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PRE-GREECE 
 

Sergeant W D R Tudor, Royal Corps of Signals 
 

 
Ron’s Personal Record – from his daughter: 
 
23 Feb 1937  Enlisted in Cheshire Yeomanry Corps of Hussars  
1 Sep 39 – 27 Dec 39  Embodied (in UK) 
28 Dec 39 – 28 Apr 41  Palestine and Greece 
12 Oct 40   posted to Cipher Section, GHQ M/E (Cairo)  
6 Nov 40   Appointed A/Sergeant 
10 Nov 40   SORS GHQ ME wef 11/11/1940.  Inoceeded? (inducted?) in special duty 
 
During this period the Cheshire Yeomanry was disbanded and he was appointed to the Royal Signals. 

 
 
From britishempire.co.uk: 

 

 

David Eric Williams MBE TD 

 

Lieutenant-Colonel D E Williams commanded the Cheshire 

Yeomanry during World War Two. In this photo he is the 

officer seated in the middle smoking a pipe, with 

Lieutenant-Colonel W G Cannon on the right of the photo 

and the Adjutant of the Cheshire Yeomanry on the left. The 

photo was taken at Affula, Palestine in 1941 before the 

advance into Syria. The Army List of January 1937 lists D 

E Williams MBE as the senior major of the Cheshire 

Yeomanry having attained his majority on 8 May 1930. 
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During the Second World War, the regiment was part of the 6th Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division and 
remained mounted until 1942, seeing action in Palestine, Syria and the Lebanon. As one of the last regiments 
of the British Army to fight on horseback, the Cheshire Yeomanry found it particularly painful to lose its 
mounts and to re-role as a Signals Regiment, when its title changed in 1942 to the 5th Line of 
Communications Signals Regiment. After leaving the Middle East, the regiment was redesignated the 17th 
Line of Communication Signals Regiment (Cheshire Yeomanry) for service in North-West Europe.  

 

 

 

 
 

Men of the Cheshire Yeomanry saddle up for another day in Palestine prior to the advance into Syria. 

 

 

 
 

The Cheshire Yeomanry patrolling on horseback at Marjuyan in Syria, 16 June 1941. 
 

 
Archivist’s Note:    Another short-lived Cheshire Yeomanry career from the BBC archives: 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/6th_Cavalry_Brigade_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Cavalry_Division_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestine_(region)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/
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The Beginning: A Soldier in the Royal Engineers 

by Douglas lyme 

 
You are browsing in: 
Archive List > British Army 
Archive List > United Kingdom > Somerset 
Archive List > World > Italy 
 
 
Contributed by  

Douglaslyme 
People in story:  

Douglas Whybrow 
Location of story:  

UK and Sicily 
Background to story:  

Army 
Article ID:  

A2330687 
Contributed on:  

22 February 2004 

From: Douglas Whybrow, Lyme Regis, Dorset DT7 

 

“In 1937 I had a friend, he was two years older, and we had ambitions like 

many young men at that time to become pilots in the RAF, but they were 

greatly oversubscribed at that time. With much talk of war, in a burst of 

patriotism we decided to join the Cheshire Yeomanry and we enlisted on 9th 

November that year. I was only fifteen but put my age up to seventeen; it was 

not questioned. 

 

We trained with horses at summer camp for two weeks in 1938 and 1939, then 

on 31st August 1939 we were mobilised (and handed in our sabres for 

sharpening!), and 3rd September assembled to hear the declaration of war at 

1100. The regiment was to be shipped immediately to Palestine, with horses, 

and those under the age of eighteen were to be dispersed to various units 

along with those who were over the age limit, forty-six I believe. It was not 

uncommon for men who reached the compulsory retirement age to wait six 

months and then apply to join with a fictitious age, they were always accepted. 

On 5th September three of us were us were put on a train with orders to report 

to the Embarkation Commandant, Avonmouth. We travelled in our correct — 

our only - uniform: Breeches, puttees, boots and spurs, with highly polished 

bandoliers, and in the absence of our sabres, carrying whips. The embarkation 

staff were just organizing themselves in the old railway station on the South 

Pier - the station had been built to serve the passenger traffic on Fyffes banana 

boats, and apart from the sand-filled corrugated-iron blast wall that had been 

erected around it, it was a fully-equipped station in miniature. We eventually 

found someone to take an interest in us, and our unlikely apparel caused so 

much amusement to two regular RASC clerks that they nearly fell off their 
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flimsy folding chairs as tears of disbelieving laughter dropped on to the 

regulation blanketed trestle table. They promptly sent us to the end of the South 

pier convinced that such a show of military strength must be reinforcement for 

the regiment guarding the harbour entrance with Lewis guns. 

 

We were firmly rejected and it was quickly discovered that we were to join the 

embarkation staff and assist in the dispatch of the BEF to France to a plan 

called the W4 plan. (That was something that came into my life in an unlikely 

way when I was posted to the war office eight years later)” – but that’s another 

story.. 

   
 


