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GREEK CAMPAIGN 

 
Gunner Joseph Ryder, 2nd HAA Regiment, Royal Artillery 

 
2nd HAA Regiment disembarked at Piraeus docks on 18/19th March 1941.  Thereafter, any records specific to 
the actions of the Regiment, let alone 16 Battery, seem impossible to find.  No doubt they exist (or did exist) in 
a contemporary Regimental War Diary, but its whereabouts have not been located.  The few references that 
have been found are ‘also ran’ inclusions or implications in broader histories. It is reasonable to assume that, 
as the only specialist heavy anti-aircraft Regiment supporting the Campaign in Greece, that its limited 
resources were allocated with careful forethought to the most valuable/vulnerable military targets.  It is 
assumed that these would have included the relatively few but geographically disparate operational airfields 
and ports of significant tactical importance to the Allied battle plan. 
 
Another target of considerable but short-lived military value (though only due to a desperate withdrawal from 
the abandoned mainland battlefields) was the sole road-and-rail bridge over the Corinth Canal into the Greek 
Peloponnesus.  Whilst researching the activities of the New Zealand Divisional Cavalry, it was observed that 
by 26th April 1941 (the day of the German airborne assault) the bridge was being defended by none other than 
16 Bty HAA (or at least half of it). 

 

 
(From NZETC) 
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You can’t get much more authentic on-the-spot evidence than these aerial photographs – taken at 
06:59 on the morning of the assault (the bridge still intact).  Unfortunately, despite claiming to show 
‘anti-aircraft guns’, there are no ‘Item 8’s on this particular frame.  On the deployment map (above) 
they are shown loosely grouped directly to the south-east of the bridge.  It is tempting to think that 
‘Item 4’ might possibly include the Matador gun tractors parked up after deploying their weapons. 

However – note highlighted ‘Item 7’ and see my caption below. 
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Photo taken at 07:01 (bridge just been demolished - smoke drifting to north-west).  And one ‘Item 8 
anti-aircraft gun’ now shown.  However, the highlighted ‘Item 8’ was identified as ‘Item 7 machine gun 

nest’ in the previous view (it is, after all, a suspiciously small circular trench cutting – maybe it is a 
machine gun post, or possibly a Bofors Light AA gun).  Furthermore, the map quotes ‘4 guns’ (i.e. one 

Troop of the two making up 16 Bty – see Regimental organisational diagram below). 
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Slightly later (smoke now dispersed from entirely collapsed bridge.  4 AA guns clearly visible. 
Possibly Joseph had been manning one of these very guns only a short while before this 

photograph was taken.. 
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From “British Artillery Organisation 1939-45” website: 

 

 
 

4 guns per Troop, 8 guns per Battery 

 

     
 

British 3.7 inch HAA gun & tractor    This one abandoned somewhere in Greece – 
  presumably by 2nd HAA Regiment 

 

From the New Zealand Electronic Text Collection: 

CHAPTER 19 
The Corinth Canal  

Preparations for Defence 

To defend the Corinth Canal area, and more particularly the bridge, a miscellaneous collection of units had 
been assembled, haphazardly and with no unity of command. In the earlier stages of the campaign eight 3·7-
inch anti-aircraft guns, eight 3-inch and sixteen Bofors guns had moved into position. Some of the last named 
were in the immediate vicinity of the canal; others were to the south along the road to Argos. 
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(Up to the point of the assault on the Corinth Canal on 26 April . . .) the Luftwaffe had hitherto been content to 
bomb Argos and Corinth and strafe the highway between them, but about seven o'clock that morning the 
canal area was heavily and systematically dive-bombed and machine-gunned. The anti-aircraft gunners were 
magnificent, but before long many of them were wounded and all their guns wrecked. Then about 7.25 a.m. 
the Ju52s came over, flying low in groups of three to drop the many-coloured parachutes supporting the 
troopers and their supplies. At the same time gliders crash-landed near the bridge, the men from one near its 
south end rushing on to clear the demolitions. They were cutting the fuses when the charges exploded, killing 
them all and so wrecking the bridge that it dropped neatly into the canal. 

The reason for the explosion is still a mystery. Sapper Eastgate at the north end and Sapper Mumford on the 
open south bank, picketing the approaches to the bridge, had been surrounded and were unable to do 
anything. There was no anti-aircraft fire by that time and there was no artillery in the area, so it is hardly likely 
that a charge was hit by shell splinters. 

But there are other possibilities. Two British officers—Lieutenant J. T. Tyson, Royal Engineers, who had 
assisted the New Zealand engineers to prepare the charges, and Captain J. P. Phillips of the Devonshire  
Regiment had spent the night south of the bridge, and when the Germans landed Tyson had suggested 
attempting to light the fuse. But it was ‘not more than fifteen feet from the plane which had landed.’ They had 
therefore crawled to a shelter bank from which Phillips had fired at the charges strapped to the bridge. After 
his second shot the explosion occurred. They then slipped away to the south-east, joining men from the anti-
aircraft batteries and eventually crossing the hills to the Navplion embarkation area. 
 
 
Later . . . the first stragglers came through from Corinth . . . In the Argos area Brigadier Lee was put in charge 
of one and a half companies of 2/6 Australian Battalion, the troops from 2 Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery, 
remnants of 3 Royal Tank Regiment who had been Force Headquarters guard, two ‘Bofors A Tk guns’ and 
about two platoons of stragglers. 
 
Capture 
 
From the notes in his father’s diary, Joseph’s son tells us that “after the Corinth action he then retreated to the 
hills, avoiding the parachute troops.  Greek friends then guided them 50 miles to Nauplion.  He then mentions 
traveling five miles away to another beach, but no boats came, so eventually he had to surrender, and was 
put in a camp at Argos before going to a camp in Corinth”. 
 
There are numerous references in the NZETC to other Units being directed and/or guided across the 
mountains towards Argos and the intended evacuation ports and beaches at or near Navplion in the hope of 
rescue. 
 
“Travelling five miles away to another beach”, from Navplion, could have meant to Tolon to the south-east 
(another officially-designated embarkation point) or north-west round the bay back to Nea Kios, the port of 
Argos.  Either way no further ships came to the Navplion/Argos area after the night of 26th/27th April.  Joseph 
was officially taken prisoner at or near Nauplion on 28th April 1941 and was subsequently “held as a POW in 
Argos in a dark warehouse cellar with no sanitation or windows”.  From there he would have been transferred 
to the holding camp Dulag 185 at Corinth and thence to Salonika en route for Stalag in Austria. 
 
 
 

 


