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POST-GREECE 
 

Lance Corporal William Payne Flint, 580th Army Troop Company, RE  
 

Relevant parts of his post-liberation PoW questionnaire are shown overleaf, but significant, interesting, 
essential and frequently hard-to-read details are highlighted here.  The original layout, (mis)spelling and 
punctuation is preserved as far as is reasonable. 
 
Liberated PoW Questionnaire (from National Archives, Kew) 
 
Stalag XVIIIA Registration Number 2955. 
 
No: 1940400 Rank:  Lance Corporal  Surname: Flint 
Christian Names: William Payne 
Unit:   580th Army Troops (sic) Coy R.E. 
Division:  7th Div 
Date of Birth:  5 – 4 - 1910 
Date of Enlistment: 17 – 7 - 40 
Civilian Profession: Carpenter & Joiner 
Private Address: 55, Strathdene Road,  Selly Oak 
   Birmingham  29. 
    
Place & Date of Original Capture: Kalamata Greece 
Wounded when Captured?  No 
Main Camps in which Imprisoned: 
  Stalag 18 A Wolfsberg,  Austria 22 – 6 – 41 July 41 

  
Working Camps: 
  Zeltweg   July  September 41  General Labouring 
  Radentheim*  Oct 41  Nov 42^  Road Construction 
  Kaponig-Obervillach** Jan 7 42^ September 44  Road Construction 
  Obervillach***  September 44 Recaterised? 10-5-45 Carpentry 
 
Note: *Radentheim = 10105/GW;  **Kaponig-Overvillach = 10196/L;  ***Obervillach = 11079/GW; 
 ^Both dates cannot be correct. 
 
Serious Illnesses:  No 
Adequate Medical Treatment: Yes 
 
 

 
 

Entrance to Stalag XVIIIA, Wolsberg 
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Lance Corporal William Flint’s PoW Questionnaire, Page 1 of 1 
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From Ian Brown’s “Stalag 18A” website: 
 

Work Camp  10105 GW 
 

Location: Radenthein 
Type of work: Forestry? 
Man of Confidence: SSM A.D. Aris, 2821? 
Number of Men: 21 approx. 

Known to be present 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

A.D. Aris SSM RAC 2821 MOC? also 139/L 

Edward H. Calver Spr RE 3069 Essex 

Gilbert T. Campion Dvr RASC 3422 also 11088/GW 

? Clark   RASC     

Augustine. G. (Gus) Curtin Gnr 1 Cps Ary 3682 Australia 

W.J. Henderson Pte RASC 2539 possible 

? Hill   RASC     

Leonard Kitching Pte   4115 New Zealand; also 11088/GW 

L.T.H. Narborough L/Cpl RAC 1198 possible; transf'd to Stalag 344 

Gordon G. Rigby   Pte 258 New Zealand; also 10030/GW 

Joseph Stafford L/Cpl CMP 2809 Derbyshire; also 11057/GW 

Sydney R.B. Willis Dvr RASC 2789 Droitwich; also 139/L, 955/GW 

Leslie Woodward Pte RASC 3098 Manchester; also 11078/GW 

  

Information and photos supplied by Matt Pooler, grandson of Sydney Willis, Ken Curtin, son of Gus Curtin, 
Patricia Rigby, granddaughter of Leslie Woodward and Harry Stafford, son of Joseph Stafford . 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc139L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11088gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11088gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10030gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11057gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc139L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc955gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/calver/calver01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/curtin/curtin01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/rigby/rigby02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/stafford/stafford02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/pooler/pooler06.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/pooler/pooler04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/pooler/pooler05.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrance/lawrance01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/rigby/rigby04.jpg
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Work Camp  10196 L 
 

Location: Kaponig 
Type of work: Road & Railway 
Man of Confidence: Unknown 
Number of Men: 24 approx. 

Known to be present 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

? Atkinson       New Zealand 

Ronnie Burmeister Pte   7668 S. Africa 

H.M. Burns Gnr 1 A/T Rg. 3792 Australia 

James Codner Dvr RE 1287 also Gmund Work Camp 

Cyril W. Cossgrove T/L/Bdr   4411 New Zealand 

T.C. (Taffy) Easter Pte RAVC 1294 also 11079/GW 

W.P. (Bill) Flint L/Cpl RE 2955 Birmingham 

Jim Gardner         

Joe Grey Pte   7552 New Zealsnd 

Archie Hamilton       Scotland 

Frank Jackson         

Harry Kaplin Cpl 7 Div. Sigs. 5216 Australia 

Kenneth William Kinnear Dvr RASC 7056   

Percy Leaf Pte RASC 7048   

Jim Mallory         

? Millar         

Iain J. Mitchell Dvr RE 1837 also Grosssolk 

Jimmy Murray         

Sid Palmer         

Fred W. Rookes Gnr RA 550   

Jock Simpson         

C.W.M. Smith         

P.M. Smith T/L/Cpl   3601 New Zealand 

Tony Thomas         

George Webster         

Ginger Williams         

Marvyn Williams         

Ernie Yates         

  

 

 

Percy Leaf 
Card with 
signatures 

Percy Leaf, Pte, RASC, was captured at Tobruk in June 1942 and spent time as a POW in Italy before being 
transferred to Austria. During the entire time of his captivity he kept a diary which eventually amounted to 15 
volumes which had to be hidden and smuggled from camp to camp. The following is an extract from that diary 
which recounts the events in early May 1945 when the war was about to end. 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wcGmund.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11079gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wcgrosssolk.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/smithlouise/smithlouise01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/brownfred/brownfred01.jpg
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7th May 1945 

There came a Frenchman with his contribution (and probably gross exaggeration for which we consider them 
famous here!) of the village rumours. Two German Cossacks invaded our sanctuaries for enquiries; then New 
Zealand's effort, in the shape of Joe Grey, fed, listened to, out and up to Aunas to sleep, followed then by the 
social function of the day, when four Russian girls walked in at about 6pm, all unannounced. Preparations for 
feeding them went on while they listened to a Russian broadcast from Berlin (for although they had been here 
so long, they have not heard a whisper of a radio for that time), and then we were somewhat amazed to find 
one of them dissolve into tears at the sounding of the Russian anthem. Cheerful dance music soon relieved 
the situation however and a dance or two put everything to rights. By 7pm the whole of the local Russian 
population was crowded into our barracks - and a high time was being had by all. Then at about 9pm drama 
intervened once more, this time being borne by Ginger who, having left the bottom lager but a short while 
before, was accosted and warned by two separate individuals from the village that the NAZI Boys intended 
putting "our lights out" tonight. These two strangers had used every gestrure possible to convince Ginger of 
the gravity of the situation and of their sincerity. With this news being passed around the room from Britisher 
to Britisher, our little impromptu party rapidly lost atmosphere - until by 10pm it was disintegrating in a really 
dismal manner. The gradual lowering of the electric lighting and the consequent loss of the use of the radio 
set was responsible for the Russians suggesting, in their humble and tentative manner, that they retire for the 
evening. We felt that we could not get them away sufficiently quickly, yet preserve a normal sense of balance 
and propriety suitable for the social occasion, in order to commence our organisation of some measure of our 
defence during the night. Burney electing to remain with us rather than risk the trip down. 

Armed guard duty was decided upon, and we were paired off for a detail of hourly duty; instructed also to 
refrain from firing the first shots in case of any assaults. A Very pistol light would inform watches in the bottom 
camp of attack upon us. Being the first for duty, I sustained a shock when the lighting was suddenly resumed 
and I was bathed in brilliant light from the cookhouse. At the outset we had presumed that sleep was totally 
impossible, but eventually I came off duty at 11.30pm and, although the atmosphere was electric with 
excitement, I found the lads had themselves extremely well in hand and in severe discipline. Those not on 
duty were in their beds and the next pair for duty ready to take over. Listening to the radio for any late 
announcement, I must have eventually gone to sleep soon after midnight. 

8th May, V.E. Day 

The hours of darkness were uneventful, thank goodness, except for George W., in his advanced state of jitters 
and extreme nervousness, believing himself to see and hear all manner of antagonists. A clearless sky today. 
Events move with rapidity, however despite the serenity of the weather. Being on fatigue today, it was 
necessary for me to drag water, and whilst at the station tap, the Bauhofmeister brought out the swastika flag, 
and his satellites then procedded to remove the offensive swastika from its red background, off a 30ft flag. An 
hour later we were invited to send a party to fire a salute in honour of raising the new flag. Ginger, Smudge, 
George and Dusty volunteered and carried out the function in precise dress and military order. We were more 
than a little shocked to find a pure red flag hoisted, when we were expecting to see the old Austrian national 
flag. Although it was an impressive military ceremony with a score of onlookers, I am doubtful of our authority 
to execute such a feu-de-joie. And when later, some of the higher-strunger members of the lager went about 
the hill loosing off wild shots for an hour or more, I felt it was an extremely foolish action, in view of the state of 
affairs in the village. It may be more than coincidence that Very lights went up from (unreadable) in the midst 
of this shooting, considering that four of the mysterious signals went up from the same place during my period 
of guard. We have seen the proud and swaggering German, since our first being taken prisoner, gradually 
sway on his pinnacle, totter, and now fall to become the rabble of disillusioned soldiers that now present in the 
orbit of our vision. 

Working busily till 3pm when "WINNIE" made his historic speech, the boys took it all extremely quietly; no 
cheering, no flag waving, no delirium or rejoicing of any description - just a deep deep sigh and such non-
committal remarks as "Well, that's it. When do we go home?" Understandable, really, because it makes no 
difference to us, and this is not a madman's ramblings. We knew when we were taken that it would be a long 
time; we also knew that we should be going home sometime in 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946 or some future date. 
Now the difference is that we know that we shall be going home and we know that it will be this year - but 
when this year? We are virtually still POWs without its attendant ignominy and hostility. The church bells at 
Elatta (up the valley) are ringing as I write this at 3.45pm, probably the only signs of peace being declared that 
we chaps will experience. Some of our boys, who have been below today, returned a short while ago with 
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stories of surprising hospitality and goodwill. Ken has been treated to rum, while the villagers have put on a 
village dance for all the auslanders in the vicinity, due to take place tomorrow evening. We wonder? The boys 
in the bottom camp evacuated to the power station early in the evening in response to a warning, from one of 
the villagers, that the same fate held good for them as it did for us of Kaponig. They slept the night there. Jack 
brought this news up with him when he paid us a visit at about 5.45pm, having walked up. The Feldwebel, 
who has reappeared after an absence of five days reported to have been spent travelling from here to Spittal 
and back, reports poor feeding in the Stalag, with Kok, Roper and the German Cmdt. away looking for some 
unit of the allied forces from whom to receive some definite orders regarding prisoners of war. The whole day 
has been one long anticlimax, most of us wanting to hear Churchill speak, but not the repeated broadcast 
which came on every five minutes, or so it seemed. 

10th May 

Fine. Allowed to please ourselves (almost) with regard to work. Parcels arrived during the afternoon and were 
issued one per man. The next issue is unknown. 

(All information kindly supplied by Fred Brown (son-in-law) and Louise Smith (granddaughter). 

 
 

Work Camps* 11079 GW 
 

*Two separate Work Camps had the designation 11079/GW. One camp was at Mallnitz and the other, 9 
km away, at Obervellach. I have grouped the POW names and photographs together. 

Known to be present: 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

J.S. Bithell Gnr RA 702   

J.T. Collingwood Gnr RA 732   

Cyril Crawford Dvr RASC 1428 also 10106/GW, Gmund Work Camp 

T.C. (Taffy) Easter Pte RAVC 1294 also 10196/L 

Edward Earl Good Dvr RASC 7606 captured Kalamata; also 10084/GW 

C. Grouber         

E.G. Hadley Dvr RE 1253   

L.A. (Alfred) Handley Spr RE 1065 Birmingham; also Gmund Work Camp 

J. Hargreaves Sgmn R Sigs 729   

Kenneth A. Hough Pte RASC 1232 Essex; transf'd to Stalag 357 

G. Jamieson Spr RE 1070   

J. King Dvr RASC 1205   

George Stanford Leadbetter Dvr RASC 1236 MOC Obervellach; also 10106/GW 

Chris E. Marlow Dvr RASC 1489 London 

F.L. Marryat Pte   993 New Zealand 

P. Millard         

G.H. Morrall Dvr RE 1230   

David Thomas O'Connor Pte   7519 New Zealand; also 11086/GW, 10084/GW 

Robert Oyston Tpr RAC 1291 MOC Mallnitz 

R.L. Palmer Gnr RA 803   

Herbert J.G. Panther Pte   976 New Zealand; also Maltatal 

Cecil George Pitcher Spr RE 1401   

George Scholes Dvr RE 1129 Esher, Surrey 

M.W. Seaman Gnr RA 844   

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10106gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wcGmund.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10196L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/good/good01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10084gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wcGmund.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10106gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11086gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10084gw.html
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J. Simpson         

W. Thomson         

H.W. Timms Gnr RA 878 Transf'd to Stalag 8A 

S.C. White Dvr RASC 1461 London 

P. Williams         

R. Williams         

  

  
 

 

 

 

G.S. 
Leadbetter 

Leadbetter & 
Scholes 

C. Crawford 
Obervellach group 

1 
Obervellach group 

2 

  

  

 

  

  

 
  

  

(Photographs kindly provided by Sue Lawrance, granddaughter of Cyril Crawford, Geoffrey Pitcher, son of 
Cecil Pitcher and Angela Ashworth, daughter of George Leadbetter. The pictures were more likely taken at 
Obervellach rather than Mallnitz.) 

International Red Cross Inspection Reports 

1. Mallnitz 

Date of visit: 19 May 1943 

Man of Confidence: Tpr Robert Oyston, RAC 

Number of men: 28 

General Description 
This camp has never been visited before. It is situated on the Tauern railway line just outside the small resort 
of Mallnitz in Eastern Tyrol (about 1120 meters above sea level). The climate is healthy and the scenery 
rather beautiful. The POWs work in a cement factory making concrete blocks. 

Interior arrangement 
There are two sleeping rooms with double tier beds of the wooden type; one of the rooms holds 5 and the 
other 22 men. The lighting is satisfactory. Each POW has 3 blankets. 

Bathing and washing facilities 
The washing facilities are not quite satisfactory as there only 2 basins for the 28 men. The Delegate of the 
Protecting Power was told that an application for more washing bowls had already been made last October 

http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrance/lawrance03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrance/lawrance04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrance/lawrance09.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrance/11079gw.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchingsnev/hutchingsnev01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/pitcher/pitcher02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/pitcher/pitcher01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/ashworth/ashworth20.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/ashworth/ashworth11.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/ashworth/ashworth12.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/ashworth/ashworth02.jpg
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but so far none had been delivered; he then suggested that the POWs should be allowed to make their own 
bowls out of cement and this proposal was accepted. 

Shortly before the visit of the Delegate to this camp, the POWs were allowed for the first time to have showers 
at the nearby railway-police barrack and they very much would like this arrangement to continue. The Camp 
Leader was therefore requested to arrange showers twice weekly at the police barracks and report the result 
of his negotiation to the Accompanying Officer until May 29th, 1943. 

Toilet facilities 
These are adequate but too near the sleeping quarters. It was therefore arranged that the walls of the WC 
should be lined with cardboard or any other material preventing odour penetrating the sleeping quarters. 

Food and Cooking 
The food was said to be adequate and equally so the facilities for the cooking of private food. 

Medical attention and sickness 
Medical attention is more or less satisfactory, the only complaint being that the POWs always have to wait 
such a long time until the doctor can see them. However, it was explained to them that this also applies to the 
civilian population as many doctors have been called up. Otherwise this arrangement works quite well, the 
POWs decide themselves whether they wish to see the doctor or not. Serious cases of illness are sent to the 
hospital at Spittal. The POWs are asking for a thermometer and the Commando Leader was asked to make 
an application. Dental treatment is also in the hands of this doctor and equally satisfactory. 

Clothing 
Each man has two uniforms. Everything in order. 

Laundry 
There does not seem to be enough wood at the disposal of the POWs for heating the boiler. The Camp 
Leader declared that they receive the normal ration. 

Money and Pay 
The POWs are paid every two weeks; they receive 70 Pfgs. a day. 

Canteen 
There is no canteen in this camp but the POWs can buy beer. In the past the Man of Confidence has been 
able to go shopping in Mallnitz, but lately this has been stopped. The Commando Leader explained to the 
Delegate that this was due to the fact that now there was nothing to be bought in the village. 

Religious activity 
The POWs would welcome a visit by a padre. They were told that probably they will be visited in the near 
future by a padre from Stalag. 

Recreation and exercise 
The POWs have everything they require to play rugby, football or cricket but they have no place just at the 
moment to play. The Accompanying Officer promised to discuss the matter with the Kompaniefuhrer with the 
view that the POWs should, as they have done now and then in the past, be allowed to use the playing field of 
the railway police nearby. 

Mail 
The mail arrivals are not at all regular. It is sent to the main camp at Obervellach and from there to this camp. 

Welfare work 
YMCA: needles and records. 

Complaints 
The POWs complain that their kitbags have been taken away by the German guards and that they have 
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nowhere to put their personal belongings now. The Accompanying Officer explained that this was merely a 
preventative measure in view of recent escapes. 

General impression 
This is not a bad camp and once the facilities for sports are again granted the POWs will probably feel quite 
happy. 

2. Obervellach 

Date of visit: 19 May 1943 

Type of work: digging & cement work 

Man of Confidence: Dvr G.S. Leadbetter, POW 1236 

Number of Men: 24 

General Description 

The camp is situated in the Moll valley in Eastern Tyrol with fine views of the mountain ranges. The prisoners 
of war occupy pleasant but overcrowded quarters, which indeed was the only complaint put forward to the 
Delegate of the Protecting Power. 

Interior arrangement 

As far as the interior arrangements are concerned, the prisoners of war had no complaint apart from the 
overcrowding. However, work for the transfer of several men into new quarters has already started and will be 
completed within the next few days. They have a large pleasant day- and dining-room and sleep in wooden 
double tier beds with two blankets each. 

Bathing and washing facilities 

Satisfactory. 

Toilet facilities 

Satisfactory. 

Food and Cooking 

Adequate. 

Medical attention and sickness 

Any sick prisoner of war goes to the local civilian doctor with whom they are very satisfied. POW Hadley, No. 
1253 is at present in hospital on account of a working accident, but his condition is satisfactory. 

Clothing 

All the men possess two uniforms. 

Laundry 

The prisoners do their own laundry. 



 10 

Money and Pay 

No complaint; they receive the usual pay of 70 Rpfgs. 

Canteen 

There is no canteen. 

Religious activity 

So far the POWs have not been visited by a padre and would welcome a visit. They were informed that Stalag 
18A/Z is arranging this. 

Recreation and exercise 

The POWs have a good football field at their disposal and are generally satisfied with the existing 
arrangements for exercise. During summer they will be allowed to swim in the nearby river. They would 
welcome a fresh supply of books, needles and records from the YMCA. 

Mail 

The mail is coming in very poorly. 

Welfare work 

In order. 

Complaints 

Apart from the overcrowding there was no complaint. 

General impression 

This is a good camp and the prisoners appear to be a happy crowd. 

Date of visit: 19 November 1943 

Number of Men: 36 

The POWs had no complaints except the roof which is leaking but will be repaired the very next days as the 
material has already arrived. The men work for a power station and are well treated and correctly paid. This is 
a good camp. 

 
 
 

 


