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GREEK SACRED BAND 
 

Trooper Joseph Plater, SAS 
 

Summary 
 
Based on Wikipedia: 
 

The Greek Sacred Band (active 1942 - 1945) 
 

 

 

In 1942, there appeared to be disproportionately many officers in the Greek army fighting in the Middle 

East. To address this issue, a special forces unit was formed that was composed entirely of officers and 

officer cadets.  In reality, many of the "officers" were simple soldiers who had fled to Turkey and had been 

told (presumably erroneously) that they couldn't join the army in North Africa unless they were officers. 

The unit, initially named "Company of Chosen Immortals" was formed under Cavalry Major Antonios 

Stefanakis in Palestine, with 200 men, 130 of which were officers.  It was organised as a Machine Gun 

Company and intended to be attached to the II Greek Brigade.  This changed when its new commander 

Col. Christodoulos Tsigantes took over.  Tsigantes was an ex-Venizelist, who had taken part in the 

attempted coup of 1935.  His first move was to get rid of those who were openly leftist and any others he 

considered troublemakers.  Using his close relations with officers in the Allied HQ, he applied and 

succeeded in converting the unit into a special forces unit, which he renamed "Sacred Band".  (The 

originalSacred Band of Thebes was a troop of picked soldiers, consisting of 150 pairs of male lovers 

which formed the elite force of the Theban army in the 4th century BC.)  After intensive training in the 

British SAS camp in Cairo and additional training in Palestine, the Sacred Band was placed in battle in El 

Alamein and Tunisia.  By then it numbered 400 men.  Until August 1945, when it was disbanded, it fought 

alongside the SAS in the Libyan desert and the Aegean, as well as with General Leclerc's Free French 

Forces in Tunisia.  The Sacred Band of 1942-45 is the precursor of the modern Greek Special Forces and 

some of its traditions are carried on by the Mountain Raiding Companies (LOK), founded in 1946. 
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Operational History (covering Joe Plater’s period of involvement) 
 
1942 - In close cooperation with the commander of the British SAS Regiment, Lt. Colonel David Stirling, 
and with the approval of the Greek HQ, the company moved to the SAS base at Qabrit in Egypt to begin 
its training in its new role. 
 
17 Nov. 1942 - 27 Jan. 1943 - 8 men under G. Alexandris operate with the SAS behind German lines in 
Cyrenaica. 
 
4 Dec. 1942 - 60 men move towards Benghazi to perform SAS-like sabotage raids, but the mission is 
cancelled due to the rapid advances of the British. 
 
27 Jan. 1943 - Following special training, the Sacred Band moves west to join the SAS in raids behind 
German-Italian lines. The mission is cancelled due to recent heavy losses of the SAS and the capture of 
its leader, Stirling. 
 
7 Feb. 1943 - Following Colonel Tsigantes's suggestion, General Montgomery puts the Sacred Band 
under the command of General Leclerc of the Free French 2nd Armoured Division, with the duties of Light 
Mechanised Cavalry. 
 
10 Mar. 1943 - In Ksar-Rillan, Tunisia, the Sacred Band gives its first battle against a German 
mechanised detachment, while covering the advance of the X British Army Corps that try to by-pass the 
Mareth defence line from the South. 
 
29 Mar. 1943 - After the Allied forces capture Gabès, Tunisia, the Sacred Company is detailed to the 2nd 
New Zealand Division 
 
6 Apr. 1943 - A mixed Greek-New Zealand detachment fights against the Germans at Wadi Akarit. 
 
12 Apr. 1943 - The Sacred Band enters Sousse, and participates in the battle for Enfidaville between April 
13 and 17. 
 
May 1943 - The Sacred Band, now composed of 314 men, moves to Palestine, in various camps. 
 
 
 
Joe’s detailed personal account of this period, continued from “2  Pre-Greek Service”: 
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Prince Peter of Greece and Denmark 

 
 


