’s house in Dagenham he was so emaciated 
Mum opened the door and fainted.  Dad had no-where to live, and (my) Gran refused to have him stay 
unless they married, which they did in Romford in May 1944. A pic outside church shows Dad in uniform - 
they changed churches due bomb damage”. 
 

 
 

The newly-wed happy couple – Mr & Mrs MacKelworth, Romford, May 1944 
 
 


