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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

LAC? Trevor Tilman, Royal Air Force, 33 Squadron 
 

No specific data for Trevor.  His Squadron records will have to suffice for the moment. 
 
From 33 Squadron RAF website: 
 
During the early days of World War Two, the Squadron achieved impressive victories over the Italian 
fighters but by March 1941, the Squadron found itself fighting the Luftwaffe in Greece.  By May 1941, the 
Allies had been pushed back to Crete and it was there that 33 Squadron's ground crew distinguished 
themselves in battle.  Alongside Australian, New Zealand and Greek troops, 33 Squadron fought to repel 
thousands of German paratroopers around the airfield at Maleme.  After ten days, the surviving ground 
crew were evacuated to Egypt where they re-joined the Squadron (probably taken off at Sphakia 29/30th). 
 
33 Squadron had taken 12 Hawker Hurricanes to Greece in February 1941, only 4 survived at the 
withdrawal to Crete in May,  Of these just one made its way back to Egypt. 
 

 
 

Hurricanes of 33 Squadron 
 

 
 

33 Squadron Hurricane pilots in Greece 
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Trevor was eventually withdrawn to Kalamata where he took refuge in the so-called ‘Brewery’ along with 
many other RAF personnel.  Ken Hardman and Eric Kay were two such, from whose Archive folders the 
following detail is copied: 

 

 
 

“RAF ground staff assembling in lorries to be taken to a port 
in southern Greece for embarkation” 

(from “The War in Pictures”, Odhams Press) 
 

 
 

Possibly taken on Eric’s journey over the hazardous 
mountain roads between Argos and Tripoli 
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''Bombed & machine gunned but still a smile. Waiting for the boat at Kalamata'' 
 

 

    
 
                     Kalamata - the Brewery?             'Wood Nymph hiding from the Germans,  
               Kalamata 1941'' 

 

    
 
    The harbour at Kalamata with a Sunderland          ''The harbour - secret radar equipment   
      flying boat moored off beyond the jetty             being rowed out to be dumped'' 
  
 
 
It was Saturday 26th April when Eric and his team arrived in Kalamata.  Their departure over Saturday 
night and Sunday morning early hours would fit in perfectly with the following series of extracts from 
official Naval action reports made at the time. 
 
Ken Hardman states “At 0300 hrs on 27 April our unit, in company with many others, were instructed to 
make for the quayside where destroyers of the Royal Navy were waiting to take us off. I discovered later 
that our unit had been split into three. I found myself on HMS HERO and was transferred at sea to the 
DILWARA.”  The other two thirds were transferred to the CITY OF LONDON and the COSTA RICA. 
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26 April  2230 Destroyer HMS HERO embarked 400 RAF officers & men from Kalamata quay 
  (evidently the first batch of several that night) 
  2245 HERO left quayside to deliver RAF evacuees to troopship HMT DILWARA moored out in  
  the harbour 
  2330 Transfer completed, HERO returns to quay for more passengers 
 

    
 
   Fig 33a:  Destroyer HMS Hero         Fig 33b:  Troopship HMT Dilwara 
 
27 April  0400 DILWARA departs with 2400 on board, in company with 
  SS CITY OF LONDON (2400) 
  SS COSTA RICA (2600) 
  HMS DEFENDER (300) 
  HMS PHEOBE 
  HMS HEREWARD 
  HMS FLAMINGO 
  HMS HERO 
 
  1445 “Various air attacks were made on the convoy during the passage.  During the seventh  

 raid COSTA RICA was hit, all passengers and crew safely transferred to  accompanying  
 destroyers, COSTA RICA sank, convoy proceeded to Suda Bay, Crete.”  (Crete quickly 
 became established as a second defensive battle front, mainly making use of the fighting 
 troops evacuated from Greece.  Those lucky enough to be on DILWARA were transferred 
 to a collier and taken direct to Alexandria, including Eric and his pal Ken). 

 
 
And as for Trevor Tilman?  He did not become a prisoner of war so presumably he too was successfully 
evacuated on one of the above-mentioned vessels.. 

 


