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POST-GREECE 
 

Corporal Eric Kay, Royal Air Force, 221 AMES MRU 
 

Back to Egypt 
 
Eric and his MRU team-mates were evacuated from Kalamata by HMS Hero and SS Dilwara on the night 
of 26th/27th April 1941.  On 8th May he sent a telegram home from Egypt (probably Alexandria) informing 
his mother of his safe deliverance. 
 
(A quote from another airman [not associated with Eric’s activities] after his evacuation and return to 
Egypt states: “We then returned to Aboukir [an RAF Station 10 miles north-west of Alex].  At Aboukir we 
rejoined our unit, where we were re-kitted, then given two weeks pay and sent on leave.“  Presumably 
Eric received something like the same treatment. 
 
We know from Ken Hardman that “At the transit camp we were given a week's leave on board a Nile 
Steamer, anchored at Cairo and run by the Army, but still retaining the luxuries associated with their 
peacetime function. Back in Egypt and re-equipping, the next place we erected our gear was in the desert 
at Gebel Qatrani, south west of Cairo, still as 221 AMES.” 
 
Eric has quite a few photographs taken in Egypt.  Some are annotated as definitely prior to going over to 
Greece.  Others are partially or completely undated and unplaceable with certainty.  Others offer some 
deducible clues which allow guesstimates of variable certainty.  They are included here because this is 
where they probably fit chronologically (some of them may even be from much later in the war).  It was a 
relaxing period of leave and re-forming away from the stresses of enemy attack (temporarily, at least). 
 

                  
 
This must be on leave aboard the                        Sunset over the Nile 
“Nile Steamer anchored in Cairo” 
 
The note on the back of the “Sunset” shot (right) states: “The pyramids in the distance are not the famous 
pyramids of Cheops, but some smaller ones. They are however much older, being amongst the first ever 
built. Known as the Saqqara Pyramids they are heavily stepped, and have yielded some of the greatest 
treasures of the ancient world.”  
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     “Hammond is just playing back to a fast ball”  . . .  at the famous Gizera Sporting Club in 

      Cairo where cricket was played by all Service personnel throughout the entire war period  
 
 
 

     
 

Various views of Cairo and the Nile 
 
 

 

   
 

More views of Cairo and the Nile 
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These look as if they may have been taken on 221 AMES’ later expeditions into the 
Western Desert - was Eric re-enacting how he shot down the Stuka at Elevsis? 

Note greatly improved 3-barrel Lewis gun mounting 
 

 
 

He now has his Sergeant’s stripes up after his “Battlefield promotion” 
in Greece and being “Mentioned in Despatches” 

 

   
 

This is obviously much later - now a Warrant Officer 


