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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Driver Tom Hadwin, RASC 
 

No specific data about Tom’s movements whilst in Greece.. 
 
Tom’s son Roger believes that his father was either captured or killed (or both) at Navplion on 23rd April 
1941.  Without any doubt Tom’s body was subsequently re-interred in the Phaleron War Cemetery.  His 
entry record from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission is listed as follows: 
 

  Name Rank 
Service 
Number 

Date of 
Death 

Age 
Regiment / 

Service 
Service 
Country 

Grave / 
Memorial 
Reference 

Cemetery / 
Memorial Name 

HADWIN, 
THOMAS 

Driver    T/220461  23/04/1941  33 
  Royal Army 
Service Corps 

    United 
   Kingdom 

     9. A. 12. 
 PHALERON WAR 
      CEMETERY 

 

 
This raises a few intriguing questions; 
 

1 What was Tom doing in (or around) Navplion on the 23rd April before any planned evacuations 
from here were announced to the troops (they started on the night of 24/25th although apparently 
one Landing Craft had arrived at Navplion on the 23rd). 

2 Who else was with him. 
3 How was he captured or killed – there were no Germans in (or around) Navplion at this time.  

Could his death have been accidental? 
4 Could there be an error in the date or the place?  The London Gazette official account states the 

following for Megara, not far to the east of the Corinth Canal: 
 

“On this night (25th/26th April), 5,700. troops were embarked from the Megara area (P beach) . . . 

It is believed that about 500, many of them wounded, were left on shore after waiting four days 

near the beach.” 
 

In other words, ‘many’ wounded troops had been waiting at Megara since maybe as early as the 
21st.  Could Tom have been one of these and died from his wounds on 23rd?  It is probable that 
Megara was over-run by the Germans on the 26th after taking the Canal bridges; there were no 
further evacuations from P beach.  All those still remaining would have then been taken into 
captivity. 
 
 

What is the true story?  Much more research is required. 
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