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PRE-GREECE 
 

Driver Bernard Cashmore, RASC 
 

Previous Service 
 

Bernard was born on 30th June 1906 in Aston, Birmingham.  As a teenager he enlisted in the Dorsetshire 

Regiment on 26th June 1925, just 5 days before his 19th birthday.  The standard engagement was 7 years 

at the Colours followed by 5 on the Reserve List. His daughter tells us that “while in the reserves he 

signed a declaration that he was willing to be attested to serve in the RASC for a period of four years 

provided His Majesty should so long require his services”. 
 
France 
 
With the clouds of war gathering over Europe, Bernard enlisted in the RASC on 3rd October 1938.  He sailed 
for France with the British Expeditionary Force on 5th September 1939, just two days after the declaration of 
war.  Eight months later massed German forces invaded Belgium and France and by the end of May the BEF 
was retreating to the beaches around Dunkirk.  Their famous rescue (codenamed Operation Dynamo) took 
place between 26th May and 6th June 1940. 
 
Few British civilians were (or indeed are) aware that tens of thousands of British and Allied soldiers were cut 
of further south in France.  The little-known main plan launched to evacuate these men was codenamed 
Operation Aerial.  It was activated between 15th and 25th June1940.  Driver Bernard Cashmore was safely 
taken off on 18th June. 
 
 

 
  

Ports utilised during the evacuation of British and Allied forces, 15–25 June 1940, 
under the codename Operation Ariel 
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Wikipedia states: 

Operation Aerial was the name given to the Second World War evacuation of Allied forces and civilians, from 
ports in western France, from 15 to 25 June 1940.  The evacuation followed the military collapse in the Battle 
of France against Nazi Germany, after Operation Dynamo, the evacuation from Dunkirk and Operation Cycle, 
an embarkation from Le Havre, which finished on 13 June.  British and Allied ships were covered from French 
bases by five Royal Air Force (RAF) fighter squadrons and assisted by aircraft based in England, to lift British, 
Polish and Czech troops, civilians and equipment from Atlantic ports, particularly from St Nazaire and Nantes. 

The Luftwaffe attacked the evacuation ships and on 17 June, evaded RAF fighter patrols and sank 
the Cunard liner and troopship HMT Lancastria in the Loire estuary.  The ship sank quickly and vessels in the 
area were still under attack during rescue operations, which saved about 2,477 passengers and crew.  The 
liner had thousands of troops, RAF personnel and civilians on board and the number of the passengers who 
died in the sinking is unknown, because in the haste to embark as many people as possible, keeping count 
broke down.  The loss of at least 3,500 people made the disaster the greatest loss of life in a British ship, 
which the British government tried to keep secret on the orders of Winston Churchill, the British Prime 
Minister. 

Some equipment was embarked on the evacuation ships but lack of reliable information about the progress of 
the German Army towards the coast, rumours and alarmist reports, led some operations to be terminated 
early and much equipment was destroyed or left behind. The official evacuation ended on 25 June, in 
conformity with the terms of the Armistice of 22 June 1940agreed by the French and German authorities. 

 

 

HMT Lancastria was sunk on 17th June – 
Bernard sailed on the 18th 

 

Egypt 

After a period of re-grouping in England, Bernard was sent out to Egypt where he served from 27th February 
to 17th March 1941.  He was then posted to Greece, presumably sailing from Alexandria to Piraeus. 
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