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POST SCRIPT 
 

Lieutenant Mike Cumberlege, Royal Naval Reserve & Special Operations Executive 
 

In Memoriam - a true Hero 
 

For many months after the war efforts were made by the Naval Intelligence Department in the 
Admiralty, and by Nancy Cumberlege and her redoubtable father-in-law Admiral Claude Cumberlege, 
to discover the fate of Mike Cumberlege and the Locksmith party.  None were conclusive.  Early in 
December, 1946, Cumberlege was awarded a bar to his DSO "for great gallantry and determination of 
the highest order in clandestine operations behind enemy lines in Greece in January and February, 
1943." The following month the Admiralty informed the family for the first time about Mike's wartime 
career.  He was 39 when he died and had packed a tremendous amount of intense experience into 
his short life. 

 
As Platon Alexiades concludes in his book Target: Corinth Canal 1940-44, "Fortune did not smile" 

on the four brave men who embarked on Operation Locksmith. "But they had volunteered for a 
mission and (they) never faltered." 

 

 
 
 
Perhaps, though, the last word should go to the 'correspondent who knew Cumberlege intimately' 

and penned a tribute to him in Issue 76 of The Log of the Nautical College, Pangbourne, which first 
set off my search.  It reads: 

 
"He knew the risks and what the outcome might be if he were caught.  But he loved Greece and 

the Greeks and the months he spent ashore were wonderful and made anything that might happen 
later more than worthwhile.  I know of no other case of such varied qualities combined in one person.  
He was truly Elizabethan in character - a combination of gaiety and solidity and sensitiveness and 
poetry with daring and adventurousness - and great courage." 
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Mike Cumberlege's  medals: L-R Distinguished Service Order with bar [1st DSO 20.01.1941 
for evacuation of Crete, 2nd DSO {Bar} posthumous award 03.12.1946 for raid on Corinth Canal], 

 Reserve Defence Medal, Greek War Cross. Image Royal Navy Research Archive. 
 
 

In his history of SOE activities The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare Giles Milton makes the 
following tribute; “(SOE organised) guerrilla movements in Greece and the Balkans, led by men like 
‘Eddie’ Myers and ‘Monty’ Woodhouse et al, had tied down fifty enemy divisions in the most critical 
phase of the war.” 


