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POST-GREECE 
 

Colonel Christopher Montague Woodhouse OBE DSO, Special Operations Executive 
 

 
From his obituary in The Guardian: 

In the early 1950s, he briefly served in SIS (MI6). In this capacity he masterminded the critical initial 
stages of Operation Boot, the unimaginative codename for the overthrow of Mohammed Mossadeq, the 
Iranian politician bent on nationalising the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. One of the more remarkable 
disclosures in Woodhouse's entertaining, self-deprecating autobiography, Something Ventured (1982), 
was the use of the BBC Persian Service to send coded messages to the Shah. 

A not altogether happy four-year stint (1955-1959) as director-general of Chatham House followed. 
Woodhouse was also, for a time, chief editor of Penguin Books. In 1959 he was elected Conservative MP 
for Oxford, holding the seat until 1966, and again from 1970-1974. During his first term, he held junior 
ministerial office, latterly in the Home Office. 

His second term coincided with the colonels' dictatorship in Greece. Whereas a good number of his 
parliamentary colleagues, from all parties, were only too eager to accept the junta's hospitality in the form 
of freebies dressed up as fact-finding missions, Woodhouse was always steadfast and outspoken in his 
opposition - a rare voice on the Conservative benches prepared to speak out against the idiocies of 
military dictatorship. 

This was in part out of loyalty to his old resistance com rades and politician friends, many of whom were 
the victims of the colonels' brutal excesses. In part, too, it reflected that profound commitment to freedom 
and parliamentary democracy that had made Woodhouse such a formidable obstacle to the ambitions of 
the communist-controlled resistance in wartime Greece. 

The loss of his parliamentary seat in 1974 meant more time for scholarship. In addition to studies of 
British foreign policy, and lives of Rhodes (with JG Lockhart) and Dostoevsky, he published a dozen 
books on different aspects of Greek history. This prodigious output ranged widely over the history of the 
Greek people from the fall of Constantinople to the present day. 

Woodhouse's books included a study of the 15th-century philosopher Georgios Genistos Plethon; a 
number of works on the struggle for Greek independence in the early 19th century, including a 
monumental life of Count Ioannis Capodistrias, the first president of independent Greece; two major 
books on the troubled decade of the 1940s; a study of Greece under the colonels; and a life of 
Constantinos Karamanlis, the conservative Greek politician whom he so greatly admired. His last book, 
published in 1995, was a life of Rigas Velestiatis, the proto-martyr of Greek independence. 

Shortly before his death, Woodhouse completed the formidable task of translating into English the 10-
volume History Of The European Spirit, by his friend Panayiotis Kanellopoulos, a man who, like 
Woodhouse, combined the life of the mind with the world of politics. 

It gave him particular pleasure that his study of Plethon, originally published by Oxford University Press, 
was republished last year by Sandpiper Books, prompting an invitation to Mistra, in the Peloponnese, 
where, in the dying days of the Byzantine empire, Plethon had called for a return to the pagan 
philosophies of the ancient world. 

In 1945, Woodhouse married Davina, the widow of the 5th Earl of Erne. She died in 1995. He is survived 
by the two sons, Christopher and Nicholas, and the daughter, Emma, of the marriage, by one stepson and 
two stepdaughters. He became the 5th Lord Terrington on the death of his brother in 1998. 

• Christopher Montague 'Monty' Woodhouse, Lord Terrington of Huddersfield, scholar, soldier and 
politician, born May 11 1917; died February 13, 2001. 

 

 


