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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Gunner Sidney MacKelworth, 13 LAA Regiment, RA 
 

 
Nothing is yet known of Mac’s personal experiences directly attributable to his time spent in Greece.  The 
closest we get is the following brief reference from WW2Talk to his Battery’s whereabouts during the initial 
advance to the north and subsequent rear-guard withdrawal back south, ultimately to evacuation to Crete. 
 
From WW2Talk: 
 
“122nd Battery had arrived in Piraeus, Greece in early December (1940).  On 13 April (1941) the battery 
was defending Volos harbour.  It next moved to Lamia to cover the road to Larissa and from there (back 
south) to Argos airfield.  Some of its guns defended the bridge over the Cornith Canal.  These men were 
captured, but another four officers and 126 men escaped to Suda Bay, Crete on 27 April.  Due to the 
attack on Crete the battery acted as infantry in the Suda-Canea sector.” 
 
Archivist’s Note:  Evidently Mac was one of the “126 men” referred to above.  After the 
concentrated German airborne assault on the airfields in northern Crete (starting on 20th May) the Allied 
forces were gradually overcome and were obliged to make a fighting withdrawal over the central mountain 
range to small harbours and beaches on the south coast. 
 
From https://panzer-abwehr.blogspot.com/2014/03/the-end-of-line-at-sfakia-31-may-1941.html: 

 
“The end of the line (was) Sfakia: 31 May 1941 on Crete.  On the night of 30-31 May 1941, some 1,550 
men were embarked from the beach at Sfakia by destroyers.  After the embarkation, there were 
something like 1,250 Autralian, 1,200 New Zealand, and 1,550 British troops.  Some of the latter were 
infantry improvised from artillery units. There were also as many as 5,000 depot troops.  General Weston 
hoped to get about 2,000 off the beach on the night of 31 May to 1 June 1941.  After a bad fight on 30 
May, the Germans held back from attacking the rear guard above Sfakia.  Brigadier Vasey knew that the 
Germans were forming a line, boxing in Sfakia so that there would be no other way out than by ships from 
the beach.  By the evening of 31 May, there was no longer water available to the men and there was no 
food.  By now, there were few ships left in the Mediterranean.  Crete had been a disaster, following 
closely on the disaster in Greece.  Early in the morning of 31 May, a force under Admiral King's command 
sailed for Sfakia.  The force consisted of the cruiser Phoebe, the fast mine layer Abdiel, and two 
destroyers.  After the ships arrived off Sfakia at 11:20pm, they started loading men.  They were able to lift 
4,050 by the time they sailed at 3am.  The commandos of Layforce and the Australian 2/7th Battalion had 
to be left.  They should have been able to be evacuated, and a few were, but through bad management 
and maybe even ill-will, they were held up until it was too late.  This is based on the account in Vol.II of 
the Australian Official History.”   

 
 
From https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/british-naval-operations-around-crete 

  
“British naval operations around Crete, 20 May-1 June 1941  
 
Timeline detailing the evacuation of Allied forces from Crete by the British Mediterranean Fleet,  
22 May – 1 June 1941. 
 
22–23 May – Ay Roumeli 
Destroyers HMS Decoy and HMS Hero embarked King George II of Greece, other ‘important personages’ 
and a platoon of 18th Battalion, 4th (NZ) Brigade. 
 
23–24 May – Suda Bay 
Destroyers HMS Jaguar and HMS Defender landed stores and ammunition. Embarked 60 non-essential 
personnel and wounded. 
 
24–25 May – Suda Bay 
Minelayer HMS Abdiel landed 200 men of Layforce and 80 tons of stores. Embarked about 50 wounded 
and four Greek cabinet ministers. 
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26–27 May – Suda Bay 
Abdiel and destroyers Hero and HMAS Nizam landed 750 men of Layforce and stores. Embarked ‘930 
merchant seamen, some naval people and others not needed’. 
 
28–29 May – Heraklion 
Force B under Rear-Admiral Henry Rawlings – cruisers HMS Orion, HMS Ajax, HMS Dido, and 
destroyers Decoy, HMS Jackal, HMS Imperial, HMS Hotspur, HMS Kimberley and HMS Hereward – 
embarked British garrison. Imperial and Ajax damaged by near misses on outward voyage – Ajax returned 
to Alexandria. Imperial broke down on return voyage and was sunk. Hereward sunk by direct 
hit. Orion received several hits and near misses. Dido severely damaged. Heavy losses included crew 
of Hereward and Captain Geoffrey Back of Orion. About 600 evacuated troops killed or captured (picked 
up by Italian torpedo boats); 3486 troops landed in Alexandria. 
 
28–29 May – Sfakia 
Destroyers Nizam, HMAS Napier, HMS Khandahar, and HMS Kelvin embarked 724 troops plus 20 
miscellaneous persons, ‘including Greeks, women, children, and a dog’ – report of Captain Stephen Arliss 
(Napier). 
 
29–30 May – Sfakia 
Cruisers HMS Phoebe, HMAS Perth, HMS Calcutta, HMS Coventry, destroyers HMS Jervis, 
HMS Hasty and HMS Janus, and Landing Ship HMS Glengyle embarked members of 
Creforce. Perth sustained a direct hit and several near misses; four crew and nine soldiers killed; 6029 
troops landed at Alexandria. 
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30–31 May – Sfakia 
Destroyers Nizam, Kelvin, Khandahar and Napier sent to Crete. Khandahar broke down, Kelvin was 
damaged by a near miss on the outward voyage and both returned to Alexandria. Napier was damaged 
by a near miss on the return voyage; 1510 troops landed at Alexandria. 
 
31 May – 1 June – Sfakia 
Cruiser Phoebe, destroyers Kimberley, Hotspur and Jackal, and minelayer Abdiel embarked members of 
Creforce. Not attacked; 3710 troops landed at Alexandria. Sunderland flying boats evacuated 54 senior 
officers, including Major-General Bernard Freyberg and Major-General E.C. Weston. 
 
Allowing for men killed on passage and for probable miscounting on disembarkation it is believed that 
about 17,000 troops were evacuated.” 
 

            
 

          On the way south over the  Sheltering on the beach at Sphakia, 
mountains to Sphakia            for the Navy 

 
         

               
 

          HMS Phoebe to the rescue      Kiwi troops onboard HMS Phoebe 
         heading for the safety of Alexandria 
       (Mac was there somewhere too) 1:6:41  


