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GEORGE DEXTER .......... THE LAST LIVING WITNESS  

In December 2009 the chairman of the Royal Rotterdam Lloyd Museum Foundation, 

Ed van Lierde, together with Frans Luidinga (maritime writer and son of the 

Slamat captain) and a Dutch film-crew (ZIGMA) headed for snow covered 

Birmingham-England. Their aim: ‘To record the story of the last living SLAMAT 

survivor, George Dexter (92 years old) on videotape before it was too late. 

Waiting for sufficient funds before heading for England was considered to be 

too risky, therefore Van Lierde and Luidinga financed the shooting in advance, 

privately.  

  

 

 

The Dexter recordings (images: about 50 minutes) are just a small part of the 

documentary story in which we intend to document ‘Operation Demon’ and the 

sinking of SS Slamat, HMS Diamond and HMS Wryneck. At the ‘Great Slamat 

Commemoration’ in Rotterdam, The Netherlands (April 27, 2011) the Royal 

Rotterdam Lloyd Museum Foundation showed an eleven-minute-during compilation 

of those images. Some reactions: “Very impressive”, “We did not know how bad 

this disaster was” and “Something never to be forgotten”. 

International Hero – from the Dutch KRL Museum Slamat website 
 

 
 

George presented a plaque to his local British Legion Branch 

http://www.krlmuseum.nl/Slamat/Slamatbirmail.htm
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He also sponsored the engraving of a memorial stone (now in the Greek Grove at the 
National Memorial Arboretum) in honour of those who died on the day he was saved 

 

                            
 

      Frank Moss             Slamat, Diamond & Wryneck    George Dexter 
        was lost           Marble Memorial Stone at NMA        was saved 
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In April 2018 David Sanderson, the Veterans Brotherhood webmaster and son of Trooper Eric Sanderson, 
4th Queen’s Own Hussars discovered the following item.  A considerable number of 4th Hussars were 
being evacuated on S.S. Slamat from Nauplion after the abandonment of the Corinth Canal.  This is the 
“appended list” that Lance Corporal Robinson refers to below: 
 
From National Archive file WO/361/141 
 
 

Statement by7909683 L/Cpl Robinson, R, 
4th Q.O.Hussars. 
- - - - - - - - - - - 

 
  On April 26th 1941  I boarded the S.S. “Slamat” evacuating troops from Greece.  When 
on board this vessel I saw each one of the men whose names are on the appended list.  After being hit by 
a bomb, on the morning of the 27th, the ship was abandoned. – survivors being picked up by H.M.S. 
Destroyers “Diamond” and “Wryneck”.  These two ships were both subsequently bombed and sunk.  A 
few survivors were again picked up on the morning of the 28th by H.M.S. Destroyer “ - - - - - - “  I definitely 
saw each one of these men on S.S. “Slamat” but I did not see any of them again after she had been hit 
and to the best of my knowledge I am the only survivor of these men. 
 
 
        R Robinson    L/Cpl.    7909683 
 
 

 
 

SS Slamat in ‘Battleship Grey’ livery 
 


