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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Major Miles Belfrage Reid MC MBE, Royal Corps of Signals 
 

 
 
Service in Greece – Brief Summary 
 
“He and his men were captured by German paratroops in April 1941, after running out of ammunition, while 
attempting to defend the bridge over the Corinth Canal.  
 
On the 29th of November 1945 he was awarded the Order of the British Empire (Military Division) for his service in 
Greece. The citation for his award read: -  
 
"In 1941, from the beginning of the British Army occupation of Greece until his capture on or about 27th April, Major 
Miles Reid was in command of the GHQ Liaison Squadron operating directly under HQ British Forces in Greece. One 
of the characteristics of the fighting retreat carried out in the face of every conceivable difficulty during a period of 
three weeks was the almost insuperable difficulty of getting information of what was happening at the front. This is 
typical of any retreat but particularly so of the operations in Greece, where it was largely due to the conduct and the 
high standard of training in the GHQ Liaison Squadron during that period that the Commander-in- Chief was made 
aware of the constant changes which took place during the retreat, and that a picture of the situation was presented to 
him in a manner which enabled him to keep ahead of the various enemy moves. That this was so was almost entirely 
due to the foresight, energy and leadership of Major Reid, who never at any time spared himself, who was constantly 
at the front with his detachments, and who was eventually captured for that very reason. It is not possible to speak too 
highly of his conduct during this trying period though, in company with many others at such a time, it was probably 
less spectacular that it would have been in the closing stages of a highly successful campaign."  
 

 
 
From “Last on the List” – a Distillation 
 
Miles Reid’s Greek Campaign 
 
27 Dec 1940 Flew from Alexandria, Egypt, to Piraeus, Greece, via Suda Bay, Crete in an RAF Sunderland.  

Remainder of his troops (‘A’ Sqn GHQ Liaison Regt)  followed on by sea. 
 

 
 

Sunderlands in Messinia Bay, off Kalamata 
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Jan/Feb 1941 Grand tour, survey & reconnaissance of Peloponnese:  Athens; Corinth; Patras; Kalavrita; Olympia; 
Langadia; Tripolis; Argos; Athens. 

 Met up with Patrick Leigh Fermor in British Military Mission, Athens. 
 
Feb/Mar 1941 Grand tour, survey & reccy of Central Greece: Athens; Kozani; Salonika; Kilkis; Macedonian lines; 

flew back to Athens to report findings personally to visiting CIGS Gen Sir John Dill. 
 
26 Mar 1941 ‘A’ Squadron moved up to Elasson in preparation for increasingly likely invasion.  Reccied Kozani 

and Edessa regions. 
 
6 Apr 1941 Reccied Florina; 
 German invasion of Greece, crossing Bulgarian and Yugoslav borders. 
 
7 Apl 1941 Reccied Monastir Gap and Aminteo area 
 
9 Apr 1941 Reccied Perdika area 
 
12 Apr 1941 Back to Elasson 
 
13 Apr 1941 Reccied Servia area 
 
15 Apr 1941 Left Elasson to head south 
 
17-20 Apr 1941 Explored and reccied Thebes area 
 
20 Apr 1941 Back to Athens via Megara 
 
22/23 Apr 1941 Off to Corinth to assist in defence of Canal Bridges.  4th Hussars, NZ Infantry and 155 LAA Battery 

already in position, amongst other units. 
 
26 April 1941 0700 - German parachute and glider attack landed either side of single road & rail bridge.  The 

bridge had already been set for demolition, but the Allies wanted to get as many retreating troops 
across into the Peloponessus as possible first. The Germans wanted to keep it whole in order to get 
their follow-up forces over. 

 1130 – Major Reid, along with a small mixed group of defenders, were surrounded, grossly 
outnumbered and virtually out of ammunition. B Group collective decision to surrender. 

 

     
 

           The Fallschirmjager are on their way           Southern canal ferry destroyed 
 

     
 

     Bridge successfully taken . . .  , , ,  but then destroyed by Allies  
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 Prisoners were soon taken . . .  . . .  and the bridges temporarily restored 
 
 
26 Apr 1941 Taken to Greek barracks in Corinth, soon to be re-designated holding camp Dulag 185. 
 
5/6 Jun 1941 “9 mile march to railway station on north side of canal”.  Entrained for Athens, held in Ordnance 

Depot under guard.  Packed into wooden-seated carriages to Gravia. 
 
6 Jun 1941 Marched over Brallos Pass to Lamia (goods yard opposite water tower). 
 
7 Jun 1941 Cattle trucks to Salonika. 
 

        
 
          PoWs marching north through Gravia           An Aussie soldiers somewhat romanticised view 
          (possibly a propoganda photograph)      from the sumit of the Brallos Pass (but it was pretty high) 
 

   
 

   Goods sidings at Lamia station                 Goods sidings at Salonika station 
      (Archivist’s collection, 2009)                     (Archivist’s collection, 2009) 
 
 

8-16  Jun 1941 Cattle trucks via Kraljevo*, Belgrade**, Zagreb, Salzburg and Munich eventually to Oflag VB at 
Biberach in Wurttemburg. 
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* The Kraljevo massacre was the mass murder of approximately 2,000 residents of the central Serbian city 
of Kraljevoby the Wehrmacht between 15 and 20 October 1941.  The massacre came in reprisal for a 
joint Partisan–Chetnik attack on a German garrison in which 10 German soldiers were killed and 14 wounded. The 
number of hostages to be shot was calculated based on a ratio of 100 hostages executed for every German soldier 
killed and 50 hostages executed for every German soldier wounded, a formula devised by Adolf Hitler with the intent 
of suppressing anti-Nazi resistance in Eastern Europe. 
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