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FOREWORD 
 

Nursing Sister Jane Pugh TANS, 26th British General Hospital, Athens 
 

Minimally edited from David Grant’s Family History website – referring to his mother Jane: 

Jane started her nursing training on 24 March 1934, when she was 19.  Nursing was a 4 year training 
period.  She was attached to a School of Nursing (Walton Hospital Liverpool), lived in a nurses home and 
nearly all her training would have been on the wards.  They would have been overseen by SRN's, the 
Ward Sister and good old Matron.  Her nursing registration is dated 26th December 1937 (Reg no. 
91026) at Walton Hospital Liverpool, which means that this was when she finished her training and 
passed her final exams.  Certificate of membership to RCN, 21st April 1938 (Membership number 35775), 
was the point that she was officially a SRN.  Walton Hospital M614 WAL/15/1 has the nursing records, but 
I have been unable to get there to access them. 

She recalled having to nurse Sir Oswald Mosley there, and that he was a particularly unpleasant man. 
There are few public references to Mosley's stay in hospital, which is a bit surprising as Mosley's wife 
says he spent a week in the hospital.  A witness recalls “I can remember Oswald Mosley coming to 
Liverpool at the height of the Blackshirts scare but all he ended up getting was a brick thrown at his head 
as he stood by Walton Hospital."  And Mosley's wife writes "He spent a week in hospital in Liverpool when 
he was knocked unconscious by a brick hurled at him at an open-air meeting."  Another report reads "The 
Public Order Act did not bring about the end of the BUF, although it made it much more difficult to defend 
its outdoor meetings and demonstrations against left-wing attacks, which became increasingly violent: in 
1937, Mosley himself needed hospital treatment when he was hit on the head with a brick while giving a 
speech in Liverpool.". 

 

Sir Oswald Mosely inspects his British Union of Fascists “Black Shirt” 
 followers in London in the 1930s 

 
 
 


