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POST-GREECE 
 

Trooper George Alexander Florence, 3rd Royal Tank Regiment, RAC  
 

Relevant parts of his post-liberation PoW questionnaire are shown overleaf, but significant, interesting, 
essential and frequently hard-to-read details are highlighted here.  The original layout, (mis)spelling and 
punctuation is preserved as far as is reasonable. 
 
Liberated PoW Questionnaire (from National Archives, Kew) 
 
Stalag XVIIIA Registration Number 2884. 
 
No: 7889675 Rank:  Trooper  Surname: Florence 
Christian Names: George Alexander 
Unit:   3rd Batt Royal Tank Regiment 
Division:  - 
Date of Birth:  25 – 9 – 18 
Date of Enlistment: 13 – 8 - 38 
Civilian Profession: Transport Driver 
Private Address: G.A.Florence,  5 North Place,  Fetterangus, 
   Nr Mintlaw Station,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland 
    
Place & Date of Original Capture: Argus (sic),  Greece 
Wounded when Captured?  No 
Main Camps in which Imprisoned: 
 XVIIIA  Austria  1941 1945 

  
Working Camps: 
 15 H.V.  117 G.W. 
 22 G.W.* 10037 L^ Railway 
 980 G.W.**   Roads 
 1107 G.W.***  
 
Notes:  *Leitendorf chalk quarry;  **Veitsch mine;  ***Donnersbach labouring; 
  ^Website ”Stalag 18A” has him at 10030/GW (must be error). 
 
Serious Illnesses:  No 
Adequate Medical Treatment: - 
 

 
 

Original Entrance to Stalag XVIIIA, Wolfsberg 
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Trooper George Florence’s PoW Questionnaire, Page 1 of 1 
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From Ian Brown’s “Stalag 18A” website: 
 

Work Camp  22 GW 
 

Location: Leitendorf 
Type of work: Chalk quarry 
Man of Confidence: Pte E.G. Halls (Dec. 1943) 
Number of Men: 63 

Known to be present 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

E Bailey         

F Bickerstaffe Dvr RE 2506   

E Burridge         

W Clarke         

E Collinson Gnr RA 4919   

A Cooper         

W Currie         

H De Myers Pte 2/1 Inf. Bn. 5176 Australia 

W Gardner         

J Gordon Dvr RASC 3164   

Ewen Gilchrist Halls Pte 1 Cps. H.Q. 3762 Australia; also 955/GW 

T Holt Spr RE 2542   

T Jones         

Harry Lambert Dvr RASC 3451 Capt'd Greece; also 415/GW 

H Martin         

J Repen Dvr RASC 2518   

Alec Robertson Dvr RASC 2532 also 955/GW 

E Rowse         

Reg Simpson         

W Spellacy Pte RASC 3144   

H Stainer         

E Webb         

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reg Simpson Quarry E.C. Collinson 

  

 

  

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc955gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc415gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc955gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/clough/clough02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/clough/clough07.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/clough/clough06.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/clough/clough03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/clough/clough05.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/clough/clough04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lambert/lambert03.jpg
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Pictures and names kindly supplied by Kaye Clough, daughter of Pte E.G. Halls, AIF. The three group photos 

are probably from 22/GW but may be from another camp. The large group photo was supplied by Richard 
Lambert, son of Harry Lambert. 

International Red Cross Inspection Report 

Date of visit: 2 December 1943 

General Description 

New wooden barrack of a good type above the village of Leitendorf near the quarry where the men work. 

Interior arrangement 

Three large living and sleeping quarters with 20 beds in each room. The bunks are of the double-tier wooden 
type, there is electric light and a good stove in each room. In the same barrack is a small mess-hall, a 
magazine for the Red Cross parcels, another magazine for the men's best dress, two more small rooms 
where at night-time the men's shoes and pants are kept, a fairly large washroom with a boiler and a latrine 
with 3 seats and one urinal. 

Bathing and washing facilities 

Satisfactory. For some time there was only little water available due to the dry weather. Now a second source 
has been put in action which provides plenty of water. However this water has a peculiar smell and a sample 
was taken by the German military doctor in order to have it examined. 

Toilet facilities 

Satisfactory. On the day of the visit the drains were stopped which created a bad smell all over the camp. 

Food and Cooking 

Satisfactory. The firm does the cooking. 

Medical attention and sickness 

In order. There is a Medical Orderly in camp, the German military doctor attends the sick, they have a sick-
parade twice a week. 

Clothing 

Satisfactory. Working kits are partially provided as well as gloves for the men who handle the stones. 

Laundry 

Done by the men themselves. 

Money and Pay 

Correct. 

Canteen 

There is a certain issue from the guards-company. 
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Religious activity 

The men visit a neighbouring camp whenever the padre from Stalag is there. 

Recreation and exercise 

There is a football-ground at the men's disposal. Swimming went on in the summer. The civilians can 
occasionally use a civilian recreation hall for theatres and concerts. 

Mail 

Mail is reported to be very slow. 

Welfare work 

The men are allowed to visit a neighbouring work camp when concerts or theatrical performances are given. 
Indoor games from the YMCA are in camp. 

Complaints 

No serious complaints. 

General impression 

Materially speaking this is quite a good camp. However some of the men are a queer sort of fellows. There 
are continuous frictions between them and every two months they change their Man of Confidence. 
Unfortunately nothing could be done against this lack of common sense. Physical health is good. 

 
 

Work Camp  980 GW 
 

Location: Veitsch 
Type of work:  Magnesium mine 
Man of Confidence: Unknown 
Number of Men: 117 (20 Australian, 20 New Zealanders) 
Known to be present: 
 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

Doug (‘Joe’) Beckett   RAOC 2497 Ipswich 

  

Photos provided by Doug Beckett, son of ‘Joe’. 

 

 
 

http://www.stalag18a.org/beckett/beckett01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/beckett/beckett02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/beckett/beckett03.jpg
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International Red Cross Inspection Report  

Date of visit: 21 January 1943 

General Description 

This is a special Labour Detachment. The men from whom it is recruited are mostly prisoners who have made 
attempts to escape or have shown some opposition to the discipline of the camps. 

Interior arrangement 

The prisoners of war are lodged in barrack huts of the usual kinds, well built. Generally these are provided 
with two-tier bunks having palliasses and two blankets issued by the company for which they are working. 
These blankets are often small and thin but most of the men have a third blanket which is their own personal 
property. At night they cover themselves with their greatcoats. The heating is not satisfactory as there is not 
enough coal for the four stoves which are installed in two large rooms. 

Clothing 

The footgear is in a deplorable state as magnesium is a very abrasive rock. In other cases shoes, as well as 
trousers are taken away at night and put outside the cantonments where at the present time, everything 
freezes. In the morning the prisoners are obliged to put their shoes near the stove in order to get them soft 
again and the leather obviously suffers from such treatment. At the moment most of the prisoners work in 
wooden shoes with all the discomforts and risks this entails (chilblains, rapid deterioration of socks, danger of 
slipping on ice, etc.). It is also necessary to wear gloves but the Directorate of the Company have only put 50 
pairs of leather gloves at the disposal of the prisoners who are working in the mine. Those who have none are 
obliged to work in woollen gloves which very rapidly wear out. 

Cooking 

Food is prepared in the communal kitchen of the Company. This has caused complaints as the men who are 
working in a quarry situated at rather a high altitude have their meals brought up by 'teleferique' and are often 
cold. They are also very monotonous in kind. During the week previous to this meeting, the prisoners had 
been supplied five days running with a mixture of potatoes and cucumbers. Meat is served at most but once 
or twice per week. Rebellion against this state of affairs has already flared up and one of the men was 
wounded by a rifle shot though both his buttocks. 

The food rations correspond to those of the civilian population. 

Money and Pay 

The number of working hours is not very large; 8 hours a day, 5 on Saturday and Sunday free. The prisoners 
complain that the work in the mine is rendered painful by having to wear wooden shoes. The basic pay is 
0.70RM per day. The prisoners have no opportunity to spend their money. 

Canteen 

There is no canteen. It is extremely difficult in this district to procure even articles of essential necessity such 
as razor blades, tooth brushes, tooth powder, toilet paper, paper, pencils, black boot polish, cigarette papers, 
etc. 

Religious activity 

The Detachment has been visited once ot twice by an Anglican pastor and a Catholic priest. The catholic 
prisoners are not allowed to attend the celebration of Mass in the local churches. 
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Recreation and exercise 

There are no indoor games. Sports are not indulged in much as the work is arduous; moreover, besides 
having not much leisure time, the prisoners have neither sports equipment nor a suitable ground on which to 
play outdoor games. Nevertheless the prisoners' physical state is satisfactory. 

Mail 

A very considerable slowing-up of mails has taken place since the summer. While at that time letters between 
England and the camps took two or three weeks to go and come, it now takes as many months to make the 
journey. Moreover, one letter out of three, either outgoing or incoming, never arrives. 

 
General impression 

The living conditions of the prisoners are fairly satisfactory as a general rule and the civilian population is well 
disposed to them. The country is pleasant and the climate is healthy. The New Zealanders and the 
Australians have now become perfectly acclimatized to it. The collective food parcels service functions to the 
satisfaction of everyone. It is the matter of correspondence and of the clothing situation which causes concern 
at the moment. 

 
 

Work Camp  1107 L 
 

Location: Donnersbach 
Type of work: labouring 
Man of Confidence: Sgt J Luke, Northumberland Hussars 
Number of Men: approx. 30 

Known to be present: 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

G.A. Beale Dvr RE 5708   

Danny Behrman Dvr RASC 7383 London; also 10760/L 

B.J. Berry Spr RE 5070   

  Bowden         

Reginald J (Peter) Briggs Dvr RASC 2572 possible 

A Cappleman Gnr RA 5869   

A.H. Dobson Dvr RE 5690   

Jim Gaskell Gnr RA 5582 transf'd to Stalag 383 

W.P. Greatrex Spr RE 5766   

  Hanson         

F Holden Spr RE 5633   

  Hughes         

David L. James Sgt RASC 2865   

Thomas Dudley Jones Gnr RA 5205 Carmarthen, Wales; also 11022/GW 

P Kellet Gnr RA 5907   

L.C. Lawler Gnr RA 5920   

Jimmy Luke Sgt RA 5910 MOC; Transf'd to Stalag 383 

Harry Thomas Maher Pte 2/2 Inf. Bn. 3825 Australia 

  Marshall         

  McIntyre         

http://www.stalag18a.org/dannybehrman.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10760L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11022gw.html
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Dennis Miller Gnr? RA? 5925?   

O.R. Morgan Pte   5888 New Zealand 

  Morris         

Ken O'Kennedy Sgmn R Sigs 5033 Theatre at 18A 

W. (Bill) Pullan Dvr RASC 7579   

C.A. Remnant L/Bdr   5874 New Zealand 

  Rowe         

Cyril Sales Dvr RASC 2452   

  Thorne         

Peter Trodden Gnr RA 5794 also 47/GW 

P Williams         

J Wilmot Spr RE 5774   

  

 

 

 

  View of camp Peter Trodden group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Danny Behrman  T.D. Jones David James 

 

  

  David James on left Pete Trodden on right 

  

 

  

  Guard with dog   

"The "Donnersbach" (translation "Thunder stream) was a mountain stream no more than 4 metres wide which 
ran from Donnersbachwald past the camp and down hill about 8 km. to the village of Donnersbach. The 'L' 
after 1107 meant that the camp was designated as "Landwirtschaft", or work devoted to the land, farms etc. 
Well, it wasn't.  Wintertime it was gangs of three men, one holding a long drill and the other two belting it with 
hammers. When the hole was deep enough a local comes over, stuffs it with dynamite and blasts a load of 
rock to pieces.  Summer - pick up the pieces and resurface the road.  I never saw a car on it in two years. 
Camps for this sort of work normally had the GW suffix after their number." 

Ken O'Kennedy 

http://www.stalag18a.org/theatre.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/petertrodden.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc47gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/trodden/trodden01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/behrman/db5.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/trodden/trodden02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/behrman/db22.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/trodden/trodden05.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/trodden/trodden03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/dannybehrman.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/shanton/tdjones.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/jamesdav/jamesdav01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/dannybehrman.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/jamesdav/jamesdav02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/jamesdav/jamesdav03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/trodden/trodden04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/trodden/trodden07.jpg
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The Mystery Dam 

The following pictures, of what appears to be a hydroelectric plant under construction, were brought back by 
two POWs; George Buchanan (2/28th Inf. Bn.) and Peter Trodden (RA). Peter Trodden was held at 1107/L for 
a time and I naturally assumed that the pictures came from there. However, Ken O'Kennedy doesn't recognise 
the plant and says that the camp was in a narrow valley, unlike that in the photos. The question is, where was 
this plant? 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.stalag18a.org/trodden/trodden06.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/buchanan/buchanan04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/buchanan/buchanan05.jpg

