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POST-GREECE 
 

Lance Corporal Ronald Stevenson, Royal Armoured Corps, 3rd Royal Tank Regiment 
 

After registration as PoW No. 6006 at Stalag XVIIIA, Wolfsberg Ron was allocated to Arbeitskommando 
236/L (L = Landwirteschaft, i.e. farming Work Party).  Apparently he later described the location as “near 
Graz”.  Below are shown PoWs working on a farm in ArbKdo 233/L, 40 miles SW of Graz. 
 

 
 

Stalag XVIIIA Main Gate, Wolfsberg 

 

 
 

Making hay while the sun shines – Archivist’s father centre stage 
 

 
 

Reaping the corn harvest 
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Here follows Ron’s own collection of PoW photograph;:  these from Stalag XVIIIA: 
 

             
 

     L/Cpl Ronald Stevenson . . .                  . . .  and some of his mates 
 

         
 

More Tankie mates 
 

                 
 

More Aussie mates 
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These would appear to be on his Work Party farm: 

    
 
 
From the Jan/Feb 2014 Newsletter of the Brotherhood of Veterans of the Greek Campaign: 
'Thoughts of Dad' was entered into the 2013 Pendle War Poetry Competition and won 2nd prize in the 
Pendle Adult Section.  It was also selected to appear in the Anthology - "Pendle War Poetry Competition, 
Selected Poems, 2013".  Quite an achievement since there were several hundred entries across all the 
categories. 
 

Father's Dav Thoughts of Dad in 236L in Austria 

 

The sweet smell of new-mown grass, 

carried on the air on a warm summer's evening, 

has no frontiers or politics or time. 

It just touches the senses with an old familiarity - 

You close your eyes, breathe deeply,  

And you are back in childhood, home and love, 

when days were simple then. 

 

Fear and pain and loneliness  

have no boundaries either, 

are common to all men 

whatever the uniform or tongue. 

 

What did you feel in those days long ago, 

when you smelt that same sweet grass 

in those hayfields far away, 

in that village, not your own, 

with that family, not yours, 

when you sent them home "best love"? 

 

 

According to Ian Brown’s “Stalag 18A” website, at some point (and for a reason or reasons unknown) Ron 
was transferred to Stalag 344.  Wikipedia states the following: 

Stalag 344 

Stalag VIII-B Lamsdorf was a notorious German Army prisoner of war camp, later renumbered Stalag-
344, located near the small town of Lamsdorf (now called Lambinowice) in Silesia. The camp initially 
occupied barracks built to house British and French prisoners in World War 1.  At this same location there 
had been a prison camp during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71. 
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Timeline 

It was opened in 1939 to house Polish prisoners from the German September 1939 offensive. Later 
approximately 100,000 prisoners from Australia, Belgium, British India, British Palestine, Canada, France, 
Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, South Africa, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, 
the Isle of Man, the United States and Yugoslavia passed through this camp.  In 1941 a separate camp, 
Stalag VIII-F, was set up close by to house the Soviet prisoners. 
 
In 1943, the Lamsdorf camp was split up, and many of the prisoners (and Arbeitskommando) were 
transferred to two new base camps, Stalag VIII-C Sagan (modern Zagari) and Stalag VIII-D Teschen 
(modern Cesky Tesin).  The base camp at Lamsdorf was renumbered Stalag 344. 
 
The Soviet Army reached the camp on 17 March 1945. 
 
Later the Lamsdorf camp was used by the Soviets to house Germans, both prisoners of war and civilians. 
Polish army personnel being repatriated from POW camps were also processed through Lamsdorf and 
sometimes held there as prisoners for several months. Some were later released, others sent to Gulags in 
Siberia. 
 
Medical facilities 

The hospital facilities at Stalag VIII-B were among the best in all Stalags.. The so-called Lazaret was set 
up on separate site with eleven concrete buildings. Six of them were self-contained wards, each with 
space for about 100 patients. The others served as treatment blocks with operating theaters, X-ray and 
laboratory facilities, as well as kitchens, a morgue, and accommodations for the medical staff. 
The lazaret was headed by a German officer with the title Oberst Arzt ("Colonel Doctor"), but the staff was 
made up entirely of prisoners. They included general physicians and surgeons, even a neuro-surgeon, 
psychiatrist, anaesthesiologist, radiologist. 
 
Evacuation and repatriation 

In January 1945, as the Soviet armies resumed their offensive and advanced into Germany, many of the 
prisoners were marched westward in groups of 200 to 300 in the so-called Death March. Many of them 
died from the bitter cold and exhaustion. The lucky ones got far enough to the west to be liberated by the 
American army. The unlucky ones got "liberated" by the Soviets, who instead of turning them over quickly 
to the western allies, held them as virtual hostages for several more months. Many of them were finally 
repatriated towards the end of 1945 through the port of Odessa on the Black Sea. 
 
Arbeitskommandos 

There were more than 700 subsidiary Arbeitskommandos (working parties outside the main camp).  In the 
second issue of The Clarion (the camp magazine) in February 1943, the RC Chaplain Father John Berry 
says that "...there are about 600 Working Parties and ..... you will be able to guess why so many of you 
will have not yet had a visit".  Arbeitskommandos were set up to house lower ranks that were working in 
the coal mines, quarries, factories and on railways. 
 

 
 

Stalag VIIIB (later 344) Main Gate and Guardroom 
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             Some of the Guards        Still part of the barbed wire fence years later 
 
 

   
 

         Accommodation huts      Daily chores about camp? 
 

 

 
 

Occupants of Hut ‘S’ on a cold day (“Myself” not known – 
 he possibly either is or is related to an Alan Downard) 
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    Good News – Red Cross Parcels –  Bad News – these PoWs look thoroughly 
 an absolute life-saver   demoralised – if they were Russian they 
      were in for a very bad time 

 

 
 

Stalag 344 

 

 
 

Some never made it home – funeral of a British PoW at Stalag 344 


