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PRE-GREECE 

 

Gunner Sidney MacKelworth, 13 LAA Regiment, RA 

 

Summary 

 

Sidney Charles (Mac) MacKelworth (Army Service Number 902668) joined the Territorial Army in 

Dagenham, Essex,  He either chose or was allocated to the 13th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment of the Royal 

Artillery based in Hillsborough, Sheffield.  After initial training his Regiment was convoyed out to Egypt 

and he subsequently served in North Africa before his deployment to Greece and Crete.   

 

 

 

13 LAA Regiment RA (TA) – possibly Summer Camp 1940? 

 

 

From Miscellaneous Sources 

 

1    From “Sheffield at War”: 

http://www.sfbhistory.org.uk/Pages/SheffieldatWar/Page07/Page07h.html 

(slightly edited by Archivist) 

 

“The 13th LAA Regiment RA (TA) was raised in 1938 by Lt-Colonel (later Brigadier) Malcolm Fisher.  It 

was a new unit and at first contained only two Batteries, 37 and 38 (122 Battery being added in August—

September, 1939).  The first year of the war was uneventful, but in October, 1940, the Regiment sailed for 

the Middle East.  On the first day out from the Clyde the ship that contained 122 Battery (SS Oronsay) 

was attacked by enemy aircraft, was damaged, and had to put back to port; the remainder continued the 

voyage and concentrated in Egypt.  Almost at once the Regiment was split up, and the Batteries operated 

independently. 

 

In the meantime 122 Battery, under Major R. G. Burnell, sailed again for Egypt and thence for Greece. 

They were for a time in the Larissa and Mount Polion areas, and when the Germans attacked, took part in 

the fighting withdrawal through Thermopylae to Corinth and Argos”. 

http://www.sfbhistory.org.uk/Pages/SheffieldatWar/Page07/Page07h.html
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2    From WW2Talk: 

 

“122nd Battery had arrived in Piraeus, Greece in early December”.  

 

3    From Mac’s son: 

 

“Dad left for Egypt from the Clyde on MV Georgic – weather was bad on way to Cape (of Good Hope) and 

not suffering from seasickness, he spent most of the journey in the dummy funnel manning the Bofors 

(anti-aircraft gun).” 

 

However . . .  Norman Davison, who was with 37 Bty and also went up into dummy funnel of MV Georgic 

states in his autobiographical ‘In the prison of his days’ that the AA gun was not a Bofors but a “fixed Bren 

on a tripod in the dummy funnel with a 3-man gun crew.”. 

 

Archivist’s Note: Item 3 affirms (despite the minor confusion about the gun type) that ‘Mac’ had 

sailed out to Egypt on MV Georgic, either as a member of HQ, 37 Battery or 38 Battery at that time. 

 

4    From WW2Talk again: 

13th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, R.A. (T.A.) 

HQ, 37th, 38th Btys: Hillsborough, Sheffield 6 

122nd Bty: Raised 3 September 1939 as a mobile battery 

 

The regiment was serving under command of 57th AA Brigade at the outbreak of war. It was sent to Egypt 

in September 1940 (departed the Clyde 7:10;40) and arrived there (temporary Transit Camp?) on 20 

November 1940. On arrival it took 155th Light AA Battery (52nd Light AA Regiment) under command to 

replace 122nd Battery, which was sent to Greece. The regiment moved to Mersa Matruh on 30 November 

1940 with 37th and 155th Batteries. 

 

37 & 38 Btys 

During the attack on Italian forces in Egypt, which started on 9 December 1940, 37th Battery joined HQ 

2nd Heavy AA Regiment for mobile operations to replace 20th Heavy AA Battery, which returned to 

Alexandria for operations in Greece. On 16 December 1940, the regiment came under command of 7th 

Armoured Division with 37th Battery providing AA protection for the Advanced Divisional HQ. 1st Light AA 

Battery also joined the division until 38th Battery arrived on 31 December to relieve it. 1st Light AA Battery 

came under command of the regiment on 28 December 1940, when 2nd Heavy AA Regiment returned to 

Cairo. The regiment reached Tobruk on 1 February 1941 and then arrived at Derna on the 19th. 

 

The regiment was engaged in the withdrawal to Tobruk in early April 1941. It then withdrew into Tobruk as 

part of 4th AA Brigade with its own 37th and 38th Batteries and 39th Battery of 14th Light AA Regiment 

along with 1st Light AA Battery attached. Later in Tobruk it commanded 152nd/51st, 153rd/51st, 40th and 

1st Light AA Batteries. 37th and 38th Batteries of the regiment were withdrawn from Tobruk and in 

October 1941 were located in Egypt in the area of the Canal and Alexandria under 2nd AA Brigade. 

 

122 Bty 

 

122nd Battery had arrived in Piraeus, Greece in early December. On 13 April, the battery was defending 

Volos harbour. It next moved to Lamia to cover the road to Larrissa and from there to Argos airfield. Some 

of its guns defended the bridge over the Cornith Canal. These men were captured, but another four 

officers and 126 men escaped to Suda Bay, Crete on 27 April. (Due) Throughout the attack on Crete the 

battery acted as infantry in the Suda-Canea sector. 
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5    From Mac’s son again: 

 “I know Dad played bridge and as a lowly Gunner was asked to make up a four with the senior officers 

when they were one short.  He also told of the time the Colonel told him to jump into a Scammell Tank 

Transporter with a Tank on board and drive to Alexandria. When Dad asked “How do I stop it?”, the 

Colonel said “Don’t worry, everything will get out of your way!”  

 

 

 
The Scammell Pioneer heavy tank transporter referred to above 

(Note:  the ‘Scammell incident’ could have been before or after the Greek Campaign). 

  

“37 Battery, commanded by Major A. O'Connor Fenton, took part in Wavell's triumphant offensive which 

drove the Italian Army from Sidi Barrani to Benghazi and there destroyed it. Operating in turn with the 4th 

Indian, 7th Armoured, and 6th Australian Divisions, this Battery took part in all the Battles of this 

campaign. After a short spell at Benghazi, they moved up to El Agheila, whence they withdrew, together 

with the rest of the forces, in face of Rommel's first counter-offensive. At Fort Mekili, Battery H.Q. and one 

Troop were surrounded and captured, but the rest of the Battery, under Major W. H. Olivier, withdrew 

through Tobruk to the frontier area, and were organized into "Jock" columns under Brigadiers Gott and 

Campbell. 

  

Meanwhile, 38 Battery, under Major T. N. Boddy, armed with Italian 20 mm. guns, had manned the A.A. 

defences of Tobruk and Derna. In March the Battery was withdrawn to Sollum, one Troop being left for a 

time in Tobruk, and being twice sunk before it was successfully withdrawn by sea to the Nile Delta. 

 

Regimental H.Q. were also in Tobruk, and remained there until August 1941, controlling the A.A. defences 

of the fortress so successfully that some 70 enemy aircraft were shot down inside the perimeter during 

that period. They too were then withdrawn to the Nile delta, and in February, 1942, once more assumed 

control of 37 and 38 Batteries.” 

 

6 From World War 2 at Sea: 

  

 

ROUTE TO THE EAST - the WS (Winston’s Special) CONVOYS 

by the late Arnold Hague, Lieutenant Commander, RNR (Rtd) (c) 2007 

  

WS 3B FAST 

 

  This convoy sailed from Liverpool and the Clyde on 7.10.40, the latter section being attacked by aircraft 

shortly after sailing, with the result that ORONSAY received near miss damage which required her to return 

to the Clyde. The combined convoy thereafter comprised: 
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CAPETOWN CASTLE 

DUCHESS OF YORK 

GEORGIC 

  

MONARCH OF BERMUDA 

ORONTES 

WINCHESTER CASTLE 

  

Local A/S escort was provided by destroyers DOUGLAS and ST LAURENT from Liverpool and ACTIVE and 

OTTAWA from the Clyde. On 8.10 the destroyers ACHATES, ARROW, SABRE and VIMY joined from the 

Clyde with the cruiser KENYA as the ocean escort. 

 The Liverpool and Clyde sections made their rendezvous at noon on 12.10 when the destroyer escort 

departed leaving KENYA to take the convoy on to Freetown where it arrived safely on 18.10. 

 On 20.10 the convoy sailed from Freetown with the cruiser DORSETSHIRE as escort to Capetown, arriving 

there 28.10. 

 On 30.10, one day later than WS 3A Slow, DUCHESS OF YORK, GEORGIC, MONARCH OF BERMUDA 

and ORONTES sailed from Capetown escorted by DORSETSHIRE and made RV with the Slow convoy on 

3.11 to form convoy WS 3. 

WS 3 

  The combined convoy formed by the rendezvous was organised as follows: 

 PRIVATE 11 

MONARCH OF BERMUDA 

  

21 

ORONTES 

(Commodore) 

  

31 

GEORGIC 

  

12 

DORSET 

  

22 

PERTHSHIRE 

  

32 

DUCHESS OF YORK 

13 

HIGHLAND BRIGADE 

  

23 

PORT CHALMERS 

  

33 

OROPESA 

(Vice Commodore) 

  

14 

KHEDIVE ISMAIL 

  

24 

ERINPURA 

  

  

  

DORSETSHIRE and CARTHAGE formed the escort for the convoy. 

On 7.11 ERINPURA and KHEDIVE ISMAIL detached, escorted by CARTHAGE, and proceeded to 

Mombasa. 

 On 12.11, off Aden, the cruiser CALEDON detached DUCHESS OF YORK and GEORGIC and escorted 

them into harbour where they landed some of their troops. On completion CALEDON and the destroyer 

KIMBERLEY escorted both ships to overtake and rejoin the convoy. Meanwhile, the cruiser CARLISLE had 

brought out the freighter CITY OF LILLE from Aden to join the convoy. 

 The sloops AUCKLAND and PARRAMATTA also joined the convoy 12.11 as AA escort for the Red Sea 

passage, on 14.11 CARLISLE and DORSETSHIRE detached to return to Aden, and the convoy arrived at 

Suez 16.11. 

http://naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-06CA-Dorsetshire.htm
http://naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-06CA-Dorsetshire.htm
http://naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-06CL-Caledon.htm
http://naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-06CL-Carlisle.htm
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MV Georgic in her pre-war pride 

 

As a troopship - bombed in Suez Bay, 14 June 1941 

(she was subsequently salvaged and restored to service) 

 

Assumptions regarding Mac’s first stint in the North African Desert 

1 As Mac referred to Sidi Barani in discussion with his son, then it would probably have been in the 

context of the famous Battle which took place 9-11 Dec 1940, soon after 13 LAA Regt had arrived and 

deployed in Egypt.  By this date we know from Regimental records that 37 Bty was involved in the action, 

along with 155 Bty of 52nd LAA Regt, borrowed to replace the errant 122 Bty (now in or on its way to 

Greece). 

So it looks reasonable to assume that Mac was initially with 37 Bty and fought at the battle for Sidi Barani.  

However, after a “professional disagreement with his superior officer” regarding the exposed positioning of 

the Battery, he was summarily transferred 'out of harm's way' to 122 Bty in Greece, possibly to avoid a 

Court Martial threat.  This could have been as early as mid-Dec 1940, or possibly a bit later. 

 

2 122 Bty were not long delayed by returning to the Clyde post-bombing of SS Oronsay and arrived 

in Greece in early December 1940.     
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Photographs believed to have been supplied by Jack Beech’s son in New Zealand: 

 

          

Mac’s buddie Bdr     Jack in Egypt (presumably with Mac) Boys with motorbikes – Jack & Mac? 

Jack Beech RA at 

the start of the war 

 

    

Unidentified colleagues – apparently in the desert, possibly Egypt pre-Greece 

 

      

Another un-named friend and a whole football team (RA judging by the shape of the one 

visible Army cap badge – could it be 37 Bty United?) with several young local supporters 


