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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Private Potts, Royal Army Medical Corps 
 

From David Potts (Private Potts’ son): 

(My father) . . . was posted to Greece from Egypt under the command of "Jumbo" Wilson and was 
attached to the RAF Blenheim Squadrons which bombed the Italians in Albania. 

 

Blenheim Mk I, 211 Squadron, Menidi (Athens) Nov 1940 - April 1941 (see Len Abbs archive) 

30 Squadron (Mk1 & 1F), Elevsis, 3 Nov 1940 - 17 April 1941 

 

When the Third Reich invaded Greece he was part of the retreat.   He used to describe how they 
were bombed by Stukas and machine gunned by Messerschmitts and how they crossed the Corinth 
Canal under fire.  He eventually got to Nauplion to be evacuated, constantly under fire, where he had 
to wait with thousands of others.  He was evacuated on HMS Phoebe to Suda Bay in Crete. 

 

HMS Phoebe - evacuated 1131 men from Navplion to Suda, night of 24/25 April 



 2 

There they were told they should march inland where they would be re-equiped.  They did so to find a 
number of long tables marked with signs "A", "B" "C" etc  and were given an orange.  That was the 
extent of the re-equipment.  They were then ordered to join the New Zealanders at Maleme.  

They were bombed and straffed every day until one day he looked up and instead of bombs there  
were hundreds of parachutes coming straight down.  The Kiwis bayoneted and shot dozens of the  
Germans and attempted to retake Maleme aerodrome with a bayonet charge.  My father's lot were 
told to defend themselves with sharpened sticks under the command of a Merchant Navy officer who 
had a pistol!  Then the command was passed from mouth to mouth, "Every man for himself" and they 
retreated to Suda and then marched over the White Mountains to Spharkia where they were 
supposed to be evacuated again.  What my father did not know, and never knew, was that he never 
stood a chance because the order was only to evacuate infantry soldiers serving in their units.   
Stragglers and anybody else were to be dumped.  

They lived in caves until one day he was captured by a German patrol.  He then had to march back to 
Suda and was imprisoned in a barbed wire cage on the beach at Chania.  He used to say there were 
dead bodies all over.  Eventually he was taken in the hold of a dirty Italian ship to Dulag Salonika. 
Conditions were dreadful.  Dysentry had broken out.  

The Germans were quite brutal and because (the Prisoners) had not been registered with the Red 
Cross, had no compunction about shooting people.  Dulag Salonika was under the rule of trigger 
happy Hitler Youth types.  

It may sound hackneyed and a stereotype but when he was captured they literally did say "For you 
Tommy the war is over". 

 
 

 


