
 1 

GREEK CAMPAIGN 
 

Private Bert ‘Snowy’ Hellyer, 2/5 Infantry Battalion AIF   
 
 
From Bert Hellyer’s personal memoirs: 
 
“We were still wearing desert uniform which consisted of short sleeved shirts and shorts when we arrived 
in Piraeis (sic).  It was still winter and I can remember it being very cold. 
 
The Australians were put ashore whilst the English soldiers were taken out and loaded on the same boat.  
The 2/5th Battalion were then put aboard troop trains and taken up to Salonika where we went straight into 
battle.  We had to fight every inch of the way to Corinth.  The Battalion was left behind fighting a rear 
guard action to hold the Corinth Canal.   
 
At Corinth, a New Zealand Maori from the 21st Battalion blew himself up with the bridge because the 
charge that had been set did not go off by the plunger.  He set it off by hand giving up his life in vain as 
the German paratroopers were landing all around us.   
 
*I was captured at Kalamata in Greece on the 28th of April in 1941 along with the rest of our battalion.  
We were taken prisoner and held in Greece by the Germans and transported to Stalag18A in Wolfsburg 
(sic) Austria.  We were transported in cattle trucks by rail.   There were fifty three men to a truck without 
wash (sic) or any toilets.  We lived on water and dog biscuits during the trip and arrived at Stalag18A in 
Wolfsburg (sic) Austria on the 26th of July 1941.” 
 
*His Red Cross report states he was captured at Korinth on the 26th . 
 
 
From the Australian War Memorial website: 
 
In early April (1941) the 2/5th, with the rest of the 6th Division, deployed to Greece to resist the anticipated 
German invasion. For the 2/5th, the Greek campaign was essentially one long withdrawal from its initial 
defensive positions at Kalabaka (occupied on 14 April) to the port of Kalamata, from which it was 
evacuated on 27 April. A party of approximately 50 transport drivers were left behind in Greece and 
became prisoners. A similar sized group landed on Crete and, after fighting with the 17th Brigade 
Composite Battalion, also suffered the same fate. 
 
From: Australia in the War of 1939–1945. Series 1 – Army - Volume Vol2 
Volume II – Greece, Crete and Syria (1st edition, 1953) 
Chap 7 Embarkation from Greece 
 
The detachment sent on 23rd April to guard the left flank - 2/5th Battalion, one troop 2/1st Field Regiment, 
and a depleted company of the 2/1st Machine Gun Battalion - had arrived at Megara on the 25th but, 
finding that no arrangements had been made to embark his force there, Lieut-Colonel King pushed on to 
join his own brigade, which he did at Miloi that afternoon. One company of the 2/5th had been left to cover 
a demolition near Delphi and followed the battalion at a distance. A man in this company wrote an account 
of its withdrawal: 
 
“The movement from then on was blind; we proceeded on, asking M.P's for the embarkation beach; they 
sent us on. We arrived at Corinth and met members of the 2/6th Battalion, who sent us on . We refuelled 
there as we were told that we had a further 30 miles to go . . . We arrived at Argos ; again we were sent 
on. By this time we moved as controlled; we had no idea where we were going or where the battalion was 
in position. We arrived at Tripolis at approximately 0600 hours and were again told to go on. By this time 
we were in convoy of mixed troops. We met officers from other units, but they could give us no 
information. They did not know where they were going. We continued on the road and occasionally met 
M.P's who sent us on. The Greeks at various villages were wonderfully kind and gave us bread, fruit and 
water. At approximately 1100 hours, 26th April, we arrived at a village eight miles from Kalamata . . . . We 
were told that the 2/5th Battalion was at Kalamata.”  (This isolated company was pursuing Allen Group - 
the largest single force now moving south - which had arrived at Miloi from Eleusis early on 25th April and 
again dispersed for the day. 
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AWM: 044635: Kalabaka Greece 1941 (defended by the 2/5th Bn) – 

a view of the town in the foothills west of Trikkala (Donor R. McNicoll) 

 

 
 

John Gemmell (an ex- 2/5th Infantryman) planting a gum tree at a ceremony 

in Kozani to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Battle of Greece and Crete, 

1981, photograph courtesy of John Gemmell. 

 

 


