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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Gunner H Mooney, Royal Artillery, 20th Heavy AA Battery 
 

 
No specific data ref Gunner Mooney.  Indeed, after a quick search, the only reference to 20th Heavy Anti-
Aircraft Battery RA that I can find comes from Christopher Buckley’s “Greece and Crete 1941”. 
 
Referring to the defence of the Suda Bay area: 
 
“A detachment of Layforce 200 strong took up a position during the night of May 26th/27th in the town and 
docks of Suda, with orders to fight a delaying action. . . .” 
 
“. . . From the Akrotiri peninsula the men of the 151st Heavy A.A. Battery crossed Suda Bay in small boats, 
since Suda was already in enemy occupation by the time they had destroyed their guns.  Gunners of the 
20th Heavy A.A. Battery, who had been given defence duties in Suda docks, found it hard to believe that 
evacuation had been ordered and remained at the docks with Laycock’s men. . . .” 
 
“ . . . In the Suda docks area Laycock’s detachment had been engaged with parties of Germans, but 
managed to break contact at nightfall and then retire up the defile at Beritania where it joined another 
detachment of Layforce . . .” 
 
Soon after: 
 
“ . . . The main body of Layforce was now located in the village of Babali Khani, three miles further back 
on the way to Sphakia. . . .”  
 
Escaped or Captured? 
 
We have no words at all from, by or about Gunner H Moody and his exploits (not even his first name!), 
except his unit, rank, initial and address on the membership list of the Brotherhood of Veterans.  There is 
no mention of him becoming a Prisoner of War.  If this was truly the case, then presumably he was 
successfully evacuated from Sphakia with the remaining survivors of the Crete disaster sometime 
between 28th May and 2nd June 1941.  However – see his sequel archive file “4 Post-Greece”. 

 
 


