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POST-GREECE 
 

Able Seaman Bill Young, RN 
 

After three shipwrecks and lucky escapes William Patrick “Bill” Young served on shore establishments up 
until 1943, when he found himself once again at sea, serving with HMS Keats. 

During his service with HMS Keats, Bill saw the sinking of two U-Boats and participated in Operation 
Goodwood, a series of unsuccessful British carrier air raids conducted against the German battleship  
Tirpitz at her anchorage in Kaafjord, Norway, during late August 1944. 

     
 

HMS Keats Captain Neil Frederick Israel (T/A/Lt.Cdr. , DSC, RNR) 

27 Jan 1945 
The German U-boat U-1172 was sunk in St George’s Channel, in position 52°24’N, 05°42’W, by depth 
charges from the British frigates HMS Tyler (A/Lt.Cdr. C.H. Ranking, RN), HMS Keats(T/A/Lt.Cdr. N.F. 
Israel, DSC, RNR) and HMS Bligh (Cdr. B.W. Taylor, RN). 

15 Apr 1945 
German U-boat U-285 was sunk in the North Atlantic south-west of Ireland, in position 50°13’N, 12°48’W, 
by depth charges from the British frigates HMS Grindall (T/A/Lt.Cdr. D. Turquand-Young, RNVR) 
and HMS Keats (T/A/Lt.Cdr. N.F. Israel, DSC, RNR). 

Bill Young finally finished his service in September 1946 and served for 30 years in the Merchant Navy, 
but his years at war took a heavy toll. “My dad never really adapted to civilian life, after the War, although 
he had a lovely wife and 3 good, healthy sons”, his son Bob Young told www.ww2wrecks.com. 

“My dad had a drinking issue and he separated from my mother in 1960” Bob says, adding: “He swapped 
his WW2 medals in Mexico for a bottle of wine and I got the Arctic Star on his behalf last year.” 

“He never got over the nightmares of the War, really. He lived a rather colourful, but sad and tormented 
life and eventually hung himself in 1986, when he was 64 years old” 

http://www.ww2wrecks.com/
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“My father was not a bad man, but the war troubled him and left many scars to his soul. 
He felt bitter about what he went through, but his story echoes the lives of thousands of 
men that went into War in their early twenties and had to live with their horrific 
experiences for decades after the War had officially ended”. 
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Archivist’s Note:  Considerable research by Bob Young is continually on-going viz-a-viz Able 
Seaman Bill Young’s varied and at times exciting naval career.  The story is as yet far from complete.  
Watch this space! 


