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PRE-GREECE 
 

Major Miles Belfrage Reid MC MBE, Royal Corps of Signals 
 
 

 
 
First World War 
 
“He matriculated for Pembroke College Cambridge in 1914 but didn't take his place due to the outbreak of war.  
Instead, in 1914, he took the examination for commissions into the Royal Engineers passing out 9th in training at 
Aldershot and was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers on the 5th of September 1914. He 
landed at Gallipoli on the 22nd of July 1915 but was wounded and invalided home and was then posted to the Signal 
Depot at Dunstable.  
 
He was awarded the Military Cross for operations during the Battle of the Somme which was announced in the 
London Gazette of the 16th of November 1916 and the citation read:- 
 
"For conspicuous gallantry during operations. He directed the work of linesmen under heavy shell fire, and by his 
energy and fine example, maintained communications during a critical period." 
 
He was mentioned in Field Marshall Haig's despatches of the 7th of April 1918 "for gallant and distinguished service 
in the field." He was promoted to Acting Lieutenant Colonel and was reputedly the youngest Lieutenant Colonel in the 
British Army. 
 
Second World War 
 
When World War Two broke out, although he was over age, he was commissioned as Lieutenant 119433 on the 
General List on the 17th of February 1940. He used his influence to pull some strings and was made part of 
"Phantom", a group of multilingual officers who acted as liaison between generals of the French and British armies. 
From the 11th to the 27th of May 1940 Miles Reid acted as Liaison Officer between Lord Gort at British GHQ, and the 
First French Army. He escaped at Dunkirk and was then sent to Greece to do a similar liaison job.“ 
 
 
 
 
“Phantom” 
 
From Wikipedia: 
 
GHQ Liaison Regiment (known as Phantom) was a special reconnaissance unit first formed in 1939 during the early 
stages of World War II. The regiment's headquarters were at The Richmond Hill Hotel in Richmond, Surrey.  Its base 
(including the officers' mess and billet) was at Pembroke Lodge, a Georgian house in Richmond Park, London 

It had its origins as the No 3 British Air Mission in France in 1939. Moving with the Belgian General Staff, its role was 
to report back information about the Allied forward positions from Belgian GHQ to the Advanced Air Striking Force HQ 
so as to pinpoint the changing locations of "bomb lines". These were the battle areas not occupied by Allied troops, 
and therefore suitable targets for bombs and shells.[3] 

In November 1939, Lt-Col George Frederick ‘Hoppy’ Hopkinson was sent as a military observer to the No 3 British Air 
Mission and subsequently changed the method of operations to focus upon greater use of wireless communications 
and mobility to provide real-time assessment from the front line. The collective codename for these missions was 
classified by themselves as ‘Phantom’, which later became an official designation. 

After the Dunkirk evacuation, the unit was re-formed as No 1 GHQ Reconnaissance Unit. As such, it was intended to 
have a key intelligence role following any Nazi invasion of Britain.  In January 1941, the Reconnaissance Corps was 
established and Phantom was reclassified as GHQ Liaison Regiment to avoid confusion. Phantom recruited men with 
various skill-sets – linguists, drivers and mechanics – and undertook rigorous training in wireless communication and 
cipher. 
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From “Last on the List” – a Distillation 
 
Miles Reid’s Greek Campaign 
 
 
15 Nov 1940 Sailed from Liverpool for Middle East in the ex-Cunard liner (now HM Troopship) Franconia, in 

company of escort light cruiser HMS Manchester. 
 

     
 

  RMS Franconia      HMS Manchester 
 
25 Nov 1940 Arrived Gibraltar.  Half GHQ Liaison Regt transferred to HMS Manchester, remainder to sister ship 

HMS Southampton. 
26 Nov 1940 Departed Gibraltar for Alexandria in HMS Manchester, accompanied by HMS Sheffield and other 

convoy vessels.  Vehicles & equipment followed in “Andorra Star”. 
27 Nov 1940 Engaged Italian Fleet in what became known as the Battle of Spartivento.  Result indecisive. 
 
Battle of Spartivento: 

       
 

Italian cruiser Balzano under attack    HMS Ark Rpyal under aerial attack, 
photographed from HMS Southampton 

 
 
28 Nov 1940 Arrived Malta 
30 Nov 1940 Arrived Alexandria 
 

 


