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FOREWORD 
 

Major Miles Belfrage Reid MC MBE, Royal Engineers 
 

 
Roll of Honour 
 

 
 

Lieutenant Colonel Miles Belfrage REID MC KM 

Signal Company, Royal Engineers  
 
Date of birth: 5th May 1896 
Date of death: 6th October 1984 

 
Died aged 88 
Buried at St James' Church, Heyshott 

 

 
Obituary 
 
“Miles Belfrage Reid was born at Dorking on the 5th of May 1896 the fourth son of Russell Belfrage Reid, a retired tea 
planter, and Margaret Laura (nee Willett) Reid of 30 Dene Street, Dorking in Surrey.  
 
He was educated at Hazelwood until April 1906 before going on to a larger Preparatory School with his brother 
Graham.  
 
He went on to the Royal Naval College Osborne where he studied for two years before attending the Royal Naval 
College Dartmouth where he was a member of the Rugby XV in 1911. In his third term at Dartmouth, in 1912, he 
received the King's Medal from Admiral the Hon Sir Heworth Meux in a ceremony which took place on the quarter 
deck before all the officers and cadets. "For gentlemanly bearing and good influence among comrades during his 
period of service at the College". While he was at Dartmouth he acted as mentor to Prince Albert (later George VI), 
beginning a friendship which would last until the King's death.  
 
He visited Germany in 1912 as his father thought he should learn German. While he was there he watched the turning 
out of the guard at the Kaiser's Palace and was much impressed by their precision. In 1913 he won the Chief Cadets 
Captain's Award which takes the form of a ceremonial dirk. The dirk was engraved with his name, the date and "RN 
College Dartmouth and HMS Cumberland." He was appointed as a Midshipman in the Royal Navy on the 15th of 
September 1913 but he left the service due to seasickness. 
 
He matriculated for Pembroke College Cambridge in 1914 but didn't take his place due to the outbreak of war.   
 
Archivist’s Note 1:  This part of Miles’ obituary relating to his military service in the Great War and in the Second 
World War prior to Greece is moved to Part 2 of this Archive, titled “Pre- Greece”. 
 
He was married to Frances Winnifred (nee Hill) on February the 9th 1918 at the Sackville College Chapel, East 
Grinstead and they had two sons, John Willett, born on the 13th of November 1918, and David Benedict Russell, born 
on the 31st of October 1920. They lived at Hoyle Farm, Heyshott near Midhurst in Sussex.  
 
In early 1920 he went to Alexandria in Egypt to work for the engineering firm of Messrs Mather and Platt of 
Manchester but left them in 1925 becoming involved with a fledgling company called Colas that made a bitumen 
product which was used in building Germanyï¿½s autobahns. 
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Archivist’s Note 2  This part of Miles’ obituary relating to his military service in the Second World War in Greece is 
moved to Part 3 of this Archive, titled “Greek Campaign””. 
 
Archivist’s Note 3:  This part of Miles’ obituary relating to his military service in the Second World War in Germany as 
a Prisoner of War is moved to Part 4 of this Archive, titled “Post-Greece””. 
 
On the 14th of April 1956 he was appointed as Deputy Lieutenant of the County of Sussex; he was also a Justice of 
the Peace and lived at River House, Petworth in Sussex. He continued to work in industry after the war and was with 
Mobil from 1951 to 1960, possibly as a director. Very sadly, his wife died of cancer on the 4th of February 1954; he 
never remarried. 
 
He was the author of three books:- 
"Age Cannot Wither" (Hutchinson, undated but 1944 or 1945) which was a novel written while he was a POW in 
Spanenberg. "Last on the List" ( Leo Cooper, 1974) deals with his part in Phantom from early days in France up to his 
capture in Greece. It was also largely written whilst he was a prisoner. "Into Colditz" (Michael Russell, 1983)  follows 
the story on from his capture in Greece to his return home from Colditz. “ 
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