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POST-GREECE 
 

Brigadier Leonard Parrington, General Staff 
 

Brigadier Parrington was registered as PoW No 316 at Oflag VB, Biberach, Baden-Wurtemberg.  
According to Wikipedia: “The camp was clean and living conditions were satisfactory.  The first officers 
from the Battle of Crete (and Greece) arrived on 16 June 1941.  They were surprised at the good 
conditions after several weeks of travel and grim conditions in transit camps. 
 
Nothing is known of Parrington’s PoW experiences, with the extraordinary exception of his (apparently 
innocent and naïve) brush with the embryonic British Free Corps. 
 

British Free Corps (from Metapedia) 

 

The German Waffen-SS "British Free Corps" (BFC) was the creation of John Amery, the son of 

Conservative cabinet minister Leo Amery.  John Amery was a staunch anti-Communist and came to 

embrace the National Socialist doctrines of Germany. 
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(In January 1943) Amery began his recruiting drive for a unit he named "The British Legion of St. George." 

He made the rounds of POW camps addressing 40 to 50 inmates from Britain and various Common-

wealth countries, and handed out recruiting material. His first efforts at recruitment were complete failures, 

but he persisted and eventually was rewarded with four recruits: an elderly academic named Logio, 

Maurice Tanner, Oswald Job and Kenneth Berry (a 17 year old deckhand on the SS Cymbeline, which 

was sunk).  Logio was released, while Job was recruited by German intelligence, trained as a spy, caught 

while trying to get into England and hanged March 1944.  Thus, Amery ended up with two men, of which 

only Berry would actually join what was later called the BFC.  Amery's link to what became the BFC 

ended in October 1943 when the Waffen-SS decided Amery's services were no longer needed. 

 

With the failure of Amery's recruiting efforts, another idea was tried in an attempt to woo POWs into 

joining the BFC.  Given the harsh conditions of POW camps in Germany and the occupied areas, it was 

decided to form a "holiday camp" for likely recruits.  Two holiday camps were set up, Special Detachment 

999 and Special Detachment 517, both under the umbrella of Stalag IIId, near Berlin.  English-speaking 

guards were used, overseen by a German intelligence officer, who would use the guards as information 

gatherers.  But a Briton was needed as a possible conduit for volunteers and for this duty.   Battery 

Quartermaster Sergeant John Henry Owen Brown of the Royal Artillery was selected. 

 

Brown had been a member of the British Union of Fascists (BUF) before the war, but was also a devout 

Christian.  Captured on the beaches of Dunkirk in May 1940, Brown eventually ended up in a camp at 

Blechhammer.  Given his rank, he was made a foreman of a work detail where he successfully won the 

confidence of the Germans. With his status, the Germans made him the camp leader of Special 

Detachment 517. 

. . .  

In reality, Brown had been setting up a black market scheme, smuggling in contraband to give to his men 

and also to bribe the guards.  Later Brown learned the POW message codes created by MI9 and began to 

operate as (in his words) a "self-made spy".  Once he understood his role concerning the "holiday camps", 

he determined that he was in a unique position to both hinder the formation of this unit and to obtain 

intelligence  -  while also making sure the men who came to the camp actually got a holiday. 

. . .  

When the first batch of 200 POWs arrived in the camp, Brown and his men did their best to entertain the 

prisoners while Cooper and other pro-National Socialist men worked the crowd, seeking ex-BUF members 

or other ex-Fascist group members as well as finding out attitudes about the Communists.  This treatment 

displeased many of the POWs, who demanded to be sent back to their camps.  To try and calm this, the 

most senior British POW, one Major-General Fortune, was asked to send a representative to the holiday 

camp to inspect it; he selected Brigadier Leonard Parrington, who inspected the facilities, and reported it 

was indeed a holiday camp and the POWs should not worry.  
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Brown did not feel safe in informing Parrington of the purpose of the camp.  While Parrington's visit was 

successful in calming the POWs, this recruiting effort gained only one confirmed recruit, Alfred Vivian 

Minchin, a merchant seaman whose ship, the SS Empire Ranger, was sunk off Norway by German 

bombers.  Brown, following the first batch, learned of the full scope of the project from Carl Britten, who 

said he'd been forced into the BFC by Cooper and Leonard Courlander.  Brown was unable to persuade 

Britten to quit the BFC, but MI9 got a very revealing transmission from Brown. 
 
Verdict on Leonard Parrington’s involvement (from Wikipedia) 
 
A number of sources mention the involvement of Brigadier Leonard Parrington, a British Army officer 
captured by the Germans in Greece in 1941.  This was based on a misunderstanding by some of the 
British volunteers after Parrington in the summer of 1943 had visited the POW 'holiday camp' at 
Genshagen, in the southern suburbs of Berlin, as the representative of the Senior British POW, Major 
General Victor Fortune.  Parrington had told the assembled prisoners that he 'knew the purpose of the 
camp’ and the BFC volunteers who were there took this to mean that he approved of the unit.  In reality, 
Parrington had accepted Genshagen at face value as a rest centre for POWs. 
 


