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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Bombardier ‘Jack’ Swinnerton, 106th Regt RHA (Lancashire Hussars) 
 

 
From the 106th RHA Forum website: 
 
“The first moves took place in November 1940 in the establishment of a base at Piraeus, the port of 
Athens.  By early 1941, the base and supply organisation at Piraeus was functioning.  HQ 2nd HAA 
Regiment arrived to take command of AA units in February and to the three original batteries (20th/2nd 
HAA, 154th/52nd & 122nd/13th LAA) were added two more; 16th/2nd HAA and 155th/52nd LAA together 
with 106th LAA Regiment, which had been hastily converted from another role, and given 36 X 20mm 
Breda guns.” 
 

 
1941 - Greece 
 

    
 
        Athens, Jack centre with local friends                   Athens University – Jack centre with 

     Palace Guard friend 
 
 
From the Lancashire Hussars Regimental History: 
 
“Upon disembarking at Piraeus, the regiment deployed to Glyfada for 2 weeks training.  Thereafter, the 
regiment was sent to defend the airstrip at Larissa.” 

 
From the 106th RHA Forum: 

 
“106th LAA were deployed in the southern area during the retreat and evacuation, one troop of the 106th 
remaining as rear-guard around Larissa.  It was decided that the entire 'W' force were to be evacuated 
together and the port chosen was right at the foot of the Peloponnese at Kalamata.  The depleted guns of 
the 106th were still covering the withdrawal.” 
 
From “Greece and Crete 1941” by Christopher Buckley: 
 
“During the night (of 24/25th April) the 4th New Zealand Brigade with the 2/3rd Australian Field Regiment, 
the 106th Light A.A. Battery, an Australian anti-tank battery, and some machine gunners and sappers, 
occupied a covering position at Kriekouki on the Thebes road.” 
 
From the Lancashire Hussars Regimental History: 
 
“The German advance forced the British to retreat to the town of Nauplion, where the 106th were the only 
AA defence.  After destroying their Breda guns, the regiment was evacuated to Crete on board HMS 
Calcutta.   Most of the regiment ended the campaign in the defence of Suda Bay in the Battle of Crete, 
becoming prisoners of war in the process.” 
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HMS Calcutta 
 
Archivist’s Note:  Not all members of the 106th shared the same fate.  Jack Swinnerton obviously didn’t 
make it onto HMS Calcutta, or any other rescue vessel at Navplion.  He probably thought at the time that 
he had drawn the short straw – but things could have been a lot worse, as we shall see.  No doubt the 
Regiment had got split up into some dis-array during the long withdrawal from Larissa under constant 
aerial attack from the Luftwaffe.  Gunner Douglas Arthur was one of those members of the 106th to be 
evacuated to Crete, only to be taken prisoner on that island.  Lieutenant Frank Moss was not so lucky – 
he was initially taken off at Navplion on the Dutch troopship SS Slamat on the night of 26th/27th April.  For 
him too the war was over, but in a much more drastic way. 
 
From HMSO 'The Campaign in Greece and Crete', published in 1942: 

 
‘On April 26th HMS Calcutta returned to Greece.  "I took three merchantmen with me," said the Captain, 
and made for Navplion. The rest of the ships in my convoy, with escorting destroyers, went to Raftis and 
another fishing port Rafina.  At four that afternoon, after we had separated, we had a sharp attack from 
eighteen JU 87's and 88's attacking in two waves of nine machines.  They hit one of my transports in the 
engine room, disabling her, while a second vessel was hit by a small bomb but not badly damaged.  When 
it was over I ordered the destroyer Griffin to stand by the damaged transport, which was towed into port. 
With the other two I arrived at Navplion about 10 o'clock.  I took 960 men aboard while the destroyers 
Hotspur and Isis took 500 and 400.  So far the weather had been perfect, but that night the wind got up 
with a choppy sea which made boat work more difficult.  The cruisers Orion and Perth, with the destroyer 
Stuart appeared before midnight and embarked men from Tolon.  These ships took on about 2,500 men. 
Further west the cruiser Phoebe, at the head of another group was evacuating men from Kalamata.  I was 
anxious to be going, as the Germans had occupied the aerodrome at Argos a few miles north of Navplion. 
 
At seven o'clock in the morning, April 27th, bombers came over and did not leave us until 10 a.m.  We 
were shooting so accurately that again and again we put them off.  About 7.15 one transport was hit and 
began sinking (SS Slamat).  I ordered HMS Diamond alongside to take off troops, and about 9 a.m. three 
more destroyers, the Wryneck, Vampire and Voyager, joined us in the battle with the dive-bombers, so I 
detached the Wryneck to help with the rescue work.  In that three hours the Calcutta fired about 1,200 
rounds of 4" shells and many thousand rounds of pom-pom and machine-gun ammunition.  The Coventry 
came out to relive me, enabling me to disembark them and return to the convoy in the afternoon.  One 
more transport was sunk, but we got all the survivors safely ashore.  Then with fourteen vessels we set 
out and arrived without further incident yesterday. 
 
Altogether on the night of April 26th-27th, 16,000 men of the Imperial forces were withdrawn from Greece. 
Over 8,000 of these were taken off from the Kalamata area.  The destroyers Diamond and Wryneck 
which, as stated by the Captain of the Calcutta, had taken off survivors from the burning transport, were 
themselves hit by bombs and both were sunk. 
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HMS Diamond had about 600 men from the transport on-board and the Wryneck had 100.  The transport 
itself had been sunk with a torpedo from the Diamond. Some fifty survivors from the Diamond and 
Wryneck were picked up*.  The survivors from these destroyers were repeatedly attacked by machine-gun 
fire from German aircraft while they were in the water.” 
 

 
 

HMS Diamond comes to the aid of SS Slamat 
 
Archivist’s Note:  So Jack Swinnerton;s fate could so easily have been very different.  Frank Moss was 
rescued from the Slamat only to go down with HMS Diamond shortly afterwards.  *George Dexter RASC 
was a very lucky man that day.  He too was rescued from the Slamat by HMS Wryneck.  When she was 
then bombed and sunk he survived a second time.  Just one of fifty soldiers, sailors and airmen from the 
three vessels.  Figures for the death toll seem to vary, but it must have been somewhere between 800 
and 1000,  George survives to this day (probably the only one) and has presented the Brotherhood with a 
magnificent memorial stone to all those who died in this disaster, now a permanent fixture in the Greek 
Grove at the National Memorial Arboretum. 
 

                             
 

      Frank Moss   Slamat, Diamond & Wryneck     George Dexter 
        was lost       Memorial         was saved 
 
Final word from Geoff Swinnerton: “Dad’s Regiment was 550 strong, all ranks, when it left for the desert.  
After going to Greece and Crete about 150 were taken prisoner and about 50 escaped to Egypt.  Sadly a 
troop transport ship plus two destroyers were sunk leaving Greece with all the rest of the Regiment lost, 
and many killed in the retreat across Greece.”  There but for the grace of God . . . 
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“Italian Gun” 
Captured Libya 1940 

Abandoned Greece 1941 
106th R.H.A. 

Lancashire Hussars 
Shaw Street, Liverpool 


