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POST-GREECE 
 

Signalman James Edward Cooper, 3 L of C, Royal Signals 
 

Relevant parts of his post-liberation PoW questionnaire are shown overleaf, but significant, interesting, 
essential and frequently hard-to-read details are highlighted here.  The original layout, (mis)spelling and 
punctuation is preserved as far as is reasonable. 
 
 
Liberated PoW Questionnaire (from National Archives, Kew) 
 
No Stalag XVIIIA Registration Number (initially sent to Stalag VIIIB, Lamsdorf)  
 
No: 2332330 Rank:  Signalman  Surname: Cooper 
Christian Names: James Edward 
Unit:   R. Signals,  49 L/WT Section, 3 Lof C 
Division:  Y Force, Greece 
Date of Birth:  12 –11 - 19 
Date of Enlistment: 22 – 1 – 40 
Civilian Profession: Clerk 
Private Address: Well-field House 
   Brierley, near Barnsley, Yorkshire 
Place & Date of Original Capture: Calamarta (sic) Greece 28 - 4 - 41 
Wounded when Captured?  Yes 
Main Camps in which Imprisoned: 
 5th A.G. Hospital* Athens   May 41  Sept 41 
 Lamsdorf*  Germany  Oct 41  Nov 41 
 Gleiwitz         “   Nov 41  June 44 
 Stalag VIIIB*        “   June 44  Jan 45 
 Stalag IVC*        “   Mar 45  May 45 
Working Camps*: 
 Buchenlust   Nov 41  Oct 42  Forest Work 
 Gleiwitz    Nov 42  June 44  Loading Railway Wagons 
 
*Notes:  
1 “5th A G” was almost certainly 2/5th Australian General Hospital at Kifissia in the northern suburbs of 

Athens, but the British Military Hospital at Kokkinia near Piraeus, evidently remained operational for 
PoWs until Sep 1941.  See end of this section for more details. 

2 Lamsdorf was Stalag VIIIB (also known as 344) 
3 Stalag IVC was at Wistritz, Sudetenland 
4 Buchenlust was a Work Camp near to Gleiwitz and the associated Concentration Camp (not the 

infamous Buchenvald). 

     
 

     Fracture patients treated in the British PoW           Welcome to Lamsdorf – Russian PoWs to the left, 
    Hospital at Kokkinia, Athens, May – Sep 1941       Brits & the rest straight on 

http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/etexts/WH2PMed/WH2PMe23b.jpg
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Experiences at Buchenlust Work Camp – James Cooper was here and probably knew Charles 
Saunders – he may even appear in the following photographs: 
 
http://issuu.com/lamsdorf/docs/charles_saunders 
 
By CHARLES SAUNDERS 
 
On 21st May 1940 I was with the 2nd Battalion of the Welsh Guards when we arrived in Boulogne with the 
2nd Battalion of the Irish Guards, to evacuate the British headquarters staff (including the Duke of Gloucester, 
whose job was liaison with the French forces). 
 
We landed in Boulogne harbour but found that the staff and the Duke had left the day before we arrived. Our 
company established a temporary headquarters, and I was one of the guards outside. We were told that we 
would be taken by boat back to Britain as soon as it could be arranged. There was a lot of fighting going on in 
the town. The next day I was sent to try and find a stretcher for a wounded soldier. I found some stretcher-
bearers, but they wouldn’t come with me. When I returned to the headquarters I found that everyone had gone 
– except the wounded soldier and two other soldiers who were looking after him. We made a stretcher from 
some sacks and some pieces of wood and I told the other two to take the wounded man to the hospital in the 
town. I then went off to find my company again. I found them elsewhere in the town. We were sent back to the 
harbour to get the boat back to Britain. However, there was only room on the boat for 800 men: 1,200 were 
left behind in Boulogne. . . . 
 
Archivist’s Note: edited here for brevity and relevance. 
 
. . .  We were eventually put on a train – in cattle trucks – and taken to a prisoner of war camp in Poland, first 
a transit camp and then to Stalag 8b at Lamsdorf, near Opole. I was only there for three days when they told 
about 20 of us that we would be sent to join a mining group. However, we arrived at a place called Birkentahl 
(I think) where our job was not mining – it was helping to widen and deepen a river. This was in November or 
December 1940 Just after Christmas they moved us to Buchenlust near Gliwice, to do forestry work. I was 
there for the rest of the war. 
 
The Abras family were wonderful people, very kind and very brave. I have always been extremely grateful for 
all they did for us in 1940. I am so pleased that our friendship remains to this day, so many years later! 

 
Photos taken at E149 Buchenlust 
 

 

Charles (centre, back row) 
'Busty' (front row extreme right) 
Robinson (behind Busty) 
In the forest near Buchenlust – 
taken by German guard. 

 

http://issuu.com/lamsdorf/docs/charles_saunders
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Charles – 6th from left 
Billet at Buchenlust for forestry working party 

 

 
 

The 'Silver Crochets'. 
Charles (left) Robinson (on piano) 

Violinist 2nd from right was also camp cook. 
Outside billet in Buchenlust. 

 
The piano was bought in Gliwitz for about 200 marks from a music shop and brought back on the back of a 
horse-drawn cart. On the way back Robinson was playing the piano on the back of the cart, but the guard 
stopped him from playing when they went through villages. 
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Charles 5th from left. Two men on extreme right are New Zealanders, the two next to them are 
Australians. 4th from right is Bill Whaland (not sure of spelling). In forest area near Buchenlust. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Charles on extreme left.  
Outside temporary billet in Buchenlust area 1941. 
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Charles 5th from right, taken somewhere near Buchenlust (but who is the young boy?) 
 
 
 
Allied Hospitals temporarily established in suburban Athens 
 
1 Kifissia, Ekali, Athens 
 
On 9 April 1941, the 2/5 AGH left Palestine for Greece, and three days after landing was set up in a pine 
forest, fully operational, and ready to receive 50 patients, causalities from the battles of Northern Greece. 
  
As the military situation deteriorated and it became obvious that Greece could not be held, all the female and 
many of the male staff were evacuated back to Palestine, leaving 165 (including six doctors ) to look after the 
patients who could not be evacuated.  On 27 April 1941, all these people became Prisoners of War. 
  
As the war progressed, the hospital, helped by some members of the 2/7 Australian Field Ambulance, 1st 
New Zealand General Hospital and the 26th British Hospital, treated all the sick and wounded from the 
remaining battles of Greece and Crete.  In all they treated 2841 patients.  As the latter became well enough to 
travel they were sent to POW camps in various parts of German occupied Europe. 
  
In December 1941, the hospital was closed and the remaining patients and staff went to Europe, most of them 
to Poland.  In October 1943, 128 of the 2/5 AGH were repatriated home, leaving 36 still in Europe.  One had 
died in Greece, and unfortunately one of the 36 was accidentally killed by American troops within hours of his 
release from the Germans. 
 
2 Kokkinia, Pireaus, Athens 
 

The hospital, situated high above Piraeus on the outskirts of Kokkinia, opened on 9 May 1941, being at 
first staffed by the remnant of 5 Australian Hospital, 6 officers and 160 men. They and their patients were 
moved from their old hospital site at Ekali, Athens. The senior administrative officer recognised by the 
Germans was Major Brooke-Moore, AAMC, and with him was Captain E. V. Barling, AAMC, as Adjutant.  

http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-001219.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-035046.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-035898.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-000608.html
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They organised and ran the hospital; and to them great credit is due for having accomplished a very 
difficult task at a time when all personnel, be they English, Australian or New Zealand, were naturally finding it 
difficult to settle down to a new and strange way of life in captivity, under new officers. In all their dealings with 
the Germans the OC and Adjutant were greatly helped by Lance-Corporal Lewis, AAMC, who, having 
previously lived in Munich for ten years, had a first-class knowledge of German and an acute understanding of 
the German mentality. They were fortunate in being so well served. 

 
On 10 May 1941, 75 patients and 24 medical and dental staff were brought in a convoy from Corinth, 

and on 13 May they were joined by a remnant of 26 British General Hospital from Kifisia. The other officers 
and men from the staff of that hospital, after all their magnificent work at Kifisia, were transported to the 
overcrowded prisoner-of-war camp in Corinth, where there were also thirty New Zealand medical orderlies 
from the staff of the convalescent hospital at Voula, for whose transfer to Kokkinia Captain Slater made 
numerous unavailing requests to the German medical authorities. 

 
Then followed the battle for Crete, from which wounded prisoners were admitted to the hospital from 25 

May until 6 June, arriving by air or sea transport. Because of a great increase in casualties a walking wounded 
and convalescent hospital was opened on 29 May, half a mile away, as an annexe of the main hospital. Later, 
on 6 June, a subsidiary hospital, which functioned for one month, was opened in the Polytechnic Building,  
Athens,  Major Thomson being senior British medical officer. 

 
The admissions to the hospital at Kokkinia by early June totalled over 2000, made up as follows: 

From 5 Australian General Hospital, Ekali 91 

From 26 British General Hospital, Kifisia 290 

From Corinth and Kalamata 260 

From Crete 1397 
 

—— 
 

2038 

Thus the mixed hospital staff at Kokkinia performed a most valuable function in caring for large numbers 
of sick and wounded prisoners from their own forces. At the peak after the battle for Crete there were 850 
occupied beds in the main hospital. 
 

http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-008557.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-000776.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-015942.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-015942.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-000776.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-016325.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-035046.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-003325.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-035046.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-035898.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-015942.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-000776.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-003947.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-035046.html
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-003325.html

