
 1 

POST-GREECE 
 

Gunner Barry D A A Fletcher, 2/1st Field Regt, Royal Australian Artillery  
 

Relevant parts of his post-liberation PoW questionnaire are shown overleaf, but significant, interesting, 
essential and frequently hard-to-read details are highlighted here.  The original layout, (mis)spelling and 
punctuation is preserved as far as is reasonable. 
 
Liberated PoW Questionnaire (from National Archives, Kew) 
 
Stalag XVIIIA Registration Number 3390. 
 
No: VX 1054 Rank:  Gunner  Surname: Fletcher 
Christian Names: Barry Declan Archibald Alistair 
Unit:   2/1st Field Regiment  RAA  AIF 
Division:  - 
Date of Birth:  29 - 10 
Date of Enlistment: 25 – 10 - 1939 
Civilian Profession: Customs 
Private Address: 6 Rose Avenue, North Sydney 
   Sydney  N.S.W.  Australia 
    
Place & Date of Original Capture: Calamata (sic)  29 – 4 – ‘41 
Wounded when Captured?  No 
Main Camps in which Imprisoned: 
  Stalag XVIIIA  Wolfsburg 5 – 7 - 41 30 – 9 - 41 

  
Working Camps: 
  Obervellach*  1 – 10 – 41 30 – 10 – 44 Manual Labour 
  Villach**  1 – 11 – 44 8 – 4 – 45       “           “ 
 
Note:  *Possibly 11079/GW;  **probably 10487/GW 
 
Serious Illnesses:  - 
Adequate Medical Treatment: Yes 
 

       
 

Welcome to Wolfsberg                 
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Gunner Barry Fletcher’s PoW Questionnaire, Page 1 of 1 
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From Ian Brown’s “Stalag 18A” website: 
 

Work Camps* 11079 GW 
 

*Two separate Work Camps had the designation 11079/GW. One camp was at Mallnitz and the other, 9 
km away, at Obervellach. I have grouped the POW names and photographs together. 

Known to be present 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

J.S. Bithell Gnr RA 702   

J.T. Collingwood Gnr RA 732   

Cyril Crawford Dvr RASC 1428 also 10106/GW, Gmund Work Camp 

T.C. (Taffy) Easter Pte RAVC 1294 also 10196/L 

Edward Earl Good Dvr RASC 7606 captured Kalamata; also 10084/GW 

C. Grouber         

E.G. Hadley Dvr RE 1253   

L.A. (Alfred) Handley Spr RE 1065 Birmingham; also Gmund Work Camp 

J. Hargreaves Sgmn R Sigs 729   

Kenneth A. Hough Pte RASC 1232 Essex; transf'd to Stalag 357 

G. Jamieson Spr RE 1070   

J. King Dvr RASC 1205   

George Stanford Leadbetter Dvr RASC 1236 MOC Obervellach; also 10106/GW 

Chris E. Marlow Dvr RASC 1489 London 

F.L. Marryat Pte   993 New Zealand 

P. Millard         

G.H. Morrall Dvr RE 1230   

David Thomas O'Connor Pte   7519 New Zealand; also 11086/GW, 10084/GW 

Robert Oyston Tpr RAC 1291 MOC Mallnitz 

R.L. Palmer Gnr RA 803   

Herbert J.G. Panther Pte   976 New Zealand; also Maltatal 

Cecil George Pitcher Spr RE 1401   

George Scholes Dvr RE 1129 Esher, Surrey 

M.W. Seaman Gnr RA 844   

J. Simpson         

W. Thomson         

H.W. Timms Gnr RA 878 Transf'd to Stalag 8A 

S.C. White Dvr RASC 1461 London 

P. Williams         

R. Williams         

  

  
 

 

 

 

G.S. 
Leadbetter 

Leadbetter & 
Scholes 

C. Crawford 
Obervellach group 

1 
Obervellach group 

2 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10106gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wcGmund.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10196L.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/good/good01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10084gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wcGmund.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10106gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11086gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/wc10084gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrance/lawrance03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrance/lawrance04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrance/lawrance09.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/lawrance/11079gw.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/hutchingsnev/hutchingsnev01.jpg
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(Photographs kindly provided by Sue Lawrance, granddaughter of Cyril Crawford, Geoffrey Pitcher, son of 
Cecil Pitcher and Angela Ashworth, daughter of George Leadbetter. The pictures were more likely taken at 
Obervellach rather than Mallnitz.) 

International Red Cross Inspection Reports: 

1. Mallnitz 

Date of visit: 19 May 1943 

Man of Confidence: Tpr Robert Oyston, RAC 

Number of men: 28 

General Description 
This camp has never been visited before. It is situated on the Tauern railway line just outside the small resort 
of Mallnitz in Eastern Tyrol (about 1120 meters above sea level). The climate is healthy and the scenery 
rather beautiful. The POWs work in a cement factory making concrete blocks. 

Interior arrangement 
There are two sleeping rooms with double tier beds of the wooden type; one of the rooms holds 5 and the 
other 22 men. The lighting is satisfactory. Each POW has 3 blankets. 

Bathing and washing facilities 
The washing facilities are not quite satisfactory as there only 2 basins for the 28 men. The Delegate of the 
Protecting Power was told that an application for more washing bowls had already been made last October 
but so far none had been delivered; he then suggested that the POWs should be allowed to make their own 
bowls out of cement and this proposal was accepted. 

Shortly before the visit of the Delegate to this camp, the POWs were allowed for the first time to have showers 
at the nearby railway-police barrack and they very much would like this arrangement to continue. The Camp 
Leader was therefore requested to arrange showers twice weekly at the police barracks and report the result 
of his negotiation to the Accompanying Officer until May 29th, 1943. 

Toilet facilities 
These are adequate but too near the sleeping quarters. It was therefore arranged that the walls of the WC 
should be lined with cardboard or any other material preventing odour penetrating the sleeping quarters. 

Food and Cooking 
The food was said to be adequate and equally so the facilities for the cooking of private food. 

Medical attention and sickness 
Medical attention is more or less satisfactory, the only complaint being that the POWs always have to wait 
such a long time until the doctor can see them. However, it was explained to them that this also applies to the 
civilian population as many doctors have been called up. Otherwise this arrangement works quite well, the 

http://www.stalag18a.org/pitcher/pitcher02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/pitcher/pitcher01.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/ashworth/ashworth20.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/ashworth/ashworth11.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/ashworth/ashworth12.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/ashworth/ashworth02.jpg
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POWs decide themselves whether they wish to see the doctor or not. Serious cases of illness are sent to the 
hospital at Spittal. The POWs are asking for a thermometer and the Commando Leader was asked to make 
an application. Dental treatment is also in the hands of this doctor and equally satisfactory. 

Clothing 
Each man has two uniforms. Everything in order. 

Laundry 
There does not seem to be enough wood at the disposal of the POWs for heating the boiler. The Camp 
Leader declared that they receive the normal ration. 

Money and Pay 
The POWs are paid every two weeks; they receive 70 Pfgs. a day. 

Canteen 
There is no canteen in this camp but the POWs can buy beer. In the past the Man of Confidence has been 
able to go shopping in Mallnitz, but lately this has been stopped. The Commando Leader explained to the 
Delegate that this was due to the fact that now there was nothing to be bought in the village. 

Religious activity 
The POWs would welcome a visit by a padre. They were told that probably they will be visited in the near 
future by a padre from Stalag. 

Recreation and exercise 
The POWs have everything they require to play rugby, football or cricket but they have no place just at the 
moment to play. The Accompanying Officer promised to discuss the matter with the Kompaniefuhrer with the 
view that the POWs should, as they have done now and then in the past, be allowed to use the playing field of 
the railway police nearby. 

Mail 
The mail arrivals are not at all regular. It is sent to the main camp at Obervellach and from there to this camp. 

Welfare work 
YMCA: needles and records. 

Complaints 
The POWs complain that their kitbags have been taken away by the German guards and that they have 
nowhere to put their personal belongings now. The Accompanying Officer explained that this was merely a 
preventative measure in view of recent escapes. 

General impression 
This is not a bad camp and once the facilities for sports are again granted the POWs will probably feel quite 
happy. 

 

2. Obervellach 

Date of visit: 19 May 1943 

Type of work: digging & cement work 

Man of Confidence: Dvr G.S. Leadbetter, POW 1236 

Number of Men: 24 
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General Description 

The camp is situated in the Moll valley in Eastern Tyrol with fine views of the mountain ranges. The prisoners 
of war occupy pleasant but overcrowded quarters, which indeed was the only complaint put forward to the 
Delegate of the Protecting Power. 

Interior arrangement 

As far as the interior arrangements are concerned, the prisoners of war had no complaint apart from the 
overcrowding. However, work for the transfer of several men into new quarters has already started and will be 
completed within the next few days. They have a large pleasant day- and dining-room and sleep in wooden 
double tier beds with two blankets each. 

Bathing and washing facilities 

Satisfactory. 

Toilet facilities 

Satisfactory. 

Food and Cooking 

Adequate. 

Medical attention and sickness 

Any sick prisoner of war goes to the local civilian doctor with whom they are very satisfied. POW Hadley, No. 
1253 is at present in hospital on account of a working accident, but his condition is satisfactory. 

Clothing 

All the men possess two uniforms. 

Laundry 

The prisoners do their own laundry. 

Money and Pay 

No complaint; they receive the usual pay of 70 Rpfgs. 

Canteen 

There is no canteen. 

Religious activity 

So far the POWs have not been visited by a padre and would welcome a visit. They were informed that Stalag 
18A/Z is arranging this. 

 Mail 

The mail is coming in very poorly. 
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Recreation and exercise 

The POWs have a good football field at their disposal and are generally satisfied with the existing 
arrangements for exercise. During summer they will be allowed to swim in the nearby river. They would 
welcome a fresh supply of books, needles and records from the YMCA. 

Welfare work 

In order. 

Complaints 

Apart from the overcrowding there was no complaint. 

General impression 

This is a good camp and the prisoners appear to be a happy crowd. 

Date of visit: 19 November 1943 

Number of Men: 36 

The POWs had no complaints except the roof which is leaking but will be repaired the very next days as the 
material has already arrived. The men work for a power station and are well treated and correctly paid. This is 
a good camp. 

 
 

Work Camp  10487 GW 
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Location: Villach 
Type of work: Corporation work 
Man of Confidence: Spr W. Broughton, POW 5085 (Sept. 1942); E.V. Holman, POW 5762 (May 1943) 
Number of Men: 24 (1942); 22 (1943) 

Known to be present: 

Forename Surname Rank Unit POW Comments 

William Broughton Spr   5085   

Harris Helliwell Dvr RASC 2990 MOC Sept 1943; wounded at Villach? 

E.V. Holman Gnr RA 5762 could be 5162; MOC May 1943 

John Wilfrid Leonard Pte DLI 586 Blyth, Northumberland 

Albert Edward Payne Gnr RA 5158   

Lesley Albert (Jack) Pearce Pte RAVC 2067 Berks; also 11006/GW 

Steve Pitchford Spr RE 5144   

Thomas William Rolph Gnr RA ?063 possible; died 2.5.44 

John Roy Shergold Sgmn R Sigs 117 Poole, Dorset 

  
 

 
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

(Photographs kindly sent by Val Shergold, daughter of Sgmn Roy Shergold, and David Payne, son of Albert 
Payne. If you have any further information about this camp, please contact David Payne.) 

International Red Cross Inspection Reports: 

Dates of visit: 12 September 1942 & 21 May 1943 

General Description 

This camp is installed in a pleasant brick building owned by the Villach Town Corporation. It is situated just 
outside the town. There is a small but well-kept lawn in front of the house where prisoners do their sunbathing 
or generally spend their free time. The work consists of stone-breaking, roadwork, street-cleaning, etc. Work 
is 8 hours daily with the usual pay of 70 pfg. a day. 

Interior arrangement 

There are two sleeping rooms, one of them holding 15 and the other 7 men. Heating and lighting are 
satisfactory. Also enough tables and benches. Each man has 3 blankets, some even 4. They sleep in iron 
beds of the double tier type. A smaller room is used as a store room for the Red Cross parcels and other stuff 
belonging to the prisoners. 

 

http://www.stalag18a.org/wc11006gw.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/graves.html
http://www.stalag18a.org/shergold/johnshergold.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/shergold/shergold02.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/shergold/shergold03.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/shergold/shergold04.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/shergold/shergold05.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/payne/payne12.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/payne/payne11.jpg
http://www.stalag18a.org/payne/payne13.jpg
mailto:davpay@ntlworld.com?subject=10487/GW
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Bathing and washing facilities 

1942: A washroom with 8 spigots and as many basins is quite adequate. Also a boiler for hot water. Cold 
showers are to be had daily but no hot showers. The accompanying officer promised to take this matter up 
with the City authorities so that the men shall be able to get at least one hot shower a week. 
 

1943: Cold showers are available and the arrangements for washing in general are adequate but the Man of 
Confidence pointed out that the fuel question for heating water was rather serious. The control officer for this 
area, being present, told the Delegate of the Protecting Power that a new attribution of firewood had taken 
place the same day and so this point was straightened out. 

Toilet facilities 

Adequate. 

Food and Cooking 

1942: The food as a whole is sufficient and well-cooked. Each man gets Heavy Worker rations. There was 
some trouble at the present time concerning the quantity of food. Through a mistake made by the German 
Camp Commander, the men received for a month too high rations. When this came out, orders were given 
that this amount had to be saved in again. For a few weeks therefore, the prisoners, as well as the German 
soldiers will get about 20% less that they are entitled to. This is unfortunate but no representations will be 
made as the saving time is almost past.  
 

1943:The prisoners have their meals at an old-age pensioners home belonging to the town of Villach. They 
describe the food as being well-cooked. As to the cooking of private food in the camp, it is adequate. 

Medical attention and sickness 

1942: The health among the prisoners is quite good. One man is in the City Hospital to be operated, as he still 
has some shell splinters in one of the legs. Another man is suffering from an ulcer of the stomach. As he does 
not want to return to Stalag he can stay here. He is not working but stays in the barrack and keeps everything 
in order. He receives from Stalag invalid comfort parcels. 
 

1943:There is no recognised sanitator in this camp, one of the men acting as such. If medical attention is 
needed the man are looked after by the staff-surgeon of one of the military units stationed at Villach. There 
are adequate supplies of medicaments. 

Clothing 

In order. Every prisoner has two pairs of trousers, while not all of them as yet possess two tunics. 

Laundry 

The laundry is done by a civilian woman. 

Money and Pay 

In order. 

Canteen 

There is no canteen in the camp; the Kommandofuehrer goes out for errands. Beer is on sale. 
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Religious activity 

1942: No religious services were held so far, but it was promised by the accompanying officer that the 
Catholic prisoners would be taken to a Mass in town occasionally. He also agreed to send a Padre here for 
the non-Catholic men.  
 

1943: A visit by the padre from Stalag XVIII A/Z will be arranged shortly. 

Recreation and exercise 

1942: It was asked to send some games here such as Cards, Chess, Dartboard and, if possible, a football, as 
a football field is available. 
 

1943: There is no sports-ground within the compound of the camp but there is a small field near the Gail river. 
The prisoners also ask for permission to go swimming. This was granted. 

Mail 

No complaint. 

Welfare work 

In order. 

Complaints 

1942: There was only one complaint which concerns disciplinary punishments. It seems that the foreman likes 
too much to show his power over the prisoners by recommending them to the Guard Captain for punishments. 
This matter was taken care of by the accompanying officer, but it will also be discussed with the Commander 
of Stalag XVIIIA. 
 

1943:None. 

General impression 

Good camp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


