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PRE-GREECE 
 

Bombardier ‘Jack’ Swinnerton, 106th Regt RHA (Lancashire Hussars) 
 

 
Photographs of and by Jack Swinnerton supplied by his son Geoff. 
 

1939 – England 
 
 

                    
 
                  Jack in his “Best Uniform”    At camp in Derbyshire 
 
 

     
 

More at the “First Camp, Derbyshire” 

 
 

Archivist’s Note:  The above photographs must have been taken before 11th November of 1939 as Jack is 
still a Lance Bombardier.  Judging by the ‘shirt sleeve order’ of some of the men in the group shot, and the 
foliage on the bushes behind, the suggestion is that this is probably a TA Summer Camp. 
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1940 - England 
 

              
 

 “Just prior to going to Africa”   “With his nephew prior to leaving for 
  Africa outside his parent’s house” 

 
Archivist’s Note:   Jack’s Regiment was actually going to spend several months in Palestine before 
eventually “going to Africa”. 
 

1940 – Palestine 
 

   
 
           Wailing Wall, Jerusalem             Parade somewhere in Palestine 
 
To Egypt via Palestine 
 
The following timeline is based on the known recorded movements of author Douglas Arthur as related in 
his book “Desert Watch” about his experiences with 106th Lancashire Hussars (lent to me by Peter Moss, 
whose father Frank went out with the 106th and was killed in the evacuation from Greece). 
 
1940 106th attached to 1st Cavalry Division 

Note – the majority of 1st Cav Div had gone out to Palestine in January 1940.  The 4th 
Cavalry Brigade (part of 1st Cavalry Division) sailed on 8th Feb. 
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08 Feb Arrived Southampton by train 0630 and embarked on SS Duke of York (LMS Railway 
Irish Sea passenger steamer) 

 
09 Feb  Arrived Cherbourg 0730 - transfer to train 

 

 
 

SS Duke of York 
 

11 Feb Arrive Marseilles 0730, embark in troopships HMT Devonshire and sister ship 
HMT Dilwara 

 

 
 

HMT Devonshire 

 

HMT Dilwara 
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Dilwara - twice daily drills at lifeboat stations – including Jack 
 

 
 

Dilwara troops’ mess-deck 

14 Feb  Depart Marseilles - reputedly last convoy through Mediterranean 

21 Feb  Arrive Haifa, Palestine 0700 

23 Feb  Installed in tented camp at Gedera, 20 miles west of Jerusalem (4d a day   
  Colonial Pay) 
 
From Desert Watch: 
 
“Now Palestine at that time was still in the throes of what was really civil war between the Palestinians and 
the Jewish Settlers, and the Palestinians and the British, and the Jewish Settlers and the British, and 
sometimes the Palestinians and Jewish Settlers together, against the British. I was never quite sure who 
was fighting whom, and who to trust, because on the surface everybody seemed to be so friendly. 
However, terrorist atrocities of all kinds were still taking place when we arrived at Gedera, and one of the 
first cautionary instructions we received was to always go to the latrines in pairs after dark. Apparently, 
terrorists had been known to make bizarre attacks on soldiers sitting in the bog minding their own 
business, by opening the door at the rear, and, after previously taking out the bucket, smartly removing 
the unsuspecting soldier's appendages with a long sharp knife. 
 
Nothing of that nature ever happened to any of the 106th during the four weeks we were at Gedera, but it 
was surprising how the whole of the Regiment became constipated after the sun went down.” 
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27 Mar  Move to Az Zib (10 miles north of Haifa).  Weekend leave in Tel Aviv 
 
20 Apr  Move to Haifa, attached to 1st Cav Divn, billeted in Mount Carmel.  Swim at Bat   
  Galin beach. 
  Other Cav Units at Tiberius (Galilee), Bethlehem and Nazareth. 
  British-manned Palestinian Police Force canteen in Haifa popular with troops. 
 
Late July Move to Egypt - Mena tented camp near Cairo 
 
Again from Desert Watch: 
 
“We disembarked (at Cairo railway station) and were immediately accosted, almost overwhelmed, by 
dozens of noisy, energetic, scruffy-looking urchins offering to carry our kit-bags, or even our rifles, to the 
waiting transport outside, in return for a couple of coppers of 'baksheesh'. Many were selling trinkets and 
souvenirs, all kinds of foodstuffs and soft drinks, grubby looking cakes and lemonade, fruit and orange 
juice, hot drinks and a variety of strange looking nuts, Turkish delight, and the even stranger looking fresh 
figs. All sold from flat trays suspended by a cord around the back of the neck of the very young street 
beggars. One or two, for a very small sum, even offered to introduce us to their big sister or even their 
ageing mother. They swarmed over the station platform with cupped hands outstretched shouting, 
"Baksheesh, baksheesh." "Eggs-a-bread, eggs-a-bread," or, "Dirty books, dirty Egyptian books and 
photos, made in Germany, very cheap, very cheap." They wouldn't take "no" for an answer and were deaf 
to "get lost," or the blunt Scotland Road "piss off," and would not be put off until the Military Police went 
among them with long thin canes and beat them away.” 
 

 
 

Mena Camp 
 
 
From Wikipedia: 

106th (Lancashire Hussars) Regiment, RHA 

At the start of the Second World War, the hussars comprised 423rd and 424th Batteries, based in 
Liverpool.  By November 1939, it was part of the UK-based 1st Cavalry Division and was equipped with 
4.5 inch Howitzers (424 Bty) and 18 pounder Field Guns (423 Bty).  In January ( and/or February) 1940, 
the regiment moved to Palestine.  Later that year, it was renamed the 106th Regiment Royal Horse 
Artillery. 
  
It moved to North Africa in August 1940, after serving in Crete, by which time 424 Bty had become No. 1 
and No. 2 Batteries (Anti-tank) and 423 Bty had become No. 3 and No. 4 Batteries (Anti-aircraft), known 
as 1/106 Bty, 1/102, Bty, etc. The former two were equipped with Bofors 37mm anti-tank guns on Portees, 
and the latter two with captured Italian 20mm Breda Model 35 AA/AT guns.  Each new battery consisted 
of only two troops, A and B (No. 1 Bty), C and D (No. 2 Bty), E and F (No. 3 Bty) and G and H (No.4 Bty). 
It served with the 7th Armoured Division during many of the early battles in North Africa. 
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At the end of February 1941, the regiment was advised that it was to become a Light Anti-Aircraft (L.A.A) 
regiment of just three batteries (comprising 36 x 20mm Breda guns and was then later known as 106th 
Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, RA (Lancashire Hussars). 
 

 
 

Typical 20mm Bofors gun arrangement mounted on 15cwt Morris chassis (Portee) 
 

 

1940-1941 Egypt 
 
 

      
 

In the desert and in the town – Jack with friends various 
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          Posting a letter home?                        More friends – Jack in fez 
 

    
 
   Combined operation (and                  Git your ‘air cut!  Barber’s Shop, Egypt 
       thereby shared cost) 
 

     
 

    

Archivist’s Note:  The sailor in  
the white cap, above, is from 
HMS Barham.  She arrived in 
the Med in Nov 1940.  On 25  
Nov 1941 she was torpedoed  
by U-331 and sank rapidly with 
the loss of 841 out of her  total 
complement of 1184.  What was 
the fate of that sailor, I wonder? 
 

         HMS Barham 
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From “World War Two Day by Day” website: 
 
“March 6, 1941 
 
Operation Lustre. 
British cruisers HMS York, HMS Bonaventure and HMS Gloucester leave Alexandria, Egypt, carrying 
troops to Piraeus, Greece (arriving March 7).  Separately, freighters Clan Macauley and Cingalese leave 
Alexandria carrying tanks and equipment, escorted by destroyers HMS Nubian, HMS Mohawk and HMS 
Wryneck . . . (arriving Piraeus March 8).  This pattern of troops on fast warships and freight carried by 
escorted steamers will be repeated every 3 days”. 
 
Archivist’s Note:  By way of example, below are shown one of the warships (generally carrying the men) 
and one of the freighters (generally carrying their equipment and vehicles) that were part of the first 
convoy of Operation Lustre on March 6th 1941 from Alexandria to Piraeus.  Now there was no turning 
back – from Churchill down. 

 

 
 

HMS Bonaventure, October 1940 
 

 
 

Clan Macaulay 
 


