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GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

SQMS William F Webb, Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
 

Bill Webb’s Greek Campaign 
 
Nothing is yet known of Bill’s experiences in Greece during the ill-fated Campaign in the spring of 1941. 
 
We do know, however, that at the end of the Campaign he was taken into captivity as a Prisoner of War in 
Kalamata on the mainland of Greece on the 29th April (along with several thousand others after the 
surrender arranged by Brigadier Parrington). 
 
After initial assembly in Kalamata he would have been transferred to a holding camp in Corinth (Dulag 
185) for a month or so (possibly till 6 June), then taken on to Dulag 183 at Saloniki (now Thessalonika) 
possibly till 30 June.  Conditions in these camps were dire – insufficient food and clean water, foul 
sanitation, poor hygiene and a severe lack of medical facilities for the resultant diseases. 
 
 
RAVC in Greece  
 
From “The Museum of Military Medicine” website: 

“Following World War One the RAVC underwent rapid demobilisation and as mechanisation progressed 
the RAVC reduced in size. In 1938 the Army Veterinary School in Aldershot closed after 48 years. 

At the outbreak of World War Two there were 85 officers (59 of whom were in India) and 105 soldiers, this 
increased over the course of the war to a total of 519 officers and 3,939 other ranks. Even with the 
increased mechanisation of World War Two horses and mules were still essential means of transport, 
most notably in Palestine and the Italian campaign where terrain made it impossible for vehicles. In 1942 
the strength of military animals was 6,500 horses, 10,000 mules and 1,700 camels. The RAVC also had a 
presence in Greece, Eritrea and Syria and, as well as pack transport, were responsible for the local 
provision of livestock for slaughter, meat inspection and the rearing of livestock.” 

 


