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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Brigadier Leonard Parrington, General Staff 
 

There is no data ref Brigadier Parrington until Kalamata.  There are many and varied observations and 
opinions thereafter.  The following selection hopefully represents a reasonably balanced view.  He really 
was caught between a rock and a hard place, and had no viable alternative but to surrender his force. 
 
1 From “The Campaign in Greece and Crete” 
 
Archivist’s Note:  Long before knowing the final outcome of Germany’s war against Russia on the Eastern 
Front (but well aware of its crucial importance to Britain’s survival), this understandably rose-coloured 
booklet’s preface and back cover précis state unequivocally: 
 
“The campaign described in this book will occupy a proud place in the story of the British and Imperial 
armies' exploits in this war.  The introductory chapter explains on what grounds - of national honour as 
well as long-term strategy - the decision to support the Greeks was taken, and the remaining chapters 
describe in detail the heroic rear-guard action, first down the length of the Greek peninsula and then 
across the mountains of Crete, in which the campaign for the most part consisted.  The book is a tribute to 
the fighting qualities of the Imperial and Greek armies and their toughness in the face of overwhelming 
difficulties.  It covers all the military operations between the arrival of the Imperial Expeditionary Force in 
February, 1941, and the evacuation from Crete in June, 1941.  It is illustrated by six line maps, two 
showing the general setting of the campaigns in Greece and Crete, and four more which detail the most 
crucial of the actual operations.” 
 
“Here were a people who not only had the right to help but who also deserved help. . . every consideration 
of honour dictated the maximum possible help to Greece.  But it would be misleading to suppose that 
there were not equally strong military reasons for the adventure.  As Mr. Churchill stated in his review of 
the campaign, the military authorities considered that there was a line which, given certain circumstances, 
could be successfully defended.  The Greek campaign was not undertaken as a hopeless or suicidal 
operation.  It turned out to be a rear-guard action only, though even so it was not without a salutary 
influence on the enemy's strategy in the Near East. . . . Enemy losses were at least 6,000 killed or 
drowned and 11,000 wounded; and these were all crack troops.  He also used in his attack between 1,400 
and 1,500 aircraft of all types; and used up many of them with their crews.  That was the scale of forces 
diverted from the other campaigns which he was then planning --- notably the assault on Russia." 
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2 From “Greece and Crete 1941” by Christopher Buckley: 
 
“The 7,000 left behind at Kalamata after the previous night’s evacuation were joined in the course of 
Sunday (27th) by 300 men of the 4th Hussars who had made their way down, by bad mountain roads, from 
their last patrolling position on the southern shore of the Gulf of Corinth.  Brigadier Parrington, as the 
senior officer on the spot, deployed the Hussars as a covering force for defence of the beach-head while 
instructing the remainder to disperse and take cover.  He estimated that he possessed about two days 
rations for the whole force, but, as more than half of the 7,000 men under his command had no arms, and 
the fighting value of many was, in any case, questionable, the actual capacity for resistance of his force 
bore little relation to its size.” 
. . . 
“It was obvious that Kalamata could not be held for long.  Already the Germans were beginning to work 
their way back (after their initial raid and ejection from the harbour area in the evening of the 28th) and 
firing had again broken out in the northern outskirts of the town.” 
. . .  
“Brigadier Parrington reviewed the situation.  Although one German attack had been repulsed there was 
no hope of prolonging the resistance.  His men lacked support weapons and there was a shortage even of 
rifles and small-arms ammunition.  There was no means of reply if enemy artillery should bombard the 
town and harbour.  The wounded were many.  Little food was left.  After a conference with some of his 
senior officers the brigadier determined on surrender and despatched a representative, together with an 
English-speaking German officer prisoner, to inform the enemy that no resistance would be offered after 
5.30 a.m. 
 
And so, on the morning of Tuesday, April 29th, the Germans took Kalamata and some seven thousand 
prisoners.” 
 . . . 
“With this surrender the British campaign on the mainland of Greece came to an end.” 
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3 From “Greek Tragedy ‘41” by Heckstall-Smith and Baillie-Grohman 
 
“Everything did not go well at Kalamata. Ever since the night of 26th/27th April when the evacuation ships 
had sailed with 8,000 troops on board leaving a further 7,000 men behind, the situation had grown 
increasingly more critical. Every hour, more and more stragglers streamed into the area. Not only soldiers, 
but civilians; Yugoslav and Greek women and children. Dusty, hungry and exhausted, they came in lorry-
loads, by car, in bullock carts, and on foot. 
 
No one seemed to know for certain how many there were, least of all Brigadier Parrington at his 
headquarters in an olive grove four miles to the south-east of the town. But during that night it was 
estimated that a further 3,000 troops, including nearly 1,500 Yugoslavs and over 500 Palestinians and 
Cypriot Pioneers, had arrived in the area. 
 
With the dawn of Sunday - 27th April - came the rumour that the S.S. Adolf Hitler Division had taken 
Patras and were speeding south across the Peloponnesus. And this news was quickly followed by a 
heavy bombing attack on the harbour and railway station by large formations of Ju.88s. The first waves 
came over at about 10,000 feet, but when they found that there were virtually no anti-aircraft guns in the 
neighbourhood, they dived to roof-top level to sweep the quays with their gunfire. And as the tempo of the 
bombing increased, it was clear that the Germans were aware that a large number of troops were 
concentrated in the area around the port. 
 
Early in the afternoon, Parrington told Colonel Renton that if the enemy attacked, he could not defend 
Kalamata with the force at his disposal, for although he had plenty of men, they possessed neither rifles, 
guns nor ammunition . . . 
 
 . . . Hour after hour, nearly 7,000 men waited patiently on the quay at Kalamata on that Monday night. It 
is difficult to understand why Parrington insisted on this tragic parade. The previous night, when he had 
been told that the ships would arrive, he had been so sceptical that he had not considered it worthwhile 
mustering these troops. Now, although Clark-Hall's orders from Baillie-Grohman were that the final 
embarkation would take place on the night of 28th/29th April, Parrington appears to have convinced 
himself that a second naval evacuation would take place on 29th April. In fact, he expressed this opinion 
to Group-Captain Lee, who had brought some 600 R.A.F. troops with him from Argos, and had advised 
him to parade the rear party of the R.A.F. on the quay after dark on Monday. 

 
The troops waited until midnight and their disappointment was heavy when no ships appeared, so 
Parrington gave them orders to disperse once more in the foothills to the south of the town . . . 
 
 . . . In the confused fighting that followed the first rush of the German vanguard into the town, during 
which their armoured cars had shot their way through to the harbour, Clark-Hall and his signalman were 
taken prisoners. Thus, when the ships arrived, the only naval officer ashore in Kalamata was neither there 
to receive them nor to inform them of what was happening. 
 
Pridham-Wippell dispatched a considerable force to Kalamata since he knew that the troops could be 
embarked quickly and easily from the quays and the mole. The force was composed of the cruisers 
PERTH and PHEBE, and the destroyers NUHIAN, HERO, DEFENDER, HEREWARD, DECOY and 
HASTY. Later, when he received a signal that there were some 1,500 Yugoslav refugees to be rescued, 
he sent the destroyers KINGSTON, KIMBERLEY and KANDAHAR to augment this force. 
 
The Senior Officer of the force was Captain Sir Philip Bowyer-Smyth, Bt., R.N., in the Australian cruiser 
PERTH. From the time that he left Suda Bay to steer a zigzag course for Greece, Bowyer-Smyth 
appeared to be exercised in his mind with the proximity of Taranto (Italian Naval base) where he believed 
a large and fast force of Italian surface ships still existed. 
 
Whether such a belief was justified after the defeat the Italians had suffered at Matapan (Naval Battle) a 
month before is questionable. But the chance that the enemy might put to sea was a risk that had to be 
accepted by all concerned . . . 
 
 . . . As he neared the head of the Gulf of Kalamata that evening, Bowyer-Smyth saw tracer bullets 
latticing the sky to the north and flashes of gunfire silhouetting the hills behind the port. Reducing speed, 
he sent HERO ahead to gain touch with the shore.  At about 8.45 p.m., when still some three miles from 
the harbour entrance, Commander H. W. Biggs saw a signal lamp flashing, and read the message, 
'Boche in harbour'. 
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Now, this message winked out from the shore by a small lamp may have meant precisely what it said. On 
the other hand, the word 'Boche' could have been 'Bombs', since Lee had reported those bombs in the 
harbour and had advised Parrington's staff to warn the destroyers of their existence.  However, those on 
HERO's bridge read the word as 'Boche'. And since he could clearly see a scrap going on in Kalamata, at 
nine o'clock Biggs signalled the PERTH, 'Harbour occupied by Germans. British troops to south-east of 
town.' Then, he lowered his motor-boat and sent the First Lieutenant ashore to investigate. 
 
PERTH, with PHOEBE and five other destroyers, was still some ten miles away down the gulf. From her 
bridge, Bowyer-Smyth could see the tracer in the night sky to the north and hear the sound of explosions 
in the distance. However, Biggs kept him fully informed as to what was happening. At 9.25 p.m., he 
signalled: 'Troops collecting on beach S.E. All firing ceased in town. Consider evacuation possible from 
beach. Brigadier reporting.' 
 
But neither this nor HERO's first signal reached Pridham-Wippell on board the ORION at Suda Bay 
(Crete) until an hour after its time of origin. When he did receive them, the Vice-Admiral asked Wilson to 
come on board his flagship so as to be in touch with the latest news from Kalamata and to advise him on 
the military aspect of a possible further evacuation the following night. 
 
Having sent his boats into the beach, Biggs again signalled to the Perth at ten-oh-nine: 'Germans appear 
to have no artillery. Am closing you to report position. Troops concentrated near beach. No fighting in 
town now. Request your instructions.' 
 
This signal was on Pridham-Wippell's desk within forty minutes of its dispatch, and he immediately made 
a signal to the Perth, repeated to the Hero, and to the Kandahar which was heading for Kalamata at full 
speed with the Kingston and Kimberley. The Vice-Admiral's signal ran as follows: 'Hero's 2125/28. Use 
your discretion. Make no promises for tomorrow night unless you hear from me. Sail time ordered.' 
 
In the meantime, HERO's boats were at the beach and had started embarking troops. The process was 
slow, for, during the fighting, the troops had become scattered, and only a few had reached the beach. 
Indeed, ashore, there was still a good deal of confusion, and no one knew for certain where the enemy 
was, and, in fact, one of Parrington's staff officers reported to Biggs that there were probably a small 
number of Germans still in the town. 
 
At about ten-thirty, since he was without any instructions, Biggs decided to recall his boats and go in 
search of the PERTH. However, by the time his Number One returned on board, he had received Pridham 
-Wippell's signal. He then signalled to Bowyer-Smyth, repeating the message to V.A.L.F., that the troops 
were concentrating on the beach and that he proposed to pick up as many as he could before 2 a.m. 
 
But before this signal reached him, Bowyer-Smyth had taken the decision to abandon the whole 
operation. At ten-thirty-one he signalled to Pridham-Wippell that Kalamata was occupied by the Germans 
and that he was steering 175 degrees at 29 knots with his entire force in company except for the HERO. 
 
When this tragically premature signal reached the Vice-Admiral at eleven-fifteen, Wilson advised him that 
most of the troops would probably be forced to surrender the next morning. Wilson then asked that two or 
three destroyers only should be sent on the night of 29th/30th April to embark any small parties of troops 
as might have moved down the rocky coast towards Cape Matapan. 

 
Ironically, it was only fifteen minutes after this signal had reached Pridham-Wippell, that Renton met 
Parrington on the beach and told him that the harbour had been cleared of the enemy since eleven 
o'clock. Renton also reported the capture of . . .  two German guns and 150 prisoners, and added that our 
troops were mopping up the enemy on the outskirts of the town. 
 
On hearing this news, Parrington ordered Renton to withdraw his men to the beach to await embarkation 
by boats. Units, he said, were to embark in their correct serial numbers! Having issued these instructions, 
Renton set off to patrol the road out of Kalamata, but, as he saw no sign of the Germans, he withdrew his 
flank guard to a position nearer the beach so that they would not miss their chance to embark. 
 
It was after one o'clock in the morning when Renton reached the beach, and by then HERO had been 
joined by the KANDAHAR, KINGSTON, and KIMBERLEY. The soldiers were drawn up on the beach in 
their units, and their discipline struck him as remarkable. But with only the destroyers' boats working from 
the beach, the evacuation was going very slowly, so that Renton told those who wished to do so, to swim 
for it. By 2 a.m., when the time came for the destroyers to leave, only 332 soldiers had been embarked. 
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At 0315 that morning Parrington called a conference of his senior officers . . . 
  

‘He congratulated us on the spirited action which had recovered the town,' Renton wrote in his 
report. 'He said that the Navy were prepared to return on the night of the 29th, if we could 
guarantee holding the town, but the most they could hope to embark was 600 men. He 
estimated that casualties in holding the town would be considerably in excess of this figure. He 
pointed out that ammunition was limited, that the hospital was full and that no medical supplies 
were available. He concluded by saying that he had already dispatched an envoy to inform the 
German Commander that he would lay down his arms at 0530. He considered that officers 
should remain to hand over their units in an orderly manner and to do what they could for their 
men after surrender. Officers and other ranks who wished to escape were, however, at liberty to 
do so, and should leave before 0530. He advised in a southerly direction.' 
 

Parrington went on to say that the troops who were going to surrender must wait in formed bodies near 
the beach. To this Renton at once pointed out that the beaches would most certainly be bombed at 
daylight. But Parrington insisted that once he had surrendered, there would be no danger of this 
happening. 

 
'I suggested that the bombing would begin about seven-thirty,' Renton reported. 'In my opinion it 
was unlikely that the envoy would find the commander of the German division before 0900. My 
appreciation, based on information received from prisoners, was that this commander was at 
least fifty miles away.' 

 
In fact, Renton's prediction proved correct. And that morning as they stood on the beach waiting to 
surrender, the troops were dive-bombed and some 200 of them were killed or wounded. . . . 
 
 . . . With the surrender of Brigadier Parrington and more than 7,000 troops in Kalamata on the morning of 
Tuesday, 29th April, the British campaign on the mainland of Greece ended. That it ended in disaster for 
so many brave fighting men seems strangely in the tradition of the Classic Greek tragedies. Even more 
so, when it is realized that the final debacle at Kalamata might well have been avoided. 
 
It could have been avoided in the first instance if proper military precautions had been taken to defend not 
only the port but the area surrounding the town, by the simple process of throwing up road blocks and 
placing outposts at strategic points. But a defeatist attitude prevailed amongst those in authority in 
Kalamata so that they appear to have believed that the very Fates were against them. And instead of 
taking steps to find out what was happening, they listened to the wild rumours spread by frightened 
civilian refugees. 
 
Actually, the German force which landed near Patras was small. Yet because of Parrington's attitude 
which, in Wilson's own words 'led to the neglect of the most elementary principles of war', this little force 
was able to take us entirely by surprise. The Germans came charging through the town and down to the 
port before anyone knew what had happened. And in the confusion they took prisoner Clark-Hall and his 
signalman who were both sleeping off the effects of their long, weary journey by road from Athens. The 
Germans could not have made a more fortunate capture. Clark-Hall was not only the liaison officer 
between the ships and the troops but also the one man capable of guiding the destroyers safely into the 
harbour in spite of the bombs which Lee had reported, and which could have been magnetic mines. 
 
In the second instance, the disaster could have been avoided if the cruisers had closed the port as they 
had done before with such success and the five destroyers had come into the harbour and alongside the 
mole one or two at a time. Instead, they remained out at sea and out of touch. 

 
In “Greece and Crete 1941”, published by Her Majesty's Stationery Office in 1952, the late Christopher 
Buckley wrote that the ships were withdrawn because: 'Orders had just been received from the 
Commander-in-Chief for all ships to rejoin the Fleet without delay, as the Italian fleet was reported to be at 
sea.' This statement is entirely unfounded. That night, the Italian fleet was only at sea in the imagination of 
one man: Bowyer-Smyth, the captain of H.M.A.S. PERTH. And yet Bowyer-Smyth must have known that 
Pridham-Wippell (Admiral in charge of Evacuation Fleet) would not have sent the KANDAHAR, 
KINGSTON and KIMBERLEY to help him in the evacuation from Kalamata had there been any genuine 
threat by the Italians. Nevertheless, he abandoned the operation more than five hours before he need 
have done. In those five hours, not all but the majority of the soldiers ashore in Kalamata could have been 
embarked. But unfortunately for those soldiers, Bowyer-Smyth stayed out at sea looking over his shoulder 
into the darkness for the shadowy forms of the Italian ships. 
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Bowyer-Smyth's orders for the operation at Kalamata that night were contained in a terse four-line signal 
from V.A.L.F. - as indeed were all signals at that time - while the PERTH was lying at anchor in Suda Bay. 
But there was no hint of any possibility of the enemy's ships being at sea. However, even if suspecting 
such a possibility and although the decks of some of their ships might have been crowded with troops, 
some commanding officers would have welcomed the chance of engaging the Italians. For Matapan had 
proved that the enemy was in no way trained for night action as our own ships most certainly were. 
 
So, together with Parrington, Bowyer-Smyth must, to some extent, share the blame for the disaster at 
Kalamata. Both these men seemed to lack the tenacity and aggressive determination which are needed at 
a time of crisis to turn dismal failure into success. In the case of Bowyer-Smyth, it is only just to say that 
as Senior Naval Officer Aegean, his ship had been at sea longer than most, and therefore his unfortunate 
decision was probably that of a tired man. 
 
The failure at Kalamata on the night of 28th/29th April was the one black spot on what was otherwise a 
brilliant piece of improvisation carried out with courage and relentless devotion to duty by the officers and 
men of the Royal Navy, the Naval Reserves and of the Merchant Service.” 
 

    
 
 
 
4 From “Axis History Forum” website  
 
At Kalamata Parrington had organised his motley assemblage of troops into four groups ready for 
embarkation that night.  First to embark were to be the wounded and their stretcher-bearers; next 
Pemberton Force, 1,400 men chiefly of the 80th Base Sub-Area; then Harlock Force, now comprising the 
Australians and New Zealanders; then Lister Force - some 2,400 British troops chiefly from depot units, 
100 Indian mule drivers, about 2,000 Palestinian and Cypriot labourers; and lastly perhaps 2,000 other 
labourers, Yugoslavs and Lascars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREEK TRAGEDY ‘41 

 

When the mechanised army of von List, shooing 

aside the Italians, invaded Greece on April 6th 1941, 

British and Imperial troops under Generals ‘Jumbo’ 

Wilson, Blamey and Freyberg were still arriving to save 

their exhausted ally.  ‘It was a gamble’ said Wavell ‘in 

which the dice were loaded against us from the start’ and 

Cunningham, before his ships had completed Operation 

Lustre - the landing - was planning Operation Demon - 

the evacuation. 

 

After the sudden and finally treacherous collapse of 

the Greek Army under General Papagos, Baillie-

Grohman was flown in to Athens to organise the rescue 

of the remnants of the 58,000 Imperial troops dive-

bombed and sleepless after a ruinous campaign of six 

weeks’ duration. 

 

The odds against the Navy were high. Piraeus was 

destroyed by the Luftwaffe which had also wiped out on 

the ground the last Hurricanes, the rescue ships were six 

hundred miles from base and the embarkation could only 

be affected in the brief hours of darkness. 

 

The whole chaotic and heroic story is told by 

Baillie-Grohman who was in command of Operation 

Demon and by Heckstall-Smith who was in command of 

A5 Lighter, a prototype tank landing craft which was 

sunk from under him off the shores of the Peloponnese 
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5 From Nikos Zervis’s “Kalamata, Occupation – Resistance – Liberation (1941-1945)”: 
 including Brigadier Parrington’s own account 
 
Pages 44 & 45 of Zervis’s book show Parrington’s personal ‘reasons in writing’ (reproduced below) 
recorded in his own hand in his personal diary written later in captivity.  I have transcribed them below.  
They sealed the fates of thousands of men, and their families at home, including mine.   
 

   
 

Brigadier Parrington’s own account of the surrender at Kalamata 
 
It reads:  “ . . . would effectively prevent any further attempts at embarkation.  In these circumstances it 
seemed to me that no useful military purpose could be served by offering further resistance.  I therefore 
called a conference of Senior Officers & put the position before them.  No-one had any alternative 
suggestions to make. 
 
I therefore said that I proposed to inform the enemy that no further resistance would be offered after 05:30 
hrs.  That in view of the number of troops involved I proposed to remain myself but that provided sufficient 
numbers of Officers remained to look after their men any Officer or man was free to make his own escape 
if he could, and that present positions would be maintained till 05:30 hrs to allow this to be done.  
 
Among the prisoners was a German Officer who spoke English & had been at school with Lt Kennard, 
4H(ussars).  It was therefore arranged that he should take Lt Kennard to his H.Q. with my message.  
Orders were issued for arms & ammunition to be destroyed or thrown into the sea.  I then went back along 
the beach road to BOAT CORNER where I heard that the last destroyer had left and that they had only 
been able to take a portion of the wounded.  The remainder were sent back to the Town Hall and hospital.  
I then got in my car and went to a house on the ‘motor road’ where I had arranged to secure the reply 
from the Germans.  This arrived about 06:30.  They said they had laid on ‘Stuka’ support at 07:30, they 
had sent a message cancelling it, but that it might be too late.  They would however peg out swastika 
flags along the beach where the troops were in occupation.  This they proceeded to do.  I was informed 
that the Div. Cmdr. would be at the Rex hotel at 09:00 hrs & that I should meet him there.  This I did and 
was received with courtesy.  I asked for medical assistance for the wounded & was told that they had 
plenty of medical stores and they would be sent to the hospital and Town hall at once.  . . .” 
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The morning of surrender, prisoners in the Greek 9th Infantry Barracks, 
29th April, 1941, propaganda photograph for the German War Archives 

(Niko Zervis’s Page 73) 

 

 
 

Parrington’s own annotated “Sketch map from memory” of Kalamata harbour, beaches, 
collecting points, dispersal areas and HQ locations 

 
 
 
 
 

This man is 
almost 
certainly my 
father, L/Cpl 
Norman Scott, 
CMP 
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Parrington accepted and shared the same fate as (most of) his me 
(with his blessing several hundred took to the mountains or stole boats to evade capture) 
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6 Various Opinions from the Ranks on the Campaign, Evacuation, Surrender and Captivity 
 
i) “We were lined up, photographed, fingerprinted and allocated a prisoner of war number; My . . . 
number was 5266. All this was very humiliating at the time, I felt like a criminal rather than a Soldier who 
had done his duty but been let down by his superiors who left him on the beach”. . . . . Allan Slocombe 
 
ii) “Unlike the Mandarins of Whitehall, we who lived through the campaign in Greece in the Spring of 
the year 1941 do not forget that event.  The unfortunate twelve thousand left behind after the main body of 
troops had been evacuated from the port of Kalamata in the south were to spend the next four years in 
prison camps, the majority in Stalag 18A, or in working camps within its orbit.  Survival was the name of 
the game.” . . . Ken Willmott 
 
iii) “10,000 men were left on the beaches to become P.O.W.” 
 
Referring to many Officers - “With the Germans hot on their heels their feet were cold”. 
 
“So we had almost every handicap you can imagine.  Loss of leadership perhaps being the worst.”   
 
Possible cause for resentment against desertion by Officer elite – “At Dunkirk there were present 
Newspaper reporters, Pathe News etc. and the truth could not be hidden from the British public; when did 
you last see a reference in a publication to Kalamata?” . . . Edwin Horlington 

iv) “The Greek government is looking to its friends for help and we cannot let them down.  The 
decision to send troops has a political background, made against advice from military quarters, the 
wisdom of which will be debated by future historians.” . . . Ken Willmott 
 
v) “I will attempt to relate how my character slowly but surely altered from being an easy going, 
happy carefree youth, to becoming a non-trusting, aggressive person.  Hate built up inside me for I hated 
being subdued, I hated being treated below my status, I hated being under threat, I despised anyone with 
a rifle, I wanted to smash each and every one of them who came between me and my freedom.  I decided 
that I would learn enough German to show my feelings.  Frustration is a terrible thing and the only 
consolation I had was that I was not alone in my dilemma for so many were beginning to show their anger 
at this forced repression.” . .  .Frank Gill 
 
vi) “Some historians regard the German campaign in Greece as decisive in determining the course of 
World War II, maintaining that it fatally delayed the Axis invasion of the Soviet Union.  Others hold that the 
campaign had no influence on the launching of Operation Barbarossa, and characterize British 
intervention in Greece as a hopeless undertaking, a "political and sentimental decision" or even a "a 
definite strategic blunder.”  . . .”Battle of Greece”, Wikipeadia 

vii) “The British fully realized that their prestige would suffer a crushing blow, if the expeditionary force 
had to be evacuated in another Dunkirk, but even this possibility seemed preferable to leaving Greece to 
its fate. In a report Mr. Eden and his military advisers sent to London at the beginning of March (1941), 
they summed up the situation by stating that there was a "reasonable fighting chance" and, with a certain 
amount of luck, a good opportunity "of perhaps seriously upsetting the German plans." Even so, there can 
be no doubt that political factors overshadowed military considerations in the British decision to send an 
expeditionary force to Greece.” . . . “The German Campaign in Greece” 

viii) “. . . the ill-advised and ill-prepared involvement of British, Australian and New Zealand Armed 
Forces in the defence of Greece in April of 1941.  It was a political rather than a military decision to send 
troops from Egypt to aid the Greeks in the defence of their homeland against the Italians in Albania, and 
the Germans in Bulgaria.” . . . . Ian Brown’s “Prisoner of War” website 
 
ix) “All our new lorries which we had collected from Ismailia were to be exchanged for a similar 
number returned from the desert, so where ever we were going old lorries would be good enough .“ . . . 
Sam Brearley 
 
x) “The Greek campaign was a disaster.  In addition to the vast quantities of stores and vehicles that 
were lost, hundreds of men (British, Australian and New Zealand) were killed, over a thousand wounded 
and thousands taken prisoners of war.” . . . Anon 
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xi) Archivist’s Note: this is the crucial overview - it puts all the personal accounts into perspective 
(and into the shade), though no-one in the world - on either side of the conflict - could possibly have 
suspected or foreseen the ultimate consequences at the time.  These are the words of Jock Watt, Greek 
Campaign Brotherhood Veteran and author of “A Tankie’s Travels”: 
 
a) Our (the British Government’s) first links with the Greek Campaign were forged in April 1939 
when Great Britain guaranteed the independence of Greece but, though much was said, little or nothing 
was done.  It was the failure of Italy and Albania to occupy Greece that boosted the morale of unoccupied 
Balkan States and prompted Hitler to take over the campaign.  (Note - Hitler was furious that Mussolini 
had invaded Greece without consulting him - even more so when the Italians were ejected and Hitler had 
to divert the poised Eastern Front troops to rescue them!)  He assembled six divisions in Rumania, 
originally earmarked for the invasion of Russia, and invaded Bulgaria.  This movement compelled the 
British Government to honour their commitment to Greece and, on Feb 24th 1941, the cabinet agreed to 
send a military force. . . . 
 
b)  . . . Later, the considered judgement by the German High Command was that, because of their 
involvement in the Greek Campaign, they lost the war.  It delayed the programmed invasion of Russia by 
six weeks, forcing  the German Army to battle for supremacy during the bitter winter months.  (In other 
words, Hitler’s prime Fascist ally Mussolini had directly played a great part in Hitler’s downfall - Spike 
Milligan would have loved the irony in that!) 
 
 
 
 
 


