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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Corporal William T Humphries, 4th Queen’s Own Hussars 
 

Archivist’s Note:  Nothing is yet known of the personal story and activities of Bill Humphries as an 
individual soldier.  The nearest guide is the following Regimental account and the assumption that what 
here refers to the activities of the 4th Hussars also applied generally to Corporal Humphries (to a greater 
or lesser large extent for more or less of the time).  
 

 

 
 

Armoured column advancing through Greece, possibly 4th Hussars 
(from “The War in Pictures” 

 
They would also have had light Scout Cars, like this Daimler photographed in the Western Desert:: 
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War Diary, 4th Queens Own Hussars 
 

 March 1941 

CO: Lt Col EGG Lillingston 

10/3/1941 

1030 - The cruiser arrived at PIREUS in Greece. 1130 – the Regt disembarked and later had 

dinner on the quayside, and was then taken in relays, by lorries, to a marshalling camp at 

GLYFADA, arriving there at 1430 hours. Men allowed out in the evening. 

11/3/1941 
0730 – Ships carrying the Regt’s vehicles arrived at PIREUS. Disembarkation commenced and 

as the vehicles arrived in camp they were sent to a Greek aircraft factory for re-camouflaging. 

12/3/1941 
RSM Taylor with 50 ORs and 2 lorries left camp by road for VERIA. More vehicles arrived in 

camp and were sent for re-camouflaging. A Greek interpreter arrived in camp. 

13/3/1941 

The CO and Adjt, Major CA Peel, with the interpreter left by road for VERIA. RHQ Tanks and 

Scout cars left camp for loading on to train, under command of Lt RE Henshaw. Major 

Cowdell was placed in command of an MT column consisting of 44 Officers, 1530 ORs, 373 

lorries and 106 MCs, which is to proceed to VERIA, leaving camp tomorrow. Rain again fell 

this evening making conditions cold, wet and miserable. 

14/3/1941 

0630 – Regtl wheeled vehicles left GLYFADA, at the head of the column referred to above, 

and proceeded to ATALANTI via ATHENS, ELEPEIO, MANDRA, THIVIE and LEVADIA, 

distance 128 miles. Snow and wintry conditions were encountered during the journey. All 

personnel spent the night in a school at ATALANTI. The column was diverted after 

LEVADIA via the coast route, owing to the mountain pass South of LAMIA being reported as 

impassable. The remainder of the Regt’s Tanks were loaded onto 2 trains during the morning. 

These trains with 11 Officers and 84 ORs, under command Major Dollar and Major Clements, 

left ATHENS for VERIA. 1600 – The train with RHQ Tanks and Scout cars, under Lt 

Henshaw, arrived at SKYDRA station. 1630 – The CO and Adjt arrived at VERIA and met Lt 

Henshaw’s party and fixed them up in a field for the night. Lt Ransom was left at GLYFADA 

in command of 1st Reinforcements – 4 Officers and 55 ORs. 

15/3/1941 

0830 – Regtl wheeled vehicles left ATALANTI and proceeded to TYRNAVOS via 

LIVANATES, KAMENA, VOURLA, LAMIA, PHARSALA and LARISSA, distance 127 

miles. Great improvement in the weather but still hard frost at night. 1630 – The Tank train 

arrived VERIA and were sent on by the CO to SKYDRA station. 1700 – First train arrived 

SKYDRA . Tanks were immediately unloaded. 1830 – Second train arrived SKYDRA but 

Tanks were not unloaded. Personnel bivouacked in the station yard for the night. The CO and 

Adjt, assisted by the Bde Greek Liaison Officer, found an area for the Regt in and around the 

barracks North of YANNITSA. 

16/3/1941 

0700 – Second Tank train unloaded and the Regt moved into Greek barracks at YANNITSA. 

0900 – Regtl wheeled vehicles left TYRNAVOS and proceeded to KOZANI via DOMENIKO 

and SERVIA, distance 76 miles. Very hard frost. 

17/3/1941 

Regtl wheeled vehicles left harbour and proceeded to YANNITSA via VERIA, distance 83 

miles. All vehicles of the Regt which had originally left TAHAG camp, Egypt, arrived safely. 

Officers on the march with the wheeled vehicles were:-Major HG Cowdell, Lt AE White, Lt 

WH Heaps, 2Lt EB Newton, 2Lt CM Curwen, Capt (Rev) PSW Howard, Lt Romero. 

18/3/1941 

The LAD arrived during the afternoon. The CO and Sqn Ldrs out on recce. Personnel spent the 

day on maintenance, digging slit-trenches and gun pits. C Coy of the 1st Rangers, KRRC, with 

Bren carriers, arrived in the barracks with the Regt. 

21/3/1941 
C Sqn under the command of Major D Harrison moved out of barracks at YANNITSA to 

AXIOPOULIS. An air raid alarm was sounded during the day – enemy recce plane overhead. 

22/3/1941 The CO went on a recce and travelled as far as the YUGOSLAV border. 

24/3/1941 Another air raid alarm sounded today – enemy recce plane. 

25/3/1941 

4Tp of B Sqn under command Capt J de Moraville moved out of barracks to VERRIA.The 

Colonel, Major Dollar and the Adjt attended local Greek church this morning. Greek 

celebrations of their independence. 

 

26/3/1941 

Regtl HQ and Fighting Tp moved out from barracks at YANNITSA to Water Works at NEA 

KHALKEDON. A Sqn under command of Capt RSG Smith also moved to the area of NEA 

KHALKEDON. 
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28/3/1941 C Sqn moved from AXIOPOULIS to ATHYRAS. 

29/3/1941 The Colonel out all day with the Brigadier on recce in the vicinity of the STRUMA Valley. 

31/3/1941 

General Remarks. Since arriving in the YANNITSA area, maintenance of vehicles was carried 

out daily under Sqn arrangements. Gun positions and slit-trenches were dug. Apart from one 

cold and bleak day the weather has been extremely warm and pleasant. Everyone found the 

Greek population very friendly and obliging. Recces were carried out over a wide area by the 

CO and Sqn Ldrs. The CO covered 2017 miles between the 16th and 31st of March. 

 April 1941 

1-5/4/1941 Further recce work and liaison with Greek troops. 

6/4/1941 

0530 – German attack launched on BELES Mountains. B2 Echelon ordered to 

AMYTHAION. Major Harrison left at AXIOPOULIS with 4 ORs and were joined by 3 Scout 

cars from Bde HQ and one Tp of Greek Cavalry. Capt Eve took command of C Sqn. 

8/4/1941 

0030 – Information received that Germans threatening AXIOPOULIS. Railway bridge 

AXIOPOULIS blown at approx 1300 hours.  

1600 – B1 Echelon ordered area SYDRA.  

1700 – Regt ordered to KOZANI. B1 proceeded via EDESSA. Remainder via VERIA. One 

Tank of B Sqn destroyed NEA KHALKEDON area. 

9/4/1941 

0900 – B1 Echelon arrived KOZANI.1200 – remainder of Regt arrived KOZANI. Detached 

Tps from A & C Sqns rejoined the Regt. One Tp of A Sqn (Lt Romney) detailed to proceed to 

Bde HQ at PERDIKA. A Sqn detached from Regt and ordered to AMYTHAION bridge where 

came under command of the Bde Comdr. Lt Romney’s Tp completed its role and rejoined A 

sq. The CO and Bde Major recced area PERDIKA and PTOLEMAIS. The weather began to 

break – heavy rain. 

11/4/1941 

Remainder of the Regt, less B2 Echelon, moved to area PERDIKA. Recces by all Sqns for 

lines of withdrawal. Extremely heavy rain. Ground and tracks (other than KOZANI – 

FLORINA road) were in most cases impassable to wheeled vehicles. B2 Echelon moved to 

GREVENA. 

12/4/1941 

Regt, less A Sqn, moved back to high ground behind PTOLEMAIS and harboured. Orders 

issued by CO and battle positions allotted. 1400 – B1 Echelon, less thin skins, ordered to 

GREVENA. Weather cleared up. Extreme frost at night. 

13/4/1941 

At first light Regt moved into battle positions. 1400 – forward elements of enemy Armd Div 

reached PTOLEMAIS. Battle ensued. Regt withdrawn to MAVRODENDRI. Four Tanks lost 

to enemy action, one Tank mechanical breakdown. Orders received to move to GREVENA – 

drove all night. 

14/4/1941 

0700 – Arrived GREVENA and joined up with B1 Echelon. 1200 – Heavily dive-bombed by 

approx 20 Stukas. Machined gunned and bombed intermittently by individual aircraft 

throughout the afternoon. 1400 – B1 Echelon moved to area South of river where they joined 

B2 Echelon. Regt moved to area 5 miles South of GREVENA after dark. 

15/4/1941 

Regt moved at first light in small formations to area South of the river. Continuous dive-

bombing attacks took place along the road but no casualties. Moved very slowly owing to 

great press of Greek vehicles of all descriptions. B Sqn was left North of the river until dark, 

when it moved South, leaving one Tp (Lt Crichton) to guard the bridge. C Sqn given the role 

of protecting right rear flank.Overnight a patrol was sent North of GREVENA but made no 

contact with the enemy. B Echelons harboured KALABAKA area. 

16/4/1941 

Orders to withdraw to KALABAKA, acting as rearguard to Bde. Moved after dark and the CO 

halted the Regt at about midnight after going some 5 miles. Owing to the number of 

abandoned vehicles and the state of the road it was impossible to proceed in the dark, but 

RHQ went forward a further 4 miles and halted to enable Sqns to spread out at first light. B 

Echelons harboured 10 miles West of VOLOS. 

17/4/1941 
Regt proceeded to KALABAKA, arrivng at 1430 hours, when orders were received to proceed 

to ATALANTI area (170 miles) independently. 2000 – Left KALABAKA. 

18/4/1941 

Refuelled at LARISSA and left for PHARSALA at 1100 hours. Road from LARISSA to 

PHARSALA completely blocked by vehicles, resulting in very slow progress. Bombing and 

machine gunning attacks throughout the day.  

1800 – Sqns ordered by the CO to move independently, if necessary, to harbour 5 miles South 
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of PHARSALA Pass.  

2000 – RV South of PHARSALA. 30 Tanks reached PHARSALA. Casualties from 

GREVENA were 3 Tanks lost enemy action, 2 bogged and 3 mechanical defects. CO called a 

conference at PHARSALA and in view of severe enemy air attacks and of the danger of being 

caught in mountain passes in daylight, it was decided to move to LAMIA by night. 

19/4/1941 

Regt arrived North of LAMIA. Refuelled at first light. Withdrew behind THEMOPOLAE 

Line and halted for maintenance 12 miles North of ATALANTI. Tank casualties the previous 

night on mountain passes were 17, all steering troubles. CO reported personally to the 

Brigadier and was ordered to on the morrow to area THEBES – KHALKIS. 

20/4/1941 

Sent LO to GLYFADA to collect fitters. Regt moved to THEBES where essential 

maintenance was carried out. Four RASC lorries reported to the Regt North of ATALANTI 

and dismounted Tank crews etc were sent off to ATHENS under Major Clements. Major 

Clements was ordered to wait at THEBES for the Regt and Capt Taylor took command of this 

party, consisting of 2 lorries. The other 2 lorries remained with the Regt. Lt Crichton sent to 

Force HQ as Liaison Officer. 

21/4/1941 

Maintenance carried out and Regt moved after dark to GLYFADA via ATHENS.Three 

patrols, 2Lt Paterson, 2Lt Beachcroft and 2Lt Peacock were sent out. 2Lt Henderson attached 

to Ferrying party in PELEPONESE under 3rd RTR. 

22/4/1941 

0400 – Regt arrived GLYFADA and reorganised. HQ – 3 Tanks and 1 Armd Car and three 

Sqns of four Troops (one Armd Tp of 3 Tanks and 2 Bren carriers and 3 rifle Tps of 1 Officer 

and 25 ORs with varying quantities of light automatics). Role – ordered to take up position 

inclusive CORINTH Canal, inclusive PATRAS. A Sqn to PATRAS. C Sqn East of PATRAS. 

B Sqn East of C Sqn. HQ at CORINTH Bridge with one Tp of C Sqn, Capt Taylor. Moved off 

after dark. 

23/4/1941 

Regt moved into position and recces carried out. One truck of B Sqn bombed – direct hit, 8 

killed and 5 wounded. Approx 80 ORs remained at GLYFADA under command Major 

Cowdell. Took up position on ATHENS Racecourse. 

24/41941 

Force LO sent to ATHENS to attempt to get reinforcements from Force HQ for defence of 

CORINTH. BGS visited CORINTH at 2000 hours and agreed to attach one Coy of 

Australians. Regt ordered by BGS to leave CORINTH area on the 27th and to embark 

KALAMATA on the night 28/29th. 

25/4/1941 

Major Cowdell’s force left ATHENS 0200 hours, arrived ARGOS approx 2200 hours. Orders 

to embark NAUPHLION cancelled and proceeded to KALAMATA. One Coy Australians 

under 4th Hussars took up covering position North of CORINTH Canal. CO sent orders to 

Sqns to rendezvous South of CORINTH on night 26/27th 

26/4/1941 

0700 – Heavy bombing followed by parachute attack on CORINTH Canal. RHQ heavily 

involved and a total loss. A, B & C Sqns under command Major Clements left PATRAS 

approx 1400 hours and proceeded independently to KALAMATA, arriving night 27/28th. No 

further information available. 

27/4/1941 

40 ORs under command Capt Taylor proceeded to MONEMVASIA, arriving morning of the 

28th. Major Cowdell’s party embarked night 27/28th at KALAMATA on various ships. Major 

Cowdell and 16 ORs on “Costa Rica”, which was sunk. Others lost in destroyers. Casualties: - 

numerous but scarcity of information. 

28/4/1941 

4th Hussars party landed in CRETE, consisting of 4 Officers and 70 ORs under Major 

Cowdell. Capt Taylor’s party embarked night of 28th, arriving SUDA BAY approx 0700 

hours on the 29th. 

29/4/1941 
Capt Taylor’s party proceeded to ALEXANDRIA, arriving approx 1800 hours on the 30th. 

Major Cowdell’s party organised into HQ and three Troops. 

30/4/1941 

Capt TI Taylor, Capt J Eden, 2Lt P Chrichton, 2Lt R Beachcroft, 2Lt JG Vaughan, 2Lt EB 

Newton and 85 ORs disembarked ALEXANDRIA. Attached leave and transit camp, SIDI 

BISHR. 

NOTE. As all the Senior Officers of the Regt who took part in the Greek Campaign are now missing or PoW, this 

diary is incomplete and is only intended to act as a guide for the writing of the complete diary at the conclusion of 

the War. 
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28/5/1941 

Battle casualties published showing the following:-  

Killed in Action:- 2Lt AS Nicholls and 12 ORs. 

Wounded:- Lt AE White, 2Lt KC Caldwell and 2 ORs 

Missing, believed drowned:- 14 ORs 

Missing, believed PoW:-Lt Col Lillingston, Major Dollar, Major Clements, Major Peel, Major 

Harrison Capt Smith, Capt Eve, Capt Hamilton, Capt Wijk, Capt Kennard, Lt Dixon, 2Lt Romney, 2Lt 

Pragnell, 2Lt Henshaw, 2Lt Hornby, 2Lt Gilbey, 2Lt Black, 2Lt Henderson, 2Lt Peacock, Capt de 

Moraville, 2Lt Curwen, 2Lt Saturley, 2Lt Southall and 395 ORs. 

 

 

 
George Dexter, RASC, 308 Coy 

 
Archivist’s Note:  George was one of the very few lucky ones from the Slamat/Diamond/Wryneck 
disaster.  Below is a copy of his experiences on that fateful voyage.  At some point now impossible to 
establish, Corporal Humphries died.  This account explains how and why he and several hundred other 
soldiers and sailors died in this attack.  Humphries was last seen alive for sure on SS Slamat by another 
survivor Lance Corporal R Robinson, also of 4th Queen’s Own Hussars.  After the Slamat was attacked, 
Humphries may or may not have been rescued by one of the other vessels before they too were sunk.  He 
may or may not have even made it off Slamat, although family folk-lore has it that he was seen to clinging 
to wreckage in the water at some stage..   

 
From George Dexter’s Archive Folder: 
 
George was one of only 8 soldiers, 41 seamen and 1 Naval Officer to survive the worst sea disaster of 
Operation Demon, the maritime evacuation of the Allied forces involved in the ill-fated 1941 campaign in 
Greece.  The Dutch transport SS Slamat was attacked off Monemvasia after leaving Navplio at 0415 on 
27th April with an estimated 500 troops on board.  As Slamat was sinking (and still under dive-bomb 
attack) the Royal Navy destroyers HMS Diamond and HMS Wryneck went to her assistance.  They 
rescued many of the evacuees and Slamat crew, but were themselves bombed and sunk.  Later HMS 
Griffin picked up the remaining few survivors who had not been rescued by Wryneck’s whaler.  These two 
vessels then successfully returned to Crete. 
 
In George Dexter’s Own Words: 
 
From interviews with the Birmingham Mail, Nov 2013: 

 

George was a soldier serving with the 308 Company of the Royal Army Service Corps and was placed on 

the evacuating Dutch ship SS Slamat.  George, who was 25 at the time, recalls he was asleep on the top 

deck when he was awoken by a huge explosion. He looked out of his sleeping quarters to see carnage with 

the deck strewn in ship debris and bodies. 

He said: “It was a scene of total carnage and devastation. The deck of the ship and the water surrounding 

was covered in debris. I managed to find a rope and abseiled down the ship where I dived into the water. 

“I don’t know if it was bomb shock or just his sense of humour but in the middle of all this death and 

destruction a sailor was clinging to the top of a floating barrel merrily singing ‘roll out the barrel.’ It was 

quite a surreal moment.” 

George then swam out away from the burning, sinking ship and managed to find a small floating boat 

which he climbed into. 

He thought his nightmare had come to an end when he was picked up by the ship HMS Wryneck which 

had come to rescue survivors. 

George, who worked as a mechanic all his life, said: “I was so relieved to be rescued and get back on 

board. I was shown to the mess where there were other soldiers and navy servicemen. I closed my eyes to 

get some sleep.” 
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This is when George heard another terrific explosion for the second time in the night. The HMS Wryneck 

had now been hit. 

“I opened my eyes and saw utter carnage. There were bodies everywhere. I realised I was the only guy in 

the mess moving. The ship started to list heavily to one side and started to sink. I knew I had to get out as 

quickly as possible.” 

George, who is now a widower following the death of his wife Audrey 14 years ago, found himself in the 

water again for a second time. 

He managed to scramble on board another small boat with three other servicemen. 

“I could see the Wryneck steaming away in the distance on fire and sinking and HMS Diamond bobbing 

like a cork in the distance then sinking below the waves. It is a moment ingrained in my memory.” 

The men were eventually picked up by another ship called HMS Orion and taken to Crete. 

(Archivist’s Note: more accurately HMS Griffin to Crete then HMS Orion to Alexandria). 

George went on to serve in Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Palestine, Beirut and Syria – but he never forgot the 

men who perished at sea that day. 

In his later years he even commissioned a memorial at Shard End British Legion Club (presumably the 

engraved brass plaque shown below). 

 

He added: “It has been 72 years but the memories of that day are as clear as they were on that day.  I will 

never forget the men who lost their lives.  I still don’t know how I survived but I am just so grateful I was 

given another chance in life.  Hundreds of other brave men who died that day weren’t so lucky.” 

Relevant items from George’s memorabilia: 

 

Troop Transport SS Slamat 

 

Destroyer HMS Wryneck 
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Destroyer HMS Griffin (took George to Suda Bay, Crete) 

 

Cruiser HMS Orion (took George to Alexandria, Egypt) 

 

 
 

Slamat/Diamond/Wryneck Memorial at the Greek Grove, National Memorial Arboretum,  
presented by George Dexter 
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The Loss of SS Slamat and her Escorts 
 
This section is an extract from “Greek Tragedy ‘41” by Heckstall-Smith and Baillie-Grohman.  It is their 
Chapter titled ‘The Sinking of the Slamat’. 
 
“When dawn broke on Sunday, 27th April, the transports SLAMAT and KHEDIVE ISMAIL with their 
escorts CALCUTTA, ISIS, HOTSPUR and DIAMOND, were steaming down the Gulf of Nauplia 
(Archivist’s note: i.e. southerly away from the port of Nauplia where they had evacuated troops the 
previous night). They were still many miles the wrong side of latitude 37 degrees North (Archivist’s note: 
the furthest range of protection by R.A.F. fighter aircraft based in Crete). Indeed, they were so far north of 
that position that for the first hours of daylight, they continued on their way without sighting the dawn 
patrol of Stukas which was searching for them a good deal further to the south. 
 
It was about seven o'clock when the lookouts on CALCUTTA's bridge sighted enemy planes, and her 
alarm bells sounded ‘Action Stations'. Captain Lees immediately altered course to take station between 
the two transports so as to give them the maximum protection. DIAMOND, ISIS and HOTSPUR increased 
to full speed and dashed ahead to throw up a barrage in front of the Stukas as they came diving in. 
 
Since SLAMAT was the largest ship, she became the attackers first target. Again and again, the Stukas 
went for her. And again and again, the barrage from the escorts threw the bombers off their aim. 
 
CALCUTTA was surrounded by near-misses and lurched and rocked to the repercussion of the bombs 
exploding round her. Lying between the two merchantmen, she was a floating anti-aircraft battery. Her 
duty was to protect her charges at no matter what risk to herself. She was a proud ship with a fine record 
and before the war had been commanded by Cunningham when she was flagship of the West Indies 
Station. And since she had come to the Mediterranean in September 1940, she had taken part in a score 
of battles with the Luftwaffe while protecting convoys to Malta and along the North African coast, so that 
her gunners were experts. 
 
But that morning with the sky filled with weaving Stukas and Me.110s and l09s screaming in from all 
points of the compass, CALCUTTA's gunners, standing up against a hail of machine-gun and cannon fire, 
could not hope to drive off the enemy. 
 
Ten minutes after the attack started, two bombs struck the SLAMAT, one after the other. A great sheet of 
flame shot skywards from forward of her bridge, to be followed seconds later by a pillar of black smoke 
and flying chunks of metal and wood. 
 
With no one left alive on her bridge or in her wheelhouse, the SLAMAT went out of control. Missing the 
CALCUTTA by feet only, she sheered wildly into the wind so that the fires burning on her fore deck, 
rushing aft, enveloped her in flames from stem to stern. The flames burned through the falls of her 
lifeboats so that they crashed into the water. A few boats were lowered, some empty, others filled with 
soldiers. Over her sides, the Australians jumped into the water, many with their clothes alight. The 
SLAMAT was finished.  
 
HOTSPUR was wing ship to port of the convoy, but since DIAMOND had spent so little time in the 
harbour at Nauplia the night before, she was nearly empty, and Lees ordered her back to rescue the 
survivors from SLAMAT. 
 
The main force of bombers now turned their attention to the KHEDIVE ISMAIL, while a few continued to 
go for the SLAMAT, diving down to spray her blazing decks with their cannons and machine-guns. 
 
Then, from out of the west the Ju.88s arrived to take over from the Stukas, and began a low-level attack 
on the KHEDIVE ISMAIL and the CALCUTTA. But although the water around them became a boiling 
cauldron of exploding bombs, the two ships steamed through it unharmed. 
 
It was just after nine o'clock when the last Ju.88 had unloaded its bombs that the crews of the 
CALCUTTA, ISIS and HOTSPUR saw three destroyers closing them at full speed from the south. They 
were WRYNECK, VENDETTA and WATERHEN, veterans of the V and W Class and a part of the Royal 
Australian Navy's Flotilla whose Captain ‘D’ was Waller of the STUART.  And at Pridham-Wippell's orders 
they were to take over screening the convoy so that HOTSPUR and ISIS could hurry on to Suda Bay to 
get rid of the soldiers crowding their decks. 
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As soon as the newcomers were sighted, Lees signalled to Commander R. D. H. Lane in the WRYNECK 
to join DIAMOND in the task of picking up the survivors from the SLAMAT. For nearly an hour before, 
Lieutenant-Commander P. A. Cartwright, DIAMOND's captain, had called for help, reporting that he was 
being heavily dive-bombed and machine-gunned while carrying out his rescue work. 
 
By ten o'clock, when she was joined by WRYNECK, DIAMOND had already more than 500 soldiers and 
seamen on board. But there were still boats and rafts near the burning ship, and in them were about fifty 
soldiers and a few of SLAMAT's crew. These were quickly picked up by WRYNECK. Then, after 
DIAMOND had torpedoed the blazing transport, the two destroyers made off at twenty-five knots to rejoin 
the convoy. 
 
Stoker Petty Officer H. T. Davis, of H.M.S. DIAMOND . . . happened to glance up at the sun and saw a 
plane directly overhead. For a moment, he was uncertain whether it was friendly or not, for he knew that 
the skipper had asked for fighter protection. Besides, this particular plane appeared to him to have the 
same black-and-white wing markings as did our Hurricanes. 
 
The 3-inch gun's crew close by him had spotted the plane too, and from the way they were acting Davis 
reckoned that it must be a Hurricane. Shading his eyes, he looked around the clear blue sky above him 
and saw that several more planes were circling and wheeling overhead like buzzards. All of them had the 
same markings on their wings. Perhaps, he thought, the RAF really was in the right place at the right 
moment - for once! 
 
Then, as he glanced instinctively up at the sun directly above him before going to sleep, he saw the 
Messerschmitt. It seemed to be coming straight for him. As he jumped to his feet and shouted a warning 
to the gun's crew, he saw the little tongues of flame spurting from the plane's wings and heard the 
staccato hammer of its cannons and machine-guns. Then, he threw himself flat on the deck. 
 
The gun's crew never heard the plane, for it came gliding down with its engine switched off. They never 
heard Davis's warning either, for that matter. At least, not in time to act upon it. But Davis heard their cries 
as they fell wounded and dying around their gun. He heard, too, the cries and groans of the soldiers all 
round him as the Messerschmitt's fire raked DIAMOND's crowded decks. But those cries were soon 
muffled by the scream of a diving Ju.88 and the high-pitched whistle of falling bombs. 
 
The first bomb did not hit the DIAMOND. It grazed her port side and burst as it struck the water. The 
explosion shattered her hull just forward of the upper mess deck which was crammed with 'Diggers'. Less 
than two hours ago, Davis had shepherded them below to drink hot cocoa and eat hunks of bread and 
cheese. When the bomb burst, most of them were asleep on the deck or sprawled across the mess 
tables, grateful for the food and thankful to be alive. The jagged chunks of metal from the destroyer's thin 
plating cut through those sleeping men like blunt scythes, killing them and maiming them hideously. 
 
The second bomb went down into the after end of the engine-room, and the explosion brought the after 
mast and funnel crashing to the deck and hurled a score of soldiers overboard. Steam gushed in all 
directions and geysers of scalding water poured down on the wounded men and the sailors fighting to 
launch the Carley floats and rafts over the side. 
 
Through the smoke, steam and the pitch darkness, Davis made his way blindly to the engine-room. 
Helped by one of the stokers left alive, he shut off No.2 and 3 boilers. Then, followed by one or two 
others, he climbed back on deck to find that No. 1 boiler was still trying to steam. Releasing the upper 
deck emergency valves and opening the hatches, he shouted to the men to come up from the boiler room. 
 
DIAMOND was sinking fast by the stern with her bows rearing high out of the water. For a second, as he 
stood poised to jump, Davis heard another plane screaming down at his ship and saw the bombs leaving 
its belly turning over and over, the sun glinting on their fins as they fell. One of those bombs landed on 
Diamond's torpedoes. 
 
WRYNECK was hit within a few seconds of DIAMOND. And like DIAMOND's, WRYNECK's crew were 
fooled by the friendly markings on the wings of the fighter that came gliding down out of the sun to sweep 
her bridge and decks with cannon and machine-gun fire. In fact, they were taken so completely by 
surprise that her 4-inch guns never had a chance to come into action because their crews were all killed 
or wounded in a matter of seconds. 
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But some of her close-range guns opened up even before the Alarm sounded on the bridge. And one of 
them was manned by Leading Seaman Fuller, who after being shot through the belly and thigh, kept on 
firing until the ship sank under him. 
 
When the Alarm sounded, Mr. Waldron, the Warrant Engineer of WRYNECK, was down in his cabin. He 
was in his shirt sleeves for he had just finished putting a wounded Australian officer to bed in his bunk. 
The clatter of the Alarm synchronized with the whistle of the first bomb which exploded close alongside 
causing the ship to list so violently that Waldron was thrown off his feet. And the first bomb was quickly 
followed by a second which burst underwater on the port side abreast of Waldron's cabin. It blew in the 
ship's side and filled the tiny cabin with splinters of flying metal. 
 
Waldron felt them ripping through his shirt and cutting deep into his back. And as he scrambled to his feet, 
he saw that his tattered shirt was soaked with blood. He was trying to stem the bleeding when a stick of 
three bombs struck the WRYNECK in quick succession. The light in the cabin flickered and went out, so 
that he knew that his engine-room had been hit and the dynamos wrecked. 'I'll be back for you,' he 
shouted over his shoulder to the wounded 'Digger' as he picked up his jacket and ran out of the cabin. 
 
There was a similarity to the pattern of the Germans' attack on DIAMOND and WRYNECK, and they 
carried both out with such precision that they appeared to have been perfectly rehearsed. Like DIAMOND, 
WRYNECK had her port side forward blown in by a bomb which reduced the stokers' mess, filled with 
soldiers and ratings, to a shambles of dead and mutilated men. WRYNECK, too, received a direct hit in 
her engine-room which burst her steam pipes and wrecked her dynamos. Both ships were hit by the same 
number of bombs. And both sank within a few minutes of each other. 
 
WRYNECK remained afloat long enough for Waldron, with the help of E. R. A. Gordine, R.N.R., to wrestle 
with the valves and throttles in the engine-room and finally open the emergency safety valves on deck. 
 
Then, weakened to the point of collapse through loss of blood, Waldron even made time to go back to his 
cabin to keep his promise to the Australian. He found him lying helpless in a pool of fuel oil with his legs 
smashed. Putting a lifebelt on him, Waldron half dragged and half carried the soldier to the upper deck 
and laid him gently on a raft. 
 
And then, scarcely conscious of what he was doing, WRYNECK's Engineer Officer made his way aft 
along the port side upper deck which was by then awash. Almost automatically, he made sure that the 
hatches were closed and properly secured. But the deck was slippery with fuel oil and Waldron's arms 
were too weak to hold him to the guard rail so that he slipped over the side. Mercifully, he just cleared the 
propellers thrashing wildly and uselessly at the air as WRYNECK plunged bows first under the sea. 
 
Gordine followed Waldron over the side, and as he jumped he saw a Messerschmitt sweep down to 
machine-gun the men swimming away from the ship. In a quarter of an hour it was all over. DIAMOND 
and WRYNECK had sunk, and the last plane, its ammunition spent, had headed back to its base. 
 
Where the destroyers had gone down a huge patch of dark brown oil spread like a pall over the blue water 
of the Gulf of Nauplia. And in it floated the torn corpses of the dead, wrecked and upturned boats, balks of 
timber, lifebelts, sodden loaves of bread, broken oars, rolled hammocks and shattered pieces of furniture. 
In it swam those who were still alive and those who were soon to die by drowning. Hundreds of men 
coated in oil. Men crying for help, coughing and retching to free their bursting lungs of the bitter crude oil 
that choked them. Men screaming in terror. Men praying to live. Men longing for death to release them 
from the agony of the burning oil seeping into their wounds. Men clutching at chunks of wreckage that 
slipped from their grasp. Men of high courage, who without thought for themselves, fought to save their 
wounded shipmates. 
 
Such a man was Lieutenant-Commander Cartwright. Stoker Petty Officer Davis saw him sitting on a raft 
crowded to its limit with sailors from his ship. As two more ratings grabbed at the lifelines, Cartwright dived 
off the raft and swam quietly away. 
 
There were a number of rafts and Carley floats drifting in that growing patch of oil, and few of them carried 
survivors. On one of them was Commander Lane of the WRYNECK, with two of his R.N.V.R. sub-
lieutenants, Jackson and Griffiths, and his midshipman, Peck. Able Seaman Taylor helped to haul them 
on to the raft. They were all badly wounded and coated in oil. For a little while they clung to the raft. As it 
rolled in the rising sea, they slipped off it, too weak to hold on any longer. 
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Mr. Waldron, after floating in his lifebelt for half an hour, was hauled on to a raft. Later, he was taken into 
WRYNECK's whaler which had been lowered soon after she was first hit. Two Carley floats were taken in 
tow, and the whaler continued on its slow search amongst the debris and the dead for the living. Its crew 
paddled around until both rafts were fully laden and until she had twenty-three men on board, including a 
troop sergeant-major of the Gunners and Leading Seaman Fuller. 
 
That night when darkness fell, Waldron, Fuller and Gordine and forty-nine sailors, together with eight 
soldiers were all who had survived from the three ships. 
 
The Navy and Army had paid dearly for SLAMAT's refusal to sail in accordance with orders.”   (Archivist’s 
Note: She had delayed her departure from Port Nauplion and thus exposed herself and her escorts to air 
attack from the Luftwaffe too far away from the cover the R.A.F. could supply from Crete). 
 
 

SS Slamat’s Captain’s Son’s Story 
 
This exceedingly well-researched blow-by-blow account comes from an internet website of the Dutch KRL 
Museum.  In the spirit of “omit nothing relevant” it is included here, not only to give the Dutch and German 
side of the story - but also to reinforce the horrors of air attack at sea and the never-ending dangers of the 
evacuation of a large force of troops.  Another reason for including this piece is because the author, Frans 
Ludinga, was obviously researching the father he could never ask in person - albeit with a vested interest 
of vindicating his father’s insistence on delaying his departure from Nauplion in order to embark the most 
possible evacuees. 

The sinking of the Slamat, April 27th 1941 during Operation Demon 

On April 15th 1941, the Commanders of the Navy (Admiral Cunningham); the Air Force (Commodore 
Longmore) and the Army (General Wavell) decided that the British Expeditionary Force should retreat 
from Greece. This operation was code-named Demon. Responsible for the operation at sea was Vice 
Admiral Pridham-Wippell (Vice Admiral, Light Forces - VALF) and for the embarkation Rear Admiral 
Baillie-Grohman (Flag Officer Attached Middle East - FOAM). 
 
The first evacuation took place on the night of April 24th to 25th (D1) at Port Raphtis and Navplion. 
At Navplion the Ulster Prince ran aground and blocked the harbour. 
The next night April 25th to 26th evacuation took place at Megara.  
On the night of April 26th to 27th evacuation was planned for Navplion, Tolon, Port Raphtis, Raphina, & 
Kalamata. 
 
Signal 
”From FOAM to VALF, SNO Suda (R), C in C, RAL, GHQME 
T.O.O. 1336/25/4 T.O.R. 2044/25/4 
...............Embarkation points marked by three vertical lights. Ships should arrive off embarkation point at 
22.00 26 April and leave no later than 27 April. 
Positions C and T must each be worked by craft of 1 Glen ship, D by 1 A-lighter, S by boats of destroyers 
and 1 A-lighter and Z by ships alongside.” 
Signal 
”From FOAM to VALF (R), SNO Suda CinC, RAL, GHQME, PSTO Egypt 
T.O.O. 1103/26/4 
Correction to my 1336/25. Present situation requires that position S now be worked by Glen ship and 
landing craft tonight 26th-27th. One A-lighter will be on position T. 
Possible caique may assist at S. RAL pos to GHQME and also my 1010” 
 
Signal  
”From VALF 
To FOAM (R), Calcutta, Havock, NOIC Suda. 
T.O.O. 1505/26/4 
Your 1103/26 and 1151/26 not to Calcutta and my 0205/26. 
Have provided Glenearn and two destroyers for 2500 at T and two transports Calcutta and two destroyers 
at S. Inform Calcutta by WT if you want any change. Havock will arrive Myli (R) at 2230.” 
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Telegram 
“From VALF to Calcutta 
T.O.O. 1514/26/4 
Ships detailed for position S (Nauplia) harbour may have to go to position T (Tolon) and visa versa. If so 
FOAM will inform you.” 
 
At about 13.00 on April 26th the convoy , AG14, sailed from near Creta westward and then split into 2 
parts - one part was destined for Kalamata; the other to the rest of the embarkation harbours. The Dutch 
ship Costa Rica was part of the convoy to Kalamata. After a few hours the convoy split again - one convoy 
destined for Navplion (S-beach)/Tolon (T-beach) and the other convoy to Port Raphtis and Rafina. 
 
The Navplion /Tolon convoy consisted of the following ships:- 
Slamat (Tjalling Luidinga) 
Khedive Ismail (?) 
HMS Glenearn (Hill) 
Anti-Aircraft cruiser Calcutta (Lees) 
Destroyer Diamond (Cartwright) 
Destroyer Griffin (John Lee Barber) 
Destroyer Hotspur (H.Hodgkinson) 
Isis (Casper B.Swinley) 
Havock (Watkins) 
 
On the Glenearn were the landing craft needed for the embarkation. 
 
The Luftwaffe got a signal about the convoy by aerial reconnaissance. This was sent to the 
Jagdgeschwader JG77 situated at Almiros. 
Signal 
“26.4.41 
Airfield Almiros,  
At 1200 a reconnaissance signal about a large convoy, about 6 troopers of 20.000 tons.” 
 
And the headquarters of the VIII Fliegerkorps wrote: 
 
Log 
”After air support we will attack the English troops south of Thebe and those at Argos; furthermore single 
ships between Piraeus and Kreta. We spotted 2 convoys. One consisted of 7 large ships 15.000-20.000 
tons, protected by 15 cruisers and destroyers and Blenheim planes. It is likely that these ships will embark 
the fleeing English troops at dark. 
 
Unfortunately a Stuka attack failed because of heavy gunfire and enemy planes. Some ships were 
damaged during the day. The Ju-squadron, unfortunately, cannot find the convoy. 
On the contrary, in the evening, the squadron Woldenga carried out an effective attack with 5 hits on three 
ships. One ship is burning. About 40.000 tons is again eliminated.” 
 
The convoy was first attacked at 16.40. No ships were hit. This attack was seen by the Minesweeper 
Salvia which was on her way to Navplion to search for mines. At 18.00,when the convoy entered the Gulf 
of Navplion, it was attacked by two groups of nine airplanes of the type Ju-87 and Ju-88. One Stuka 
damaged the Glenearn. The hullplates were damaged, water came in the ship and the engines stopped. 
The Glenearn had to be towed to Suda bay by the Griffin. The landing craft on board had to be brought to 
Monemvasia. 
 
Signal 
”From: Griffin 
To VALF (R), C in C, FOAM, SNO Suda, Calcutta 
T.O.O. 2000/26/4 T.O.R. 2052/26/4 
Glenearn in tow, position 37º04'N 23º07'E heading for Suda bay.” 
 
The Khedive Ismail got a near miss and some people were wounded.  The Slamat was hit on the 
afterdeck near the 2nd Class Smoking room. On the Upper Deck nr A the motorsloop at starboard was 
destroyed and the sloop nr 12 at portside. Heavy damage was sustained on deck B on the children’s deck 
and at deck C in the Smoking room.  Only one person - a Chinese - was seriously injured.  
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The Captain and Officers ascertained that the ship was seaworthy and continued their journey to Nauplia. 
 
In the evening the Cdt General von Richthofen ordered squadron JG77 to attack the convoy at Nauplia 
the next morning. 
 
The forced return of the Glenearn was a serious problem for the embarkation as the landing ships sailed 
with her.  At 21.50 Slamat and Khedive Ismail reached the blocked harbour of Navplion. The Ulster Prince 
was still on fire in the harbour. They dropped their anchors far enough away from the harbour to prevent 
beaching as the Slamat had no sea map at all and the Khedive Ismail only a small one.  
 
The Salvia had swept Navplion bay for mines - she found none and left for Monemvasia.  The Calcutta 
sailed near the harbour and let down her motor sloop and several whalers for the embarkation of soldiers. 
In the port a small caique HMS Dolphin embarked the soldiers and brought them to the Hotspur. 
 
The wind was WSW4. A whaler of the Calcutta was drawn forward by the motor sloop. Due to the heavy 
swell the whaler capsized and the motor sloop got a rope in the propeller.  A motor sloop of the Hotspur 
saved the drowning men and brought the motor sloop of the Calcutta in to safety. 
 
In a first run the caique Agios Giorgos brought 600 men to the Calcutta including several wounded 
soldiers. 
 
In Tolon the embarkation was started.  The A5 and the Isis were available. Two whalers and a motor 
sloop brought the soldiers to the ships. The rate was 80 soldiers an hour. But not for long as the motor 
sloop broke down, one whaler collided with a caique and another damaged her rudder.  Captain Lees 
from the Calcutta, who saw that the embarkation staggered, sent out a message to Pridham-Wippell on 
the Orion. 
 
Signal 
”From Calcutta 
To VALF 
T.O.O.23.45/26/4 T.O.R. 0001/27/4 
Very few light craft, my boats and boats from destroyers are bringing off all they can. A lighter is at T 
beach. Merchant ship incapable of getting their boats themselves. Suggest Perth and Stuart go to T-
Beach forthwith.” 
 
Reply 
”Your 23.45 Perth and Stuart are going.” 
 
At 23.40 the Perth and the Stuart anchored at Nauplia. At that time no soldiers were embarked on to the 
Khedive Ismaill nor the Diamond. The last ship was on anti-submarine patrol. 
HMAS Stuart sailed to Tolon. The A5, which had embarked 600 fully equipped soldiers, was waiting. 
These soldiers were transferred to the Stuart. The Stuart then sailed to Nauplia where the soldiers were 
transferred to the Orion at about 0100/27. 
 
The Perth sailed at 00.50 away from Nauplia and anchored at 1.40 at Tolon where 300 men were 
embarked from the A5. The A5 was instructed that the next trip would be the last one so she had to take 
on the maximum load.  At 2.40 the Stuart returned to Tolon.  The A5 now delivered 911 soldiers to the 
Perth and 109 to the Stuart. 
 
The Hotspur got orders to relieve the Diamond. Unfortunately they could not raise the anchor, so they had 
to do it by hand. This took one hour, and because of this the Diamond could not embark any soldiers. 
 
The Havock had picked up Baillie-Grohman and his staff at Myloi at the other side of the bay of Navplion. 
In the meantime in Navplion the Agios Giorgios brought 500 soldiers to the Slamat on its second trip. This 
took time as the Slamat lay in the road. At 2.08 Pridham-Wippell signalled to the Calcutta: 
 
Signal 
“From :VALF 
To : Calcutta 
T.O.O.:0208/27/4 
Convoy and escort are to sail at 3.00 promptly at maximum speed.” 
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And the Calcutta sent a message to the Slamat to sail at three o' clock. At that time the Slamat was still 
taking on troops and it did not sail before 04.15. 
 
At 04.00 Calcutta and Khedive Ismail sailed away at a speed of 12 knots. The Calcutta had taken 1000 
men on board; the Khedive Ismail none.  At 04.05 the Orion sailed for Suda Bay, the wind was NW4, 
temperature of the air 64°F, temperature of the seawater 50°F. At 04.15 the Orion had a speed of 24 kts. 
 
At 4.15 the Slamat departed and her speed was 16 knots.  It is estimated that 700-2000 men were left 
behind.  Perth weighed anchor at 04.05.  At 04.30 she left with Stuart at a speed of 29 knots.  At about 
5.15 Stuart got machine trouble and Perth diminished speed to give her assistance if necessary. But the 
problem was soon solved and both ships continued on their way. 
 
At 7.00 Perth and Stuart reached the Orion which was sailing at that time near Parapola. The convoy was 
15 miles behind.  
 
The convoy sailed at 06.45 on the 27th of April at 37 degrees North.  It consisted of: 
The Slamat(500 men), 
Calcutta (1000 men),  
Hotspur (500 men),  
Isis (400men),  
Khedive Ismail (0 men),  
Diamond (0 men). 
 
The convoy sailed at a speed of 14 knots to the South. 
 
Meanwhile: 
 
At 05.00, 60 German bombers from JG77 started from the airfield of Almiros. Their instruction was to 
destroy the convoys sailing south of Navplion and south of Akra Taineron. 
 
At 06.45 the convoy was attacked by Jagdgeschwader JG 77 and the attack continued till 10 o'clock. 
The Calcutta took the position between the two troopers. Captain Lees from the Calcutta saw three Me-
109 planes attack the convoy. Next came planes of the type Ju-87, Ju-88, Me-109 and Do-17. 
The bombers concentrated their attack mainly on the Slamat as it was the largest ship in the convoy. 
First came in planes from Stab/JG77 who fired with machine and canon guns. 
Then the ship was bombed by planes of II/JG77. In the beginning the ship was not hit, thanks to anti-
aircraft fire from Calcutta, Diamond and Hotspur, and the manoeuvring of the Slamat. 
 
At 07.10. the Slamat was hit by a 250 kilogram bomb behind the bridge and before the first chimney. 
The Captain’s cabin, the control room and the bridge were set on fire. The ship was out of control. The 
Calcutta could just avoid a collision. The fire extinguishers were damaged and fire swept through the ship. 
Captain Tjalling Luidinga gave the order to abandon ship. In the meantime the Slamat was continuously 
attacked and got another direct hit. 
 
The convoy sailed further on and the Diamond stayed behind for the rescue-operation because the 
Hotspur had troops embarking at Navplion.  A few minutes later the Diamond came along side the Slamat 
to save the men.  HMS Griffin sent a message to VALF Pridham-Wippell: 
 
Signal 
”From :Griffin 
To: VALF (R), C.-in C., Diamond 
T.O.O. 0710/27/4 T.O.R. 0743/27/4 
Slamat bombed and badly on fire in position 37'01'' 23'10''. Diamond standing by to take her troops on 
board. Number not known but not large.” 
 
Signal 
”From Calcutta 
To VALF (R) SBNO Suda 
T.O.O. 0755/27/4 T.O.R. 1011/27/4 
Number embarked Calcutta 960, ISIS 408, Hotspur 500, Diamond nil, SS Khedive Ismail nil. Diamond 
embarked from Slamat number unknown.” 
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In the diary of the JG77 the following was noted: 
 
Log 
“ 27.4.41 Airfield Almiros 
The air attack gave the following result 
1. Staff JG77 attacked the ship with machine gun and canon fire 
2 Lt. Rahn of II/JG77 hit the target with a 500 pounder. 
The ship stopped and is on fire. 
3 Lt Huy hit the target. Explosion and fire. 
1 Destroyer alongside to embark troops 
4. II JG77 attacks at 9.15 hour, 
2 hits with 500 pounders 
Ship lists to starboard. 
2 Destroyers alongside 
Men boarded the sloops. 
5 Aerial survey by Do17 der 2. (F)11 
Ship sunk.” 
  
Declaration of Bericht Bertold Jung (cdr 5/JG77) 
”On third day I flew early in the morning with two units of our squadron on a bombing raid upon the convoy 
near Navplion, which had taken the retreating troops on board during the night. I led the first unit, while 
Oberleutnant Rahn ,our “Sturzkampf ” man, led the other unit. 
 
We selected a great estimated 20.000 BRT steamer - I think it was a P&O steamer - and attacked her: Olt 
Rahn with his unit attacked from above and I attacked from sea level. I dropped my bombs too early and 
saw my bombs missing the ship. When I left I saw that the unit of Oberleutnant Rahn made two hits on the 
ship. From far away we saw that the ship let down her boats and that the crew abandoned ship. 
 
 On our second raid above the sea of Nauplion on this morning we found the stricken 20.000 tonne ship 
again and we saw a great number of fully laden sloops around the ship. One or two pilots in my command 
fired on the sloops with machine guns. As I was enlisted in the navy, I do not like this from the bottom of 
my heart and when we were again on the airfield (that in the future this should not happen again) I said to 
my colleagues, that if shipwrecked sailors are in the sloops , they are already poor fellows (poor pigs) who 
you have to spare.” 
 
(Bericht Berthold Jung, 17.2.1990 )  
 
Statement D.M. Lees, Captain Calcutta 
”At 07.00 three Me 109 aircraft skimmed out from the lee of the land flying very low and from this time, for 
the next three hours, the convoy was continuously attacked by a mixture of Me 109, Do 17, Ju 87 and Ju 
88. It is very difficult to compute the number of attacking aircraft as several attacks were beaten off by 
gunfire before bomb release and the same aircraft probably came in again later. A conservative estimate 
is 30. 
 
At 07.10 the Slamat was hit by a large bomb just before the bridge and an extensive fire broke out. 
Diamond who had been doing A/S patrol during the night, and had no passengers aboard, was told to go 
to the rescue.” 
 
During the rescue operation the air attacks continued. Hodgkinson of the Hotspur saw four bombs falling 
on the Slamat. Hendrik Rijnbergen ,second officer of the Slamat, was in command of boat 4 at the port 
side and succeeded in lowering the boat into the water. There were about 60 soldiers in the boat. 
When Rijnbergen looked at the destroyer Diamond he saw about 20 Dutchmen on deck. 
 
At 08.15 Diamond asked for assistance. 
 
Signal 
”From: Diamond 
To:VALF 
T.O.O.0815/27/4 T.O.R.0851/27/4 
Am constantly being dive bombed. Request assistance to pick up survivors. Boats in position 37'00"N 
23'10"E.” 
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At 9 o'clock Rijnbergen tried to come alongside the destroyer but there was another air attack  
and the Diamond had to give full speed to evade the bombs. As a result boat No. 4 capsized and several 
people drowned. Rijnbergen succeeded in seizing another boat. 
 
Boat No. 10 was commanded by sailor Jasper de Jong. Mr Trijsburg, A. Lokkerbol and about 60 soldiers 
were sitting in the boat. Because of too many people the boat capsized after two hours. Several people 
drowned. But after a while someone succeeded in turning the boat. Then for a second time the boat 
capsized and again someone turned the boat. Trijsburg, de Jong and 30 soldiers were still in the boat. 
 
At 09.25 the Diamond sailed away with 600 survivors from the Slamat aboard. Unfortunately they had to 
leave several people behind on floats. These people were machine gunned in the water. 
 
Signal 
”From: Diamond 
To: VALF 
T.O.O. 925/27/4 T.O.R. 0938/27/4 
Have picked up most of the survivors. Am proceeding to Suda bay .Remaining boats might make shore.” 
 
At 09.16 three destroyers from Suda bay- Wryneck, Waterhen, and Vendetta - approached the convoy. 
Wryneck was ordered to assist the Diamond. 
 
Signal 
”From :Calcutta to VALF (R), Diamond 
09015/27/4 T.O.R.:1124/27/4 
Wryneck proceeding to help Diamond.” 
Waterhen and Vendetta changed positions with Isis and Havock. These last two destroyers went with full 
speed to Suda bay to deliver their troops. 
Cdr Swinley saw from the Isis that the burning Slamat was still being attacked. Aboard the Isis there was 
only one third of the anti-aircraft ammunition and 17 % of the 3" ammunition left. 
The convoy sailed at 12 knots. The Coventry would relieve the Calcutta and the convoy would sail for 
Alexandria instead of Suda bay because of the risky situation. 
 
Signal 
”From:VALF 
To: Coventry, Calcutta(R0, N.O.I./C Suda 
T.O.O.0900/27/4 0957/27/4 
My 1811/26. Coventry sailing to relieve Calcutta escorting Khedive Ismail. Last position 37'00"N 23'10"E 
at 0720 steering 155 at 12 knots. Calcutta to proceed to Suda, disembark troops, fuel if necessary and 
rejoin convoy.” 
 
Signal 
”From :VALF 
To C in C (R), NOI/C Suda, FOAM 
TOO 0917/27/4 
My 1811/26 Although ships are only partially loaded, intend to sail tonight. The convoy re- routed to 
Alexandria. There is no room in Suda and changing situation makes further delay hazardous. Reported 
ARGOS aerodrome now in enemy hands.” 
 
At about 10 o'clock the Wryneck reached the Diamond.  At 10.25 Wryneck asked for immediate air 
support. Both ships sailed together to the disaster zone and reached this place at 11 o'clock. 
People from Slamat boat No. 10, Trijsburg ,de Jong and about 30 soldiers were picked up. Also Slamat 
boat No. 4 was found and 2nd officer Rijnbergen and several others were rescued. 
 
Then the burning ,but still floating, Slamat, was torpedoed by the Diamond.  The torpedo hit the Slamat at 
port side near the engine room and the ship sank at 37'01"N 23'10"E. 
 
The air attacks were finished now. The convoy, commanded by Captain Lees, had no further damage 
sustained. The Calcutta fired more than 1200 4"grenades and several thousand rounds with pom pom 
and machine guns. 
At 12.00 Coventry and Vampire relieved Calcutta. Calcutta arrived at Suda bay at 14.30 on the 27th. 
Pridham- Wippell had asked for fighter protection for the convoy. 
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Signal  
”From VALF 
To NOI/C Suda (R), Carlisle, Calcutta. 
Request fighter protection for convoys in following position-  
A 7 minutes East of Shalconer at 10.00 
B 23 minutes South of Belo Palo at 10.00 
Also for convoy G.A.14 assembling 20 miles North of MALAME at 15.00.” 
 
Signal 
”From Wryneck 
To Suda Bay W/T 
T.O.O. 1025/27/4 
T.O.R.1128/27/4 
Request immediate fighter protection.” 
 
Aboard the Diamond about 600 men stood packed together. Captain Luidinga (of Slamat) was below deck 
with boatswain Philip Sluyter drying their clothes. Afterwards they went upstairs to give food to the men 
and to relieve them up. 
 
[Note: In Lundinga’s account there is here included Stoker Petty Officer Davis and Warrant Officer 
Waldron’s reports as in Para 7.2 above, almost word for word. 
 
“The sailor Broos who was aboard the Diamond could save himself on a float. On this float was Brand, the 
ship’s doctor from the Slamat, a comrade and 20 soldiers. During the day the ship’s doctor and his 
comrade died.  

The Cdr of the Wryneck, R.H.D. Lane, two sub- lieutenants, Jackson and Griffiths, and mid-ship man 
Peck came aboard a float and were assisted by Able Seaman Taylor. Because of their serious injuries, 
and the heavy swell, they (slid off and) drowned. 

Warrant Officer Waldron, of the Wryneck, came aboard the sloop of the Wryneck. Two Carley floats were 
towed by the sloops. In the evening the total crew consisted of :- Waldron, Fuller, Gordine, 49 sailors and 
eight sailors. Among the sailors were three Dutch namely Rijnbergen, Second Officer, Trijsburg, Assistant 
Purser ,de Jong, sailor and Sebastias Cavelho, servant on the Slamat with Goanese nationality. They 
were sitting in the sloop.  Two holes in the sloops were repaired. With the aid of four oars the sloop sailed 
in an easterly direction.”] 

On the evening of April 27th, VALF Pridham- Wippell became uneasy about the whereabouts of the 
Wryneck which should be assisting the Diamond. 

Enquiries to the Phoebe and the Perth did not clear up the situation.  So HMS Griffin was sent to the place 
where the Diamond and the Wryneck were seen for the last time.  HMS Griffin with Cdr. John Lee Barber 
left Suda Bay at 22.30 on April 27th. The 250 sailors of the Glenearn had to stay on board.  
 
Signal 
”From VALF 
to Phoebe, Carlisle 
T.O.O. 2004/27/4 
A Was Wryneck at 27 with G.A.14 
B How many destroyers went on with convoy?” 

Signal  
”From Carlisle 
To VALF (R), Phoebe 
Your 2004. Regret I did not observe WRYNECK and on instructions from D10 I left for Suda before 
convoy was formed. Decoy and Hasty were detached later to proceed to assistance of Costa Rica.” 

Signal  
”From Phoebe 
To VALF 
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T.O.O.2231/27/4 T.O.R. 2235/27/4 
Your 2004 Destroyer was too distant to be individually noticed but it is thought that six destroyers were on 
with the convoy.” 
 
Signal  
”From VALF 
To Griffin 
T.O.O. 2136/27/4 
Proceed towards Nauplia at 25 knots order follow by W/T.” 
 
Signal  
”From Griffin to VALF 
T.O.O. 2250/27/4 T.O.R. 2250/27/4 
Have on board 150 men from Glenearn. Should these be landed before proceeding, please?” 
 
Reply:  
“Negative” 
 
Signal  
”From VALF 
To Griffin (R), Ajax, NOI/C-inC 
Proceed forthwith to position 037'01"N 023'10"E where Diamond was reported being bombed at 0815/27 
while picking up SLAMAT survivors. She reported at 0925 that she was proceeding towards Suda. 
Wryneck who was sent to her assistance asked for fighters shortly afterwards. Return to Suda by 
0900/28.” 
 
Signal 
”From VALF 
To NOI/C Suda 
T.O.O. 2344/27/4 
Request you will arrange flying boat reconnaissance of area within 20 miles of 37'03"N 23'15"E at daylight 
tomorrow Monday. Object:- to locate destroyer Diamond which has not been in communication since 
being bombed in that neighbourhood at 0800/27.Transport boat Slamat may be in that vicinity.” 
 
On the evening of the 27th the wind rose from the West. The floats struck against the sloop. Warrant 
Officer Waldron had to take the difficult decision to loosen the floats from the sloop.  In the sloop were 4 
sailors from the Slamat, eighteen men from the Wryneck and a Sergeant Major from the embarked troops. 
On board were four oars, a damaged compass, some food and a contaminated barrel of drinking water. 
Most people were wet. To warm themselves they had to row & slap themselves to stimulate blood 
circulation. The sloop floated eastwards. Leading Seaman Fuller had bullet wounds in his belly and thigh. 
Waldron was nursing him . 

At 02.00, in the early hours of the 28th, the Griffin arrived at the place of the disaster. Twelve hours had 
passed since the attack on the Diamond and Wryneck. Screaming was heard from the sea and two Carley 
floats were found from the Wryneck. Fourteen survivors were picked up. During the morning some more 
floats were found. Four men were sitting on one of the floats - one of them was Broos, the Dutch sailor 
from the Slamat .There were originally 23 men on this float. 

Stoker Petty Officer H.T.Davis of the Diamond was picked up at 07.00 by the Griffin. 
Griffin asked to VALF if they could continue to search. The answer was negative. 
So Griffin returned to Suda bay at 07.10 
At that time the sloop of the Wryneck was not found. 
The survivors aboard the Griffin were landed at Kreta. 
On that island sailor Broos met four Goanese servants of the Slamat. 
The five of them were then transported by hospital ship to Alexandria. 

Signal 
”From Griffin to VALF(R), C.-in C, Ajax, ABNO Susa. 
T.O.O. 0230/28/4 T.O.R. 0436/28/4 
Your 2250. Have recovered 14 survivors from Wryneck on two Carleyfloats in position 036'30"N 34'E. 
Both ships sank immediately at 13.30 about one mile apart. Only boat to get away - one whaler not yet 
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located. Am searching area. Shall I continue search after daylight or comply with your 22.50.” 
 
Signal  
”From VALF to Griffin 
T.O.O. 0532/28/4 
Your 0230 Comply with my 2250/27.” 
 
On the morning of April 28th the sloop from the Wryneck drifted about 30 miles off Milos. It was decided to 
reach that island. After a while the Ajax and a Destroyer passed within 6 miles of the sloop but did not pick 
up on her distress signals. Both ships came from Port Raphtis where they had helped in the embarkation 
of troops on the night of 27/28. 
Some time later three destroyers- Kingston, Kimberly and Havock passed the sloop and there was a fly-
over of three Blenheims. None of them noticed the sloop. 

On April 28th, at 12.00, Ananes Rock was seen and it was decided to land there as everybody was 
exhausted. A Greek caique was hidden in the bay. Aboard this caique were Greek fugitives and English 
soldiers. They came from Piraeus and were on their way to Kreta. They sailed only at night so they would 
not be discovered. The survivors from the sloop were able to come aboard the caique. In the evening all 
but five boarded the caique and sailed for Kreta. The remaining five boarded the sloop which was towed 
by the caique. 

The A6 (Waters and Sutton), a small landing craft, was on his way back from Port Raphtis where they had 
helped in the embarking of the troops on the night of 27th/28th. On the morning of April 29th they were 
called by people in a full-packed caique. In the caique were the survivors of the Slamat, Diamond and 
Wryneck. The survivors boarded the A6 and the next day they arrived at Suda bay. 

On the island they were interrogated and brought to an internment camp. 
Leading Seaman Fuller was praised by everybody for his courageous attitude. Despite serious injuries he 
stayed at his post and in the sloop his attitude and cheerfulness was a support to all. 

The Hotspur had taken back fugitives from Milos to Suda bay. After a short stop at Suda bay the survivors 
from the Diamond, Wryneck and Slamat came aboard and they sailed for Alexandria. As the harbour was 
blocked by mines they sailed to Port Said. where they landed on May 1st. There the survivors were 
interrogated again and sent into quarantine. On May 6th they were released. They contacted the agent of 
the Slamat, the English Mining company and the Consul of the Netherlands. 

Neither in Port Said nor in Alexandria was anything known about the fate of the rest of the crew of the 
Slamat. Also after questions to the British Marine authorities and the Dutch Embassy in Cairo no 
clarification could be acquired regarding the other crew members.  On May 16th, at Port Said, a reunion 
took place between Trijsburg, de Jong, Rijnbergen and Cavelho, on the one hand, and Broos and 4 
Goanese servants on the other.  From the crew of the Slamat only 4 Dutch sailors and 5 Goanese 
survived the disaster.  The others were missing in action. 

The body of Second Officer G. van der Woude washed ashore on the beach at Alexandria and was buried 
in that city. He was identified by means of the buttons of his jack.  On these buttons were engraved the 
name of his ship’s company - Rotterdamsche Lloyd.   
The body of lamp trimmer J.v.d.Brugge washed ashore at Gaza (Palestinia) and was buried there in the 
cemetery. His family was informed on Sept 1st, 1943. 
The body of student steersmen, J.Pille, washed ashore at Stamperia – a Greek island. It was buried there 
by a fisherman. After the Germans were defeated in Greece the body was re-interred in Athens. Every 
year on May 4th there is a small memorial service at his grave organised by the Dutch War Graves 
Commission. 
The sailor Broos gave evidence in front of the Consul at Alexandria on 11th May 1941.  On May 12th, 
Rijnbergen, Trijsburg and De Jong gave evidence in front of the Consul of the Netherlands, Pierre Credy, 
at Port Said. 
 
Observations and Conclusions of Frans Luidinga, son of the Slamat’s Captain 
 
According to the description above of the embarkation at Nauplia, the Slamat departed at 0415 on the 
morning of April 27th.  According to Cdr Lees of the Calcutta, all ships were given the instruction to depart 
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at three o'clock. At 2.08 Pridham-Wippell sent a message to the Calcutta that the convoy and the escort 
had to leave at three o'clock. At three o'clock the Calcutta signalled to the Slamat but, because there was 
no reaction, the Isis was sent to the Slamat to give her an order for departure. 
 
The reason for the late departure was, according to Lees, that a great caique was unloading hundreds of 
soldiers on to the Slamat.  It was the last chance for these men to escape imprisonment.  According to 
Lees, the Slamat had to interrupt the embarkation and sail away. 
 
Because of the dramatic end of Slamat was the late departure a contributory factor to the loss of the ship? 
 
Sir Winston Churchill wrote in his book "The Second World War": 
"At Navplion there was disaster. The Slamat, in a gallant but misguided effort to embark the maximum 
number of men, stayed too long in the anchorage. Soon after dawn, when clearing the land, she was 
attacked and sunk by dive bombers.” 
 
K.W.L. Bezemer, Dutch maritime historian, dealt with the question in his book about the Dutch Merchant 
Navy in the Second World War. He wrote that if the convoy had departed on time would they not have 
been open to attack by German planes?  Bezemer meant that in one hour and a quarter the convoy could 
have been about twenty miles more to the south and this was still in the range of the German planes.  
Also the fact that the fast sailing Diamond and Wryneck, at the moment they were attacked, were tens of 
miles further south were still found and destroyed gives no evidence that the delay was a causal factor. 
 
Neither would the fact that reaching the 37th latitude assure protection because of the umbrella of the 
British planes. The air support asked by the Wryneck at 10.25 in the morning of April 27th could not be 
given three hours later and many miles more to the south. 
From the recently found data of the Luftwaffe and especially the Jagdgeschwader 77, it is clear that the 
Nauplia convoy was discovered on the 26th and escaped total destruction as a large number of German 
bombers could not find the convoy. The Germans knew that the convoy set sail for Nauplia. 
On the evening of April 26th, General von Richthoven, Cdr of the 8th Fliegerkorps planned an attack on 
the Nauplia convoy for the 27th and gave orders for this attack. 
 
Fighting on the land was strongly diminished and support from the Luftwaffe to their own ground troops 
was no longer necessary. Support at the para-landing near the Channel of Corinth on the 26th was the last 
operation for the Luftwaffe. From the afternoon of the 26th the Luftwaffe could give their maximum 
attention to destroying the convoys. 
 
The conclusion is that the Nauplia convoy arrived in such serious circumstances that it could only lead to 
a disaster.  The one hour delay of the Slamat could not be seen as a causal factor in the sinking of the 
Slamat. Neither could the blocked harbour by the Ulster Prince or the non-participation of the landing craft 
of the Glenearn. It only contributed to the delay in the embarkation of the soldiers. The convoy was always 
in range of a large number of German aircraft.  
 
The convoy was trapped and the only question was how large would the damage be. It is remarked that 
Baillie-Grohman (FOAM) had predicted the catastrophe on D3 on the 24th of April in a reaction to C-in-C 
Cunningham. 
 
He founded this on the arguments that the British air force at Argos was destroyed, (therefore the lack of 
air support) and the large number of aircraft the Germans had at their disposal. 
It was clear that the Slamat was the victim. It was a large ship with less firepower, less manoeuvrable and 
not as fast as the escort ships. 
 
We think that in these circumstances only the Navy, and not the Merchant Navy, should have participated 
in the embarkation. The (Naval) marine ships had a better chance to defend themselves because of their 
speed and firepower and the skill of their crews. 
That, nevertheless, the Diamond and the Wryneck went down that day proves the danger of the situation. 
To the courageous crew of HMS Diamond and HMS Wryneck we are very thankful for their efforts to save 
our people 
 
Source 
Luidinga Frans, Het scheepsjournaal van Tjalling Luidinga 1890-1941 gezagvoerder bij de  
Rotterdamsche Lloyd, page 142-166, ISBN 90-802461-1-5, Rijswijk September 1995. 
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Slamat, Diamond & Wryneck positions of attack and sinking 

 

 The ‘Slamat’ in happier times 

11636 Tons, built by Koninklijke Maatschappij De Schelde, 1924 
First trip 19th April 1924 

1924-1940: 43 voyages Holland-Dutch Indies 
1940-1941: Rebuild as a trooper in Sydney, August 1940, 

First trip Sep 1940 Sydney-Fremantle-Bombay-Suez Canal 
Employed on route Bombay-Suez Canal 

Sunk during Operation Demon by the Luftwaffe JG77 on April 27th 1941 in the Aegean Sea on her way 
from the Bay of Nauplia to Crete with British, Australian and New Zealand troops on board. 

Survivors came aboard the Royal Navy destroyers Wryneck and Diamond. Two hours later these ships 
were also sunk. From the thousand men involved only sixty survived. 
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Slamat & Diamond under attack 

 

HMS Diamond 

 

HMS Wryneck 
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A first-hand account from HMS Wryneck’s lower deck found on the Naval History website: 
 

SINKING OF HMS DIAMOND and HMS WRYNECK  on 27th APRIL 1941 

with thanks to Gary Clarke 

  

On the 7 February 2011, Gary wrote to say "We have recently found in a relatives possessions a 7 page hand 

written letter with detailed drawn map (but see below) from a sailor on H.M.S. WRYNECK detailing how 

they  were ordered to assist picking up of survivors from a sinking ship, states how on arrival H.M.S. 

DIAMOND was already there,  and describes how after picking up survivors they were attacked by Junkers 87 

dive-bombers. He describes jumping overboard , the sinking of both destroyers, and how he was picked up and 

survived but never wanted to go to sea again." This letter was probably written by Gary's wife's uncle, Eddie 

Gray, now deceased, one of seven brothers, but the only one to become a sailor.  

  

Following is the original letter - click to enlarge, followed by Gary's transcription (and the map): 

  

  

       

  

 

"At dawn on the 27th of April H.M.S Wryneck was ordered to sea, and assist in escorting a convoy which was 

between Greece & Crete. When we were about 2 hours steaming from Crete we sighted the convoy which we 

were looking for. In the convoy there were the Merchant ship of considerable size, escorted by 3 destroyers & 

HM Cruiser. We were then told that one of the convoy had already been dive-bombed & hit. We were then at 

action stations, where we had been for the last two days, without any real kind of dinner, but we were even 

more alert now that we had heard there were dive bombers in the vicinity. However left the convoy & 

proceeded to where the badly damaged Ship, was forever dive bombed. We arrived at the scene to find H.M.S 

Diamond already picking up survivors who were machine-gunned & torn to shreds in the water. 

  

However, we picked up as many as we could, and then a few of them were already half dead. When we finally 

satisfied ourselves that there was nothing more to be done, we made up our minds to return to Crete. That was 

about 12.15, so we put ourselves or rather took up our positions. Diamond then flashed that they were going to 

torpedo the already badly blazing ship. The Diamond fired one only which hit right amid-ships. We saw the 

vessel give a great lurch and then begin to sink very quickly. During these operation Dive-Bombers never 

came near us. Then when they began to think they were saved & all was well, out of nowhere came those 

Junkers 87, those terrifying dive bombers, with something like vengeance, which they quickly got. All we 

knew was when we heard the whining of the machine & the machine guns & a second later bombs. 

  

I never experienced as much in all the war as I did those next five minutes. One bomb landed on the forward 

gun & wiped out nearly everyone out then one landed on the after gun but lucky only one was hurt, the other 

one or two were near misses, but they did all the damage. After the Nazis thought they had done a good job 

which they nearly had, they never bothered us again, which was to my relief. I didn’t fancy having a machine 

gun bullet in me. However the ship now had a great list to port & was sinking rapidly. My Pal who I owe my 

life to found me forward in the (galley flat) and these were the words he spoke to me quite calmly. They got us 

Dolly.  Dolly was my nick name in case you want to know . We went out on the Upper Deck together, & he 

said to me,  Have you got a life belt, 

  

I said no, I didn’t need one, but he gave me one as he had two and we did a bit work together, we untied 

a Carley Raft & threw it over the side, however the ship was going about 20 knots & we could not hold on to it, 

that we made our objective. We travelled a bit further on, I should say a few seconds, because all this happened 

within six minutes. I look over to have a look at the Diamond but it had already gone down. When we finally 

decided to jump over, me & my pal, we gripped one oar each, before we went. Believe me they came in handy. 

We made to get clear of the oil-fuel which was now spreading on the water, and then for the rafts which we 

could not see.  

http://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-10DD-09VW-Wryneck2.JPG
http://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-10DD-09VW-Wryneck3.JPG
http://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-10DD-09VW-Wryneck4.JPG
http://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-10DD-09VW-Wryneck5.JPG
http://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-10DD-09VW-Wryneck6.JPG
http://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-10DD-09VW-Wryneck7.JPG
http://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-10DD-09VW-Wryneck8.JPG
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When we had swam a couple of miles together, we noticed that someone else had got the whaler free so we 

made for this, eventually I think we swam about 3 miles before we caught up with the whaler, which we then 

noticed had collected two rafts, We got to one of these rafts and clambered inboard. 

  

The time would then be about 2.15 - 2.30. We kept good hearts and I joked with a few of my favourite 

comrades who were in the whaler. I cannot tell you every little detail, but I’m writing this down to give an idea 

what I thought was a terrible ordeal. 

  

It came to dusk & I think we had picked only two more survivors up, then a rough sea sprang up, as I have 

already told before we were on a raft. However it began to get rougher & rougher every minute. The whaler 

who was towing us suddenly decided to cut us adrift. We never thought such a thing could happen among 

English sailors or more so one that you share the same ship & eat with. However when we found to our 

misfortune that we were actually adrift, we almost gave up. Time wore on hour after hour went by till we 

thought that we would never be picked up when suddenly about half past three in the morning we sighted a 

ship but not before they had sighted us, it was a destroyer, one of those dark grey shapes. We realised but it 

took quite a bit to do so that it was making straight toward us, at least that what we thought, but thank goodness 

we were wrong. I’ll never forget that night of terror. 

  

The destroyer finally came along-side us with great skill, and we were pulled up the side of the ship, our legs 

were numb & we could hardly use them, but we were full of smiles. We were treated splendidly aboard 

H.M.S. Griffin which was the name of the destroyer. I was only interested about getting something to eat.  I 

didn’t. We got something to drink which did us the world of good. When we arrived at Crete the same morning 

I was relieved & never wanted to go to sea again. But I'll never forget the splendid behaviour of my ship’s 

company." 

 

The map was not about the sinking of WRYNECK and DIAMOND, but the allied landings in Oran, French 

North Africa on 8 November 1942. It is likely that Eddie Gray did go back to sea, but on what ship? 

  

 

Another place, another time, another ship, another cap tally 

 

 

http://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-10DD-09VW-Wryneck1.JPG
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Death of Corporal Bill Humphries 
 
We cannot be certain as to how Bill Humphries actually died.  All we know for certain is that he was seen 
alive with other members of the 4th Queen’s Own Hussars by one of their Lance Corporals who did 
subsequently survive.  Furthermore it has been suggested that he was seen clinging to wreckage in the 
water at some point. However, L/Cpl Richardson recorded the following statement on 7th November 1941: 
 

 
 

Statement made by 7909683 Lance Corporal R Richardson to the effect that he last saw Corporal 
Humphries and the men listed below aboard SS Slamat before the attack but not at any time later 

 

 
 

“4th Hussar Personnel Believed Drowned During the Evacuation of Greece” 


