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POST-GREECE 
 

Driver ‘Jack’ Richardson, Royal Army Service Corps 
 

Continued from Jack’s Diary: 
 

 
 

 
 

Main entrance to Stalag XVIIIA, Wolfsberg 
 

 
 

Jack’s PoW Registration ID photograph 
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First Escape 
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  First Escape cont’d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  First Escape 
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Second Escape 
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It 
would 
seem 
these 
dates 
should 
be for 
April, 
not 
March 
(trans-
cript 
error?) 



 14 

 

Jack’s Diary ends here.  He may have been marched north to Stalag XVIIIC at Markt Pongau to 
await repatriation, along with many other PoWs.  Germany finally unconditionally surrendered on 
8th May.  He would have been flown home soon afterwards. 
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From Ian Brown’s “Stalag 18A” website – some of the Work Camps Jack occupied: 
 

Work Camp  13048 L 
 

Location: Waldenstein 
Type of work: road repair 
Man of Confidence: Cpl Robert Werner 
(later: Pte W.A. Gratton-Wilson) 
Number of Men: 58, (later 65) 

Known to be present 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

W. Anderson         

Alfred Birchall Pte   109 Oldham, NZ 

E.G. Boden Pte 2/8 Inf. Bn. 3792 Australia 

Greg Bourchier Pte 2/8 Inf. Bn. 3831 Australia 

M.P. Brough Pte   5905 New Zealand; transf'd to Stalag 344 

R? Byrne         

Adam J. Cairns Tpr RAC 5773 Scotland 

? Carroll         

William Edward Cassidy Gnr 3 Lt.A.A.Rg. 5821 also 10029/GW 

N. Clark         

Frank Cliff Pte 2/1 Pnr. Bn. 1517 Australia 

William Wellington Fountain Gnr 5 Fd. Rg. 889 New Zealand; also 11027/GW 

V. Francis       New Zealand 

Edward Fredric     196 Wellington, NZ 

Owen Grainger Cpl       

W.A. Gratton-Wilson Pte 2/5 Inf. Bn. 3822 Australia; MOC (late 1942) 

Jack Guilliard Pte   203 New Cross, NZ 

Ron Hadaway Gnr RA 5188   

John Hamilton     4144 Frankton, NZ 

Thomas Hitchens     473 Chattenham, NZ 

G.D. Israel Dvr RASC 3179   

T.F. Jacks Pte 2/6 Inf. Bn. 3439 Australia 

H. Kaye   RE     

H. Kelly   B&H?     

? Lambert         

? Lee         

Stanley Cecil Lomax Spr RE 5150 (possible); capt'd Crete 

? McRae         

? Mears         

T. Miller   RASC     

? Munnery         

J. Newman         

Doug G. Nix Gnr 2/1 Fd. Rg. 197 Australia; capt'd Kalamata 

J. Nutt     RE   

? Parker         

? Ra(i)nson         

M.E. Scully Spr NZ Eng. 4930 New Zealand 

John Spry     221 Palmerston, NZ 

? Squires         

Anthony Strettles Sgmn 6 Div. Sigs. 3811 Australia; also 11701/L, 785/GW, died 27.2.43 

Raymond Tietjen Pte 20 Bn. 5718 New Zealand 

Robert C. Werner Cpl   7208 NZ; transf'd to Stalag 357 

? Westwood         

L.A. Williams Pte 2/12 Inf. Bn. 3381 Tasmania; transf'd to Stalag 20A 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10029gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11027gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/dougnix.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc785gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/graves.html
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J.H. Wilson Pte 2/11 Inf. Bn. 3619 Australia 

J.S. Winning Tpr RAC 1288 Transf'd to Stalag 344 

Walter Joseph Gustav Wojciech Spr   5759 New Zealand 

? Woods         

W.A. Gratton-Wilson Pte 2/5 Inf. Bn. 3822 Australia 

 POW Graffiti 

Elmar Konig, who lives in Wolfsberg, has sent me a fascinating photo which was taken inside Waldenstein 
Castle. It shows the names of some of the POWs scratched into the wall. 
 

 

  

The Death of Anthony Strettles 

Graig Hatherel, great nephew of Anthony Strettles has sent me a copy of his great uncle's POW Record 
Cards. These documents were kept by the German authorities for every POW in their hands. Anthony is 
described in the record as an 'Escaper'. He was held at Work Camp 11701/L from July 1941 to June 1942 
and then Work Camp 785/GW from June to August 1942 from where he escaped. He is next recorded at 
Stalag 18A in October 1942 and was transferred to 13048/L in that month. In February 1943, he recorded 
as having died due to a fractured skull incurred from a fall. The record states that this was an 'accident' 
and that it was 'his own fault'.  I wonder if he was trying to escape again? 
 
He was originally buried in Theissenegg Cemetery and then transferred to Klagenfurt War Cemetery. 

Archivist’s Note:  Here is a contemporary reference to Strettles’ death from Jack Richardson’s Diary: 

“29/2/43 Tony Strettles fell out of the window and killed himself.  He was buried on the 2nd March.” 

http://www.stalag18a.org/konig/konig01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc785gw.html
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Field Judgement 
 
On Monday, March 9th 1942, a group of POWs at this Work Camp refused to work in a quarry. The 
reasons for this are not clear. Some may have been trying to get a transfer to another Work Camp. Others 
may have joined in just to show solidarity with their mates. The outcome of this was that all the POWs 
were found guilty of mutiny by a German Military Court in April 1942. The sentences were as follows: 
Alfred Birchall - 4 years in a Military Prison 
John Hamilton - 4 years 
Thomas Hitchens - 4 years 
Jack Guilliard - 4 years 
John Spry - 4 years 
Edward Fredric - 4 years 
Squires - 2 years 6 months 
Lee - 2 years 6 months 
Woods - 2 years 6 months 
McRae - 6 months 
Owen Grainger - aquitted 
The POWs were sent to a Military Prison in Torgau, Germany. Here they would receive no Red Cross 
parcels. John Spry lost 3 and a half stone in weight in the first 3 months. In November 1942 he was 
moved to Graudenz Prison in West Prussia and in July 1944 to Wormditt in East Prussia. The imminent 
arrival of the Russians in January 1945 forced the evacuation of the prison and John took this opportunity 
to escape. With the help of Polish citizens, he finally made his way to Odessa and freedom. 
 
International Red Cross Inspection Report 
 
Date of visit: 3 June  1942 
 
General Description 
The camp occupies a part of an old castle in a very nice neighbourhood. There are at present 58 POWs, 
all of whom have previously been punished for attempts to escape or refusal to work. They are here more 
closely guarded than in other work camps but are in other respects treated in exactly the same way as in 
other camps. 
They are working on a road for 10 hours a day but are free on Saturdays and Sundays. The Man of 
Confidence stated that the work could not be considered as hard. They receive the regular pay of 70 pfg. 
a day.  
Interior arrangement 
The men are lodged in three rooms, one of which is used as a dormitory, one by a tailor and a 
shoemaker, and one which is empty. The rooms are light and airy, although the dormitory is rather filled 
up with beds. 
Bathing and washing facilities 
The washing facilities are adequate. 
Toilet facilities 
The latrine is very primitive. It was promised to have an extra separation put up to separate it better from 
the rooms. If kept clean, the toilet cannot be considered unhygienic. 
Food and Cooking 
The food is prepared in a clean and good kitchen and the men gat all the 'heavy workers' ration. The food 
was said to be fair. 
Medical attention and sickness 
There is a British sanitator in the camp. On the day of the visit, 17 of the men were not working, saying 
that they were sick. A few days before, the number of reported sick had been 31, which is more than 50% 
of the total number. The doctor had been called, but had only found 3 of the 31 really ill. The Man of 
Confidence and the sanitator agreed that the men were just trying to avoid working. The Accompanying 
Officer stated that in the future he would have to punish the men who reported themselves ill without 
being ill. 
Recreation and exercise 
The only real complaint here is that there is no space in the open air for the men to spend their free time. 
They have been taken out for 2 hours walk for the last two Sundays but the rest of their free time they 
have to spend in their rooms. The matter will be taken up with the proper authorities. 
Mail 
Has arrived regularly. 
General impression 
The camp must be considered fairly good. 
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Date of visit: 14 September 1942 

General Description 
The prisoners are still doing roadwork. They used to work 10 hours a day. Now they are doing contract 
work and are given every day a certain amount of work to finish. Today they are only working 3 to 4 hours 
daily, which naturally is quite agreeable to the men. 

Interior arrangement 
No changes. 

Bathing and washing facilities 
There was some discussion concerning the washing facilities. It seems that, for a certain time past, 
running water was only available in the castle for 2 or 3 hours daily. Also the supply of hot water was not 
always sufficient. It has been agreed now with the Camp Commander and the accompanying Officer that 
water is available from 6-8, 11-13 and 15-18 hours. This should be sufficient for everybody. It will also be 
tried to take the men to a swimming pool in a nearby village. 

Toilet facilities 
The improvement of the latrine asked for after our last visit has been made, and the toilet can now be 
considered adequate. 

Food and Cooking 
The kitchen is still in good order and the men are preparing their own food. They still get the heavy 
workers ration, despite the fact that 4 hours work daily cannot be called 'Heavy Work'. They men 
complained that they get too many potatoes. This cannot be changed for the present, as the greater part 
of the German population today is fed mostly on potatoes. 
A ration table, which so far has been refused to the men, will now be posted in the kitchen so that the men 
can check up if they get all the food they are entitled to. 
Red Cross parcels have been distributed regularly. As the prisoners here are all experts in escaping, no 
tins from the parcels are handed to them unless they have been opened first. This caused some trouble 
but, after discussing it with the men, they understood why this measure had to be taken by the Camp 
authorities. 
A special cooking place has been built in one of the rooms for preparing the private food from the parcels. 

Medical attention and sickness 
The health in the camp is good. A British sanitator is still here but at the time of the visit he had no patient 
to look after. There were, however, 10 men who for minor working accidents did not work at the time. 

Clothing 
The men are well dressed in this camp and short of nothing. 

Canteen 
A small canteen is here. Beer is sold to the men once a week. 

Religious activity 
The camp has been visited by the padre from Stalag XVIIIA. 

Recreation and exercise 
The men are still taken for walks once a week. It will now be arranged that daily, under the command of 
the British Man of Confidence, the prisoners can take some physical culture exercises for about an hour. 

Mail 
Mail came regularly, but now some of the restrictions as reported in other reports also apply to this camp. 

Welfare work 
The Man of Confidence asked for some more books, some card games and chess. This will be brought to 
the attention of the YMCA. 

General impression 
Some real improvements could be noticed since out last visit. The camp can still be considered as  fairly 
good. 
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Work Camp  7010 GW 
 

Note: At one time this camp was a "Bewahrungs-Lager"  or Disciplinary Camp for escapees and 
those POWs who had refused to work in other camps. 

Location: Weissenbach and then Grossreifling 
Type of work: Railway? 
Man of Confidence: Cpl H Steward 
Number of Men: 24 

Known to be present: 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

Victor Leonard Bailey Gnr RA 4512   

Eric Bardsley Sgmn R Sigs 1037   

James Berry Dvr RASC 2492 possible; also 10029/GW 

Arthur K. Harvey L/Cpl RAC 5331 Mansfield; also 68/GW 

H.G. Harvey Dvr   7521 New Zealand 

Charles H.J. Lawrence Tpr RAC 6047   

Dennis Parkinson Spr RE 2530   

Leonard Smith Dvr RAC 2502   

H Steward Cpl     MOC 

W.A. Weaver Sgt RAOC 2323 transferred to Stalag 383 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
The above names and pictures come from Alan Jackman, (son-in-law of Leonard Smith) Bob Lawrence 
(son of Charles Lawrence),  Michael Weaver (son of Sgt W.A. Weaver) and David Collard-Berry (son of 
James Berry). Many thanks to them. 

 

International Red Cross Inspection Report 

Date of visit: 15 September 1943 

General Description 
Big wooden barrack on top of a slope above the railway station in the Ens valley. 

Interior arrangement 
Four rooms for about 16 to 20 men. Cupboards, two electric lamps per room. Heating adequate. 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10029gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc86gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/jackman/jackman01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/jackman/jackman02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/jackman/jackman03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/jackman/jackman29.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/weaver/weaver04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collardberry/collardberry06.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collardberry/collardberry07.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collardberry/collardberry08.jpg


 20 

Bathing and washing facilities 
Washhouse with big boiler; hot showers available. 

Toilet facilities 
Adequate. 

Food and Cooking 
Clean. The men get heavy workers rations. On his demand the Man of Confidence will be able to control 
the meat ration. Red Cross food can be cooked either in the sleeping quarters or in a special stove in the 
washhouse. 

Medical attention and sickness 
There is one sanitator who sleeps in a separate room where also two beds for the sick are available. 
Medical supply adequate. As the camp has been opened only a fortnight ago, dental treatment has not yet 
been organised. In emergency cases, a civilian doctor makes extractions. 

Clothing 
Fairly good. 

Laundry 
Done by the men. 

Money and Pay 
Correct. 

Canteen 
None. 

Religious activity 
No visits from the padre yet. 

Recreation and exercise 
No sports allowed. 

Mail 
Regular. 

Welfare work 
In order. 

Complaints 
No special complaints. 

General impression 
This camp goes under the description of "Bewahrungs-Lager" which could be translated as "Testing-
Camp". All the men in it are escapees or have been refusing work in other camps. So the discipline and 
guarding is more narrow. Accordingly the atmosphere is a bit strained and the men have difficulties in 
getting used to this kind of treatment. Materially there is nothing to be objected to in the camp and it is of a 
rather better standard than the average prisoners' camp. The guards-company commander, Captain 
Bradel, who has several of these camps under his command, told the delegate that after a few weeks, he 
was generally able to alleviate the guarding and disciplinary system under which the prisoners had to 
work. They get accustomed to it and finally regain their soldierly attitude and, in consequence, the 
complaints and the restlessness quite disappear. It is to be remarked that, if the treatment is stricter, it is 
in no way in disaccordance with the Geneva Convention. 
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Work Camp 785 GW 
 

Location: Weissenbach an der Enns 
Type of work: Paper Mill 
Man of Confidence: Sgt F Collins 
Number of Men: 59 approx. 
 

 

Known to be present: 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

D Allary Pte RASC 2427   

H.W. Arden Pte RASC 2315   

Fred Baines Spr RE 5801 also 2056/L 

A Barlow Sgmn R Sigs 5850 also 2056/L 

Sidney Albert Biffin Spr RE 2449   

George C Bradbury Spr RE 5876 capt'd Crete; also 2056/L 

Bertram Brown Pte 2NZEF 4010 New Zealand 

A.M. Cassidy L/Cpl R Sigs 587   

D Christie Pte 2/6 Inf. Bn. 3670 Australia 

John Cobb   India     

Fred Collins L/Sgt RAOC 2326   

A Comes         

Max A Crang Pte 2/6 Inf. Bn. 7479 Australia 

G Davies         

Taffy Dennis Spr RE 5792 possible 

A Dobson         

Joe Dooler       Leeds 

George Dutton   RAOC 5903?   

Doug R. Elliot Pte 1 Cps Supp Clm 4042 Australia 

G (Jock) Findlay Pte RASC 2316   

G Fraser Pte Bk. Watch 2345   

E.A. Garner Dvr RASC 2329   

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
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Albert Gibb         

W.P. (Ginger) Greatrex Spr RE 5766 also 1107/L 

Norman Hodgetts Gnr 2/3 Fd. Rg. 5851 Australia; also 2056/L 

Ern J.G. Hodson RQMS RA 5896 also 2056/L 

T (Yorkie) Holden Dvr RE 5786   

Ernest Holley L/Bdr RA 5881 also 2056/L 

Ernie Jacks Dvr R Sigs 5639 also 2056/L 

G Jackson   NZ     

Mark A Jenner Gnr RA 5828 also 2056/L 

W (Bill) Jones Tpr RAC 5787 3RTR 

Arthur T Kingsbury Tpr RAC 1938   

C Lea   RASC     

H Marshall L/Cpl RAC 8120   

A Matthews Dvr RASC 7616   

I McPherson         

C Parker   RAC     

Edgar Parry Pte RAVC 2343 also 2056/L 

Ronald Peters Pte 21 Bn. 4124 New Zealand 

W Pirini Pte 2NZEF 5857 New Zealand; also 2056/L 

A.S. Pitcher Dvr RASC 2453   

C R Pratt Dvr RASC 5862 also 2056/L 

Ron Reed         

Walter Robson Tpr RAC 2589 Derbyshire; transferred to Stalag 344 

George Rutter Spr RE 5581 also 2056/L 

E Salmon Pte 2/6 Inf. Bn. 3527 Australia 

Clarry Stanley Pte HQ Gd. Bn. 3807 Australia 

A E Start Dvr RASC 2311   

Anthony Strettles Sgmn 6 Div. Sigs. 3811 Australia; died 27.2.43; also 11041/GW 

Reggie Swayne   RASC     

R Thomas Pte 2/4 Inf. Bn. 4018 Australia 

Tony Vella Spr RE 5702 Turkey; also 2056/L 

W (Nellie) Wallis Dvr RASC 2438   

Percy Webber Pte RAVC 2638   

Elvet Williams Pte Welch 5841 Wales; also 2056/L 

Perce Williams Spr RE 2948 possible 

Jack Worsnop Dvr RASC 2299   

George Yates Marine RM     

T Zantuck Pte 2/6 Inf. Bn. 3681 Australia 

 

 

 

Autumn 1942 Spring, 1943 Spring 1944 

 

 

 

RASC group Colonial group Nov '42 group 

 

 
 

Autumn 1943 Birmingham group Birmingham group 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc1107L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/graves.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11041gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc2056L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins17.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins20.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bradbury/bradbury3.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bradbury/bradbury2.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bradbury/bradbury7.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins14.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins15.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins16.jpg
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Room 4, Summer 1943   Room group 

 

 

 

George Bradbury I McPherson M A Crang 

   

Duff Cooper Ernie Jacks Jock 

 

 

 

Ozzy Jack Worsnop Baines & Rutter 

 

 

 

Manchester group, 1943 RAOC group, 1943 Room 2, 1943 

 

  

 

Mark Jenner & Lager cat   Percy & Yorky 

 

 

 

Christmas 1943 Christmas 1943 Program Christmas 1943 

http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins18.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins19.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bradbury/gcbradbury.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bradbury/bradbury9.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/bradbury/macrang.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins12.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins13.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins10.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins05.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins11.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins06.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins07.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins08.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins09.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins21.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins23.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/collins/collins22.jpg
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  Weissenbach 1984   

 
Thanks to Gill Bradbury, daughter of George Bradbury and John Collins, son of Fred Collins,  for the 
names and pictures.) 
The following excerpt is taken from 'Arbeitskommando' by Elvet Williams. 
 
Weissenbach a.d.Enns already had a British POW camp. Its inmates had been absorbed into the village 
work-force, and that work-force lived on and for the paper mill. The mill straddled the village between road 
and stream. Timber stacks occupied more ground than the mill itself.. The huge stacks kept the prison 
camp, sited on the narrower back road, out of sight of main village life.  The camp consisted of only one 
building. It also bordered a road, whilst its compound contained a narrow useless area, enclosed by 
barbed wire on all four sides. 
 
The entrance door of the building opened straight into a dining room or common room extending the width 
of the hut. At the far end an identically situated door led down several steps into the compound stretched 
along the bank of the stream but separated from it by barbed wire. From the right of the common room a 
central corridor passed along the longer end of the building, with doors opening on either side into small 
barrack rooms, each with four double bunks. On the left, the common room showed three doors. The first 
was the entrance to the guards quarters, which meant that all their comings and goings had to be an 
intrusion into common room activities. The second door had two different padlocks with two different keys, 
one held by the Germans, the other by the British, and belonged to a small room used as a parcel store. 
The third door, against the further wall, took one into a short corridor lined on both sides with zinc troughs 
serving as wash basins and equipped with taps for cold water. the corridor led through another door into 
the Big Room, a dormitory spanning the width of the hut. 
 
The casement-pattern windows opened outwards for air, but not for short cuts, since strong iron bars were 
set into the frames. The only stove in the prisoners' quarters squatted in the middle of the common room, 
ensuring that most off-work hours would be spent away from the bunks. The great attraction of the stove 
lay not so much in the amount of heat it threw out to warm the room, but in its versatility, attributable to its 
large area of hot plate and its rear oven. 
 
A further significant improvement in our lot was that lighting was by electricity, in every room. 
 
 
The following account and photographs were sent to me by Richard Schlager, an Austrian from Vienna, 
who was born in Weissenbach and lived there as a child. 

Tuesday 8 May 1945 

The day on which the Second World War officially ended, was one of the most eventful in the whole war in 
this little Steier village on the borders of Oberosterreich. 
 
According to the eye-witness accounts of my grandmother (at the time 32 years old) and my mother (13 
years old), tragedies and dramas were played out in the village and surroundings which will be described 
briefly below. 
 
To set the scene, an English POW camp had been set up in Weissenbach. The barracks included living 
accommodation, a cook house (the former "40's" house which served as living accommodation for our 
family in the 1960s)and the wash-house. (the wash/cook house was in use up to the break-up of the 
settlement in the 1980s.) The settlement lay close to the former Cellulose factory, opposite the woodpile. 

Early Morning 

The existence of the POW camp was probably known to the English soldiers who were advancing from 
the South, because on 8th May 1945, at 8 o'clock in the morning the community offices in Weissenbach 
on the Enns were filled with English soldiers. These soldiers looked as though they had spent the night of 
7th/8th May on a "straw camp" which my grandmother, who worked in the council offices, and who 
amongst other things was responsible for the "Fleischbeschau" (?) immediately noticed, as the "straw 

http://www.stalag18a.org/bradbury/bradbury14.jpg
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camp" had not been there the day before. As the Town Mayor, Mr Delmonte, contrary to his normal 
habits, was not yet in his office, all the other town officials went back home as well. 

The End: The Jaksche Family 

The mayor was at the time at the community doctor Dr. Jaksche's surgery. A tragedy had taken place 
there the night before. The community doctor, an ardent Nazi had exterminated his whole family. First his 
two older sons had to shoot themselves, and then Dr. Jaksche shot his three younger children, his wife 
and himself. 

The Russians are coming 

When the Mayor came back to the community offices from the doctor's, a Russian officer arrived there 
coming from the direction of Altenmarkt. 
 
The conversation between the officer and Mayor Delmonte according to my grandmother, was about lines 
of demarcation, that had been set up in the middle of the Enns, and the advance or rather the non-
advance of Russian troops due to the fact that in the town an English POW camp existed and that 
American trrops had already advanced as far as Buchauersattel (about 10km father in the direction of St. 
Gallen.) 
 
Following this conversation, the Russian officer went back to Altenmarkt. This remained the only visit of a 
Russian soldier to Weissenbach. 
 
The town of Altenmarkt remained occupied by Russians for a considerable time. During this time there 
were stories of many rapes (the cries of the women could be hear across the Enns). 

Get the Americans... 

For the locals, the visit of the Russian officer led to a fear that Russian troops could occupy the town. 
In order to avoid this, some locals drove with several English POWs through St. Gallen to Buchauersattel 
to persuade the American troops to move as quickly as possible in order to reach Weissenbach. The 
American troops had however got stuck in a huge engagement with the retreating German army in 
Buchauersattel. 
 
According to the accounts the American troops immediately drove with Jeeps and lorries to Weissenbach 
and together with the British soldiers who had arrived the night before, carried out negotiations with the 
locals. 

The Train 

A Reich's train from Hungary with so-called "Jewish goods" had been standing at the station in 
Weissenbach for weeks guarded by the Volkssturm. On the 8th May however, the train was plundered, 
with most of the locals (mainly older men, women and children) taking part. 
 
According to the accounts there were some grotesque scenes where two women would fight over a shoe, 
as each wanted to have a complete pair. In the train there were rolls of cloth, shoes, clothes, tinned foods, 
medical instruments and every type of household article. According to my mother, former English POWs 
had themselves made suits ("Steier suits") out of the material and it was possible to see locals with suits 
made from the plunder of the 8th May 1945 right up to the 1990s. 
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The camp stretched from no.112 to no.117. The Cookhouse was no.114 and the Wash-
house, no.115 

 

After the war, this camp was used by the factory as homes for the employees. No.114 was 
my home from 1958 until 1975. 
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