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GREEK CAMPAIGN 

 
Private Joseph Wishart, 2/6 Battalion, AIF 

 
From Wikipedia (ref 2/6 Battalion): 

“In early April 1941, the 6th Division (Australian Imperial Force) was dispatched to Greece, where they fought 
a very brief campaign (a mere 3 weeks) following the German invasion of that country on the 6th of the month.  
Overwhelmed, the Allied forces were forced back over the course of several weeks during which the 2/6th 
took part in several desperate rear-guard actions and withdrawals during which the battalion lost 28 men killed 
and 43 wounded.  

Finally, they were evacuated by sea at the end of the month, but amidst the confusion a large number of the 
battalion's personnel (217 personnel from all ranks) were captured*.  Others were landed on Crete, instead of 
Alexandria in Egypt, after the ship on which they were sailing, the Costa Rica, was sunk.” 

 

From Sale RSL & Community Club website: 

27 April 1941 - Costa Rica sunk. 
 
“During the afternoon of 27 April 1941, Royal Navy destroyers saved the entire contingent of over two and a 
half thousand troops including the men of the (2/6th and) 2/7th, who had been on board the Costa Rica, when 
German aircraft crippled the ship. The rescued were landed on Crete.” 

 

      

 
        Allied troops gratefully relax aboard MV         Fighting off the Stukas with Bren guns 
          Costa Rica shortly before her sinking       and rifles during the attack 
 

 
 

MV Costa Rica under attack from Ju 87 Stuka dive-bombers 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Greece
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“On Crete, 13 officers and 202 other ranks from the 2/6th were organised into a 17th Brigade composite 
battalion along with men from the brigade's other battalions less the 2/7th. They subsequently fought 
unsuccessfully to repulse the German invasion that came in May, after which many more became prisoners of 
war. Joe was taken prisoner at Sphakia, the designated evacuation beach on the south coast, probably after 
the last ship had sailed - without most of the remaining 2/6th – on the night of 31st May 1941. 

The battalion's losses in Greece and Crete were heavy, totalling 30 dead, 54 wounded and 353 captured. As 
a result, the 2/6th had to be re-formed in Palestine and brought back up to strength with reinforcements before 
it was dispatched Syria in December 1941, to join the Allied garrison that had been established there as 
occupation force at the conclusion of the Syria–Lebanon campaign against the Vichy French. In early 1942, 
the Australian government decided to bring the 6th Division back to Australia to help bolster its defences 
following Japan's entry into the war. Consequently, in March the battalion embarked from Suez on the 
transport HMT Otranto, bound for Australia”. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria%E2%80%93Lebanon_campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vichy_France

