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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Able Seaman Bill Young, RN 
 

From Pierre Kosmidis: 
 
Bill Young had a “Greek connection” to his World War Two experience, as after a brief stint again with 
the HMS Nile, he served with the (Greek Naval Tug) “Zoodochos Pigi” (meaning ‘life-giving source’) from 
23 March 1941, shortly before the German invasion of Greece on 6 April 1941. 
 
The “Zoodochos Pigi” was sunk in Mikrolimano, next to the main port of Piraeus by a Luftwaffe air attack, 
on 17 April 1941 and Bill managed to survive and escape imprisonment, after the fall of Greece. 
 
From Bob Young: 
 
On his service record (Bill) has a posting on (Zoodochus Pigi) Mar 41 - Aug 41. 
Pierre (Kosmidis) tells me he couldn't have (done all) that time on it because after it was damaged in April 41 
the Germans used it. 
 
Archivist’s Note: 
 

The ‘Tug Forum’ website quotes: “I believe the vessel you seek is the Zoodochus Pighi (Pigi). 

It was a trawler/ transport vessel of about 170grt which was sunk, during an enemy attack, on 

March 13th 1942.” 

 
If this statement is correct, maybe the Germans did recover and restore the tug as Pierre Kosmidis implies 
and the ‘enemy attack’ was by the Allied forces, causing a second sinking.  Alternatively it could be 
incorrect in having the wrong date for the one and only sinking. 
 
It is the Archivist’s experience in preparing Veterans accounts for the Archive that inconsistencies and 
contradictions are far from uncommon, not only between one Veteran’s account and another’s but 
between Veterans and the official records and indeed between one official record and another!  The 
conflicting statements regarding the sinking(s) of the Zoodochus Pigi must remain an unexplained mystery 
until further evidence comes to light (if ever). 

 

 
 

Zoodochus Pigi 
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Archivist’s Notes: 1 ‘Battle of Crete’ in the right-hand margin of Zoodochus Pigi is probably a 
mis-interpretation of ‘Battle of Greece’ (they were often confused – and still are!).  
2 ‘Lent to Medway’ - HMS Medway was a submarine depot ship for the 1st 
Submarine Flottila and was based in Alexandria from 1940-42 including the 
period of both the Greek and Crete Campaigns. 
3 Zoo(u)dochus Pig(h)I was a fairly commom name for Greek vessels 
(meaning giver of life etc).  Lt Cdr Willmott, Beachmaster at Rafini, acquired a 
170 ton cutter at Suda on May 7th/8th and sailed her to Alex with evacuees.  Could 
AB Young have been one of them? 
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Archivist’s Note:  Considerable research by Bob Young is continually on-going viz-a-viz Able 
Seaman Bill Young’s varied and at times exciting naval career.  The story is as yet far from complete.  
Watch this space! 


