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FOREWORD 
 

Bombardier ‘Jack’ Swinnerton, 106th Regt RHA (Lancashire Hussars) 
 

Brief Summary 
 
Jack appears to have joined the Territorial Army as a Gunner in the Royal Horse Artillery based at Shaw 
Street Barracks, Liverpool in 1934.  He was promoted to Lance Bombardier in 1938 and to Bombardier on 
11 November 1939, having been mobilised on 1 September. 
 
He probably would have sailed to Palestine to join the 1st Cavalry Division in January/February 1940, 
thence to the Western Desert in Egypt and finally over to Greece in early March 1941. 
 
After the withdrawal of the Commonwealth forces in face of the German invasion starting on 6 April, Jack 
found himself in Kalamata where he, and approximately 8,000 other troops, were surrendered into four 
years of captivity in Austria and Germany by the senior British officer present, Brigadier Leonard 
Parrington. 
 
Like most of his fellow prisoners of war from the ill-fated Greek Campaign, he was passed through holding 
camps in Corinth and Salonika where malnutrition and disease were commonplace.  Then he suffered the 
five-day nightmare train journey stuffed into cattle trucks with little food, drink, air or space until they 
arrived at Stalag XVIIID in Marberg, northern Yugoslavia, close to the border with Austria (now called 
Maribor in Slovenia).  He was registered as a Prisoner of War at the main and largest regional camp, 
Stalag XVIIIA at Wolfsberg, just over in southern Austria.  He was later transferred temporarily to the 
nearby Oflag IIIC at Spittal am der Drau (also the location of Stalags XVIIIA/Z and XVIIIB at different 
times), as were many NCOs and from there to Stalag 383 in Hohenfels in Bavaria. 
 
Fortunately he seems to have had frequent access to a camera.  Many of his photographs are reproduced 
in the following sections, along with his poignant written and sketched memoirs of life as a PoW.  They 
have been supplied by his son, to whom the Archive is greatly indebted. 
 

 
 

Jack’s own brief summary of the significant dates up to his capture 


