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PRE-GREECE 
 

Private Eric Salmon, 2/6 Battalion, AIF 
 

From Wikipedia (ref 2/6 Battalion): 
 

Formation and training 

 

 

Soldiers from the 2/6th on Bren Carriers in Egypt, October 1940 

 

The 2/6th Battalion was raised at the Royal Melbourne Showgrounds on 25 October 1939, as part of the 
all-volunteer Second Australian Imperial Force, which was raised for overseas service at the start of the 
war. The battalion's motto was "Nothing over us", which it adopted due to a popular Coles advertising 
slogan of the time which used the words "Nothing over 2/6" (meaning 2 shillings & sixpence, in the old 
money). The colours chosen for the battalion's unit colour patch (UCP) were the same as those of the 6th 
Battalion, a unit which had served during World War I before being raised as a Militia formation in 1921. 
These colours were purple over red, in a horizontal rectangular shape, although a border of gray was 
added to the UCP to distinguish the battalion from its Militia counterpart.  

In early November, after it had started concentration, the battalion – consisting at that stage of just a 
small cadre force of officers and non-commissioned officers drawn mainly from several Militia units 
including the 14th, the 23rd/21st, the 29th, and the 46th Battalions – was moved to Puckapunyal, Victoria. 
While there, it received a number of drafts of recruits and was brought up to strength. With an authorised 
strength of around 900 personnel, like other Australian infantry battalions of the time, the battalion was 
formed around a nucleus of four rifle companies – designated 'A' through to 'D' – each consisting of 
three platoons.  

A short period of rudimentary training followed under the tutelage of members of the Australian 
Instructional Corps. This was completed by April 1940, and that month the battalion – under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Godfrey, a First World War veteran who had previously commanded the 
23rd/21st Battalion – embarked for the Middle East on the transport ship Neuralia, departing from Port 
Melbourne and sailing via Fremantle, Colombo, Aden and the Suez Canal. At this time it was attached to 
the 17th Brigade, which was assigned to the 6th Division. Recruited from Victoria – although at various 
times the battalion's composition was boosted by recruits from other states – the 17th also consisted of 
the 2/5th, 2/7th and 2/8th Battalions.  
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Middle East 

Upon their arrival in mid-May, the battalion established itself around Beit Jirja, and completed its training 
at various locations in Palestine and Egypt. In early January 1941, the 6th Division was committed to the 
fighting in Libya, and the 2/6th took part in the first action of the war by Australian ground forces, 
the Battle of Bardia, during which they fought against Italian forces. The battalion's involvement in the 
battle was meant to be limited to creating a diversion for the main attack, but in the end proved to be its 
most costly, resulting in 22 killed and 51 wounded. 

This was followed by further actions around Tobruk later in the month, attacking across the Bardia–Tobruk 
road towards the harbour through Wadi ed Delia during the 6th Division's assault. Afterwards, the 2/6th 
was transported to El Gazala, 45 miles (72 km) west of Torbuk, where they continued the advance 
to Derna and beyond in late January, advancing on a two-company front during which they clashed briefly 
with Italians from the 86th Regiment, capturing over 400. In February, the 2/6th detached personnel to 
garrison the towns of Barce and Benghazi  before moving to Mersa Matruh, where they received new 
equipment, in late March 1941. Casualties during this period were 24 dead and 75 wounded.  
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