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POST-GREECE 
 

Sapper Ken Millington, 292 Field Company, Royal Engineers 
 

Compiled from both the BBC Peoples’ War and Ian Brown’s “Stalag 18A” websites: 
 
“When we reached Belgrade we were allowed out. During this journey we would pull into sidings. On one 
occasion some Greek girls tried to push bread through the slits in the truck and were promptly shot. We 
eventually arrived at Wolfsberg in Austria, having travelled the length of Yugoslavia in the cattle truck. We 
were then taken to a prison camp - Stalag 18A - where we were deloused, had our particulars taken and I 
was given a No.2654.” 
 
“While in this main Stalag, some of us were detailed to work on an Airport which was against the rules for 
any P.O.W. to work at a military establishment. The Red Cross found out and sent us back to Stalag.” 
 
“After some time I was sent to a Working Camp - GW199 - and was set to work in an open-cast Mine 
where we had to break stone all day then load it into trucks. There were about 48 of us in a hut high in the 
Austrian mountains. We had very little food considering we had to work so hard but things began to perk 
up when, at last, we received Red Cross food parcels. They contained tinned bacon, rice pudding, soap, 
toothpaste, cigarettes and lots more things. The guards would do anything for a cigarette and so we 
bribed them to listen to the BBC news each night which always started with Beethoven’s 5th. If they had 
been found out they would very likely have been shot.” 

“There were a number of us in the hut who played musical instruments. I forget how we came across 
these but I would imagine we bartered our cigarettes with the villagers for them, and so we were able to 
entertain ourselves. I played the violin. 

 
 

Ken Millington on right with violin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 

One day an American airman crashed nearby and we attended his burial and we were able to send 
photographs of this to his family.” 

                

 
 

 Burial of the US Pilot 
 
“Towards the end of the war I had an accident in the Mine when a truck came off the rails taking a large 
piece out of my leg. I was taken by sleigh through the deep snow to a hospital. There they tied me down 
to the operating table and took 39 pieces of flesh from my thigh and put them into the hole in my leg. I 
kept trying to lift my head to see what they were doing but they brought a bar across my head so I was 
trapped. All this without anaesthetic. 
  
They then put my leg in plaster of Paris. Over time this all turned septic and I became very ill, the poison 
travelling up to my groin causing huge swelling. Fortunately for me, Germany capitulated at that time and 
American Officers came into the hospital looking for one of their own. There was no American there but 
the Nurse pointed me out to them. They immediately pumped Penicillin into me and took me to a field 
hospital.    
 
As my temperature went down so they took me on to the next field hospital. Eventually I arrived in Paris 
where I stayed for a week to recuperate and get back on my legs. I have to thank the Americans for 
saving my life. I was then flown to England in a Dakota aircraft, landing at Swindon. I was moved from 
there during the night and taken to Manor Hospital at Walsall, which was that much nearer to my parents.  
 

   
 

     PoWs boarding a Dakota for the flight home       Interior of Casualty Evacuation Dakota 
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Early the next morning a lady carne in asking after the Prisoner of War who had arrived during the night. 
(How she got to know I don’t know). They pointed me out to her and as she neared my bed she said ‘Oh, 
you’re not my Simeon’; I said ‘no I’m Ken Millington, but do you mean Simeon France’, ‘yes’ she said ‘he 
is my son’. Then I told her that I had shared a hut with Simeon for 4 years and that he was fine before I 
was taken into hospital 3 months previously. What an amazing coincidence!!!  
 
I was then taken into Stratford on Avon hospital which was only 8 miles from where my parents lived. I 
was there for another 3 months as my wound would not heal.  
 
So ended Kens War.” 
 
 
Ian Brown’s “Stalag 18A” website has the following additional item on Ken’s Arbeitskommando: 
 

Work Camp 199 GW 
 

 
Location: Sunk (near Hohentauern) 
Type of work: Magnesite quarry 
Man of Confidence: Driver W Evans 
Number of Men: 41 
Known to be present: 
 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

  Atkinson         

R.C. Baker L/Cpl RE 2956   

James A Brannigan Gnr RA 3257   

John Brown         

W.B. Burchoski Spr RE 2936 Transf'd to Stalag 17B 

W Chalker Pte 2/6 Inf. Bn. 3465 Australia; possible 

J Cormie L/Cpl RASC 3074   

? Cosgrove         

T.G. Coulson L/Cpl RASC 2927   

Doug R. Cox Dvr RASC 2906   

? Davies         

? Evans         

William G Evans Dvr RASC 2817 Camp Leader 

? Fisher         

L Frampton Pte KORR 6639 possible 

Robert Ellis Fraser L/Cpl RASC 2828   

Alan Freeman Dvr RASC 3135   

B.W. Godfrey Dvr RASC 2794 possible 

Frank Reginald Albert Holmes Dvr RASC 2998   

? Hopkins         

? Johnson         

? Keen         

? Kennedy         

? Kitchen         

W.H. (Bill) Libby Spr RE 2959   

Joe Mildenhall Spr RE 2682   

Ken A. Millington Spr RE 2654   

George J. Millwater L/Sgt RE 2991   

F Nichols Dvr RASC 2989   

http://www.stalag18a.org.uk/kenmillington.html
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Ray W Reeves Spr RE 2798   

E.W. Robertson Dvr RASC 2950   

G.H. Sheaff Gnr RA 1965 possible 

Frank J Skelton Dvr RASC 2829   

? Smith         

Gerry Spaull         

W.J. Wagstaff Spr RE 2968   

Tommy Watson         

? Wild         

Peter Duncan Windeler Spr RE 3021   

? Young         

 
 
The (following additional) names and photographs have been sent by Matthew Smith, grandson of Spr 
Ken Millington, Ian Fraser, son of L/Cpl Robert Fraser and Sheila Russell, Linda Smit and Kevin 
Brannigan, the children of Gnr James Brannigan. 
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               Gerry Spaull           Joe Mildenhall   George Millwater 
 
 

     
 
              Peter Windeler       G. H. Sheaff             Millwater + 2 
 
 

   
 
    Group (including Ken, rear left)           Group (with beer!) 
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Ian Fraser, son of L/Cpl R.E. Fraser, RASC, has sent the following sequence of photographs of the 
funeral of an unknown US airman who was shot down near to 199/GW. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Military funeral of US pilot - note also presence of local civilians and lone German guard 
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His last resting place by the church wall - note model of USAAF P-38 Lightning fighter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Archivist’s Note:    The Stalag 18A website does not specifically claim so, but the following details referring 
to Camp 199/GW look very much like the standard format from a typical International Red Cross 
inspection report: 
 
General Description 
New wooden barracks below a magnesite quarry which covers with its terraces the whole mountainside. 
 
Interior arrangement 
Electric light. Heating adequate. The barrack is now a bit overcrowded, but the work is just building a 
special hut for the guards outside the barbed wire area which will give the POWs the disposition of the 
guards' room and resolve thus the problem of overcrowding. 
 
Bathing and washing facilities 
There is an excellent washroom in the barrack. 
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Toilet facilities 
Adequate. A separate shed contains 4 cabins with flush-type WCs. 
 
Food and Cooking 
British orderly cooks the food for the POWs in the camp. They get correct heavy workers' rations. 
 
Medical attention and sickness 
A civilian doctor in Trieben cares for the sick. Medical supply adequate. Dental treatment is also given in 
Trieben. The Man of Confidence and a sanitator look after the sick in the camp and give first aid and they 
also decide whether a man is able to go to work or not. 
 
Clothing 
In progress. The working uniform is in a very bad condition as the work in the quarry is very straining on 
the material. The boots are in order. 
 
Laundry 
Done by two women. 
 
Money and Pay 
Correct. 
 
Canteen 
Poor. The men can get beer. They are allowed to sit in the works canteen every evening for 1½ hour. 
 
Religious activity 
When Padre Ledgerwood visited the camp in Trieben, the POWs in Sunk were allowed to go down there 
and join the service. 
Recreation and exercise 
Near the barn where the POWs live there is a yard where they can get some sport. Swimming is also 
possible in the nearby river. 
 
Recreation and Exercise 
No complaint. They go to a little lake nearby in the summer for swimming; in the cold season walks are 
organised and when snow has fallen they have got a bobsleigh at their disposition and some skis which 
sport they appreciate very much. 
 
Mail 
Good. 
 
Welfare work 
In order. 
 
Complaints 
The Man of Confidence asked for some books on electricity and motor mechanics as some of his men 
want to study during the winter evenings. The YMCA will be advised of this. 
 
General impression 
This is a very good camp. The men are all in splendid physical condition and the spirit is excellent. The 
works director who is a colonel in the army has a fair understanding for the needs of the British POWs and 
as these keep up excellent soldierly discipline, he gives them very much freedom. Although this camp is 
situated in a rough and far-away mountain valley, no escapes were noted here which seems to come from 
the fair treatment the POWs are getting here. 
 
 
 

 
 


