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POST-GREECE 
 

Nursing Sister Jane Pugh TANS, 26th British General Hospital, Athens 
 

 
Minimally edited from David Grant’s Family History website – referring to his mother Jane: 
 
From Alexandria Jane went to Cairo, was re-kitted and posted to 63th General Hospital, where everyone 
was "very kind" to them, then straight back to 8 General Hospital on 1 July 1941 in Alexandria.  She 
remained there for the next two years. 
 

 
 

Victoria College - and 64 General Hospital Alexandria 
 

Victoria College School in Alexandria had been requisitioned by the British authorities, and this became 
64 General Field Hospital with 1200 beds initially.  Under the terms of the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty, Britain 
still enjoyed strategic and logistical privileges in its former protectorate.  Thus the school was turned into a 
naval and military hospital (64th General Hospital), remaining off-limits to civilians for the next four school 
years.  Henceforth, the students would do without their imposing buildings, the large classrooms, the great 
dining hall, the incomparable grounds and the recently constructed Birley Hall (1937) with its imposing 
stage and cinema.  8 General Hospital was the smaller of the two British Hospitals in Alexandria, with 700 
beds, and was just east of Alexandria, in a building which originally had been the Italian School.  The 
Sisters were quartered in the English Girls College just outside the hospital gates.  The building lent itself 
quite well to becoming a General Hospital, as just short of 700 beds could be accommodated in the 
building itself without gross overcrowding.  There was a tented wing of bell tents for Indian patients, with a 
second tented wing for South African coloured patients, this before the days of Political Correctness!   
 
The main building for 8 General Hospital was two storied, with the west wing ground floor given over to 
Surgical, and east wing to Medical.  West wing upper floor was for officers and sick Sisters.  The East 
wing upper was for skin and venereal patients.  Cases were admitted from the local camps and barracks, 
and from the forward area and battle zone of the Western Desert by ambulance train, Hospital Ship or HM 
Destroyers.  The hospital was also the parent unit for No 1 Maxillo-Facial Unit which had the use of 3 
wards and 50 beds.  They had a small staff, which included 1 Nursing Sister QAIMNS.  From what my 
mother told me, I believe that this was her job at Alexandria.  The maxillo-facial unit were reported to be 
working at high pressure.  In the 12 months from Oct 1941 to Oct 1942 some 14,000 patients passed 
through this 700-bed hospital.  Air raids were a problem with tents, as splinters from anti-aircraft shells fell 
down on the tents and could kill patients. 
 
The Second Battle of El Alamein marked a significant turning point in the Western Desert Campaign of 
World War II.  The battle lasted from October 23 to November 5, 1942.  Following the First Battle of El 
Alamein, which had stalled the Axis advance, General Bernard Montgomery took command of the British 
Empire's Eighth Army from Claude Auchinleck in August 1942.  Success in the battle turned the tide in the 
North African Campaign.  Allied victory at El Alamein ended Axis hopes of occupying Egypt, controlling 
access to the Suez Canal, and gaining access to the Middle Eastern oil fields.  The defeat at El Alamein 
marked the end of Axis expansion in Africa. 
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 Alexandria 1942 
 
Jane then moved to 2 General Hospital, Tripoli.  2 General Hospital was sited at Azizia Gate in Tripoli and 
was built from scratch by the Royal Engineers.  Personnel, less Sisters, arrived on 9th March 1943.  66 
Sisters, which included Jane, embarked in Alexandria on 4 March 1943 and arrived in Tripoli on the 
Hospital Ship "Llandovery" on 22 March 1943.  A report from Officer Commanding 2 General Hospital 
states that much of the equipment was broken or missing on arrival at Tripoli. 
 

 
 

Hospital Ship "Llandovery 
 

In Tripoli the nurses were allotted what had been an Italian barracks.  Everything had been deliberately 
broken ~ and it was filthy.  The King inspected the 48th General Hospital on 19 June 1943.  However 
Tripoli was not that bad.  It was an important Axis base until taken by Montgomery's forces on 23 January 
1943.  It then became a hospital centre, and the burials in the war cemetery were almost entirely from the 
hospitals, which included Nos. 2, 48 and 133 General Hospitals from March 1943, and No. 89 General 
Hospital from April 1944. 
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Except for sunken ships in the harbour, neat piles of rubble cleared from bombed out areas, the flow of 
military traffic, and men in uniform everywhere, Tripoli had the aspect of a seaside resort.  Once the 
showpiece and centre of Italy's Libya colony, an impressive row of pompous blue-tinted Fascist-style 
buildings faced in sandstone and marble lined the curved highway that rimmed the protected harbour. 
There were similar large public and private buildings downtown.  There were shops where traditional 
artisan products could be obtained.  The Mediterranean littoral, west of Tripoli, and stretching for 
hundreds of miles to the east, was intensively farmed by the skilled Italian farmers and their families who 
had been encouraged to settle these lands.  After the 8th Army had driven the Afrika Korps out of Tripoli 
(January 1943) these farms had been cultivated again, and a colourful open air-market displayed their 
goods.  The army rations were readily supplemented by an abundance of fresh fruits, vegetables, meats, 
poultry, fish.  All along the coast were the most inviting beaches and waters for swimming and sunning 
that anyone could want.  Within the spacious harbour itself, and at other choice locations, swimming 
establishments and clubs with bathhouses and restaurants had reopened. 
 
Shortly after allied troops captured Naples on 1st October 1943 the hospital was again dismantled and 
they boarded a hospital ship, which sailed to Naples.  This was a pleasant trip.  The ship was brightly lit 
up so it would not be attacked and the accommodation was very comfortable.  They disembarked by 
walking over the side of one of the wrecks lying in the harbour. 
 
On 5 December 1943, 2 British General Hospital took over the Caserta Palace, the place where Emma 
(Lady Hamilton) and Nelson would stay for the weekend with the King of the Two Sicilys   It had been a 
hotel for some years, and the waiters were kept on when the place was taken over to be used as a 
hospital.  They wore penguin suits with the regulation napkin over their arm, and came round taking 
orders for the meals.  The menu seemed extensive, but was in fact bully beef, done up in different ways. 
2BGH remained here at Caserta (north of Naples) from December 1943 until September 1945.  2BGH 
had been with the 8th Army throughout the desert campaign.  They started off in Alexandria at the 
beginning of Wavel’s first show, Operation Compass.  Then they moved to Benghazi, then to Tripoli and 
Tunisia and from there to Caserta. 
 
2 General Hospital became partly a tented hospital and was called upon to work to capacity.  Because of 
the limited number of buildings available (five wards of a total of 24 in the barracks), it was decided to 
place all administrative offices in tents, and to use the indoor space entirely for patients.  All the staff were 
accommodated in tents.  The inclement weather brought many hardships.  It was cold, with heavy rain 
and wind, and snow lay on the nearby hills.  Many of the tents were flooded out, but the staff cheerfully 
accepted their conditions and discounted their discomforts.  Sisters and nurses showed a particularly 
admirable spirit.  The QAs here did not wear battle dress but wore a proper uniform with the red cape and 
a natty pair of desert boots. 
 
One afternoon, March 22nd 1944, there was a sound of a huge explosion, it was Vesuvius erupting with a 
huge plume of smoke.  The eruption went on for days and at night glowing lava could be seen flowing 
down one side of the mountain while lightning played over the peak. 
 

                
 

       The eruption of Mount Vesuvius on March 22nd, 1944    Jane, Naples 1944 
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The brief summary of these years from Jane’s ‘Queen Mary’ postcard (see Pre-Greece) simply states that 

from Crete she . . . “Left and went to Cairo with absolutely nothing! Rekitted and posted to Alex. There for 

two years through Alamein, then Tripoli, Naples. In 1944 back via Gibraltar." 

 
On the 27th April 1944 Jane married Alan Grant, a doctor in the RAMC in Naples.  After the reception at 
the Allied Officers Club, the young couple left for a short honeymoon at Amalfi and Capri before returning  
to their different units. The Allied Officers Club was located on hill overlooking Naples. It was described as 
a beautiful club, finished in marble, with an all-around balcony upstairs with an extra bar. The orchestra 
was Italian and excellent. Every imaginable uniform present—American, British, French officers, nurses, 
WAC’s, ATS, Red Cross girls, Canadians, Scotsmen dancing in kilts. Drinks were apparently fairly good 
too. 
 

 
 

Jane with Alan, Naples 1944 
 
The conception of their first child, David Grant, must have been at a Christmas leave in 1944 (he was 
born Sept 1945).  Jane's pregnancy resulted in her being transferred back to England by ship, via 
Gibraltar, in spring 1945, and subsequent demobilisation.  There was a letter from the War Office on 28th 
March 1945 sent to Mrs J Grant, 50 Bailey Road, Fenton, Burton on Trent dealing with her resignation. 
David Grant was born in September 1945 at Adlington Hall in Cheshire, at that time used as a nursing  
Home. 
 

        
 

  Adlington Hall in Cheshire        Jane with David, born 1945 
 


